
The 
Ciskei's 
war 
against 
workers 

THE major independent unions, 
including FOSATU, have attack
ed the recent banning of the 
South African Allied Workers 
Union by the so-called Ciskeian 
government. 

In a strongly worded state
ment the unions said this bann
ing was the 'most serious attack* 
on the trade union movement 
since the banning of trade union 
leaders in 1976. 

ARRESTED 

They added that neither the 
South African government nor 
employers could distance them
selves from this action by the 
'Ciskei government*. 

The involvement of the South 
African government was clearly 
shown by the actions of the SA 
Police which arrested union 
officials and handed them over 
to the Ciskci. they said. 

SAAWU's banning comes in 
the midst of a boycott of buses 
partly owned by the *Ciskeian 
government*. 

The Ciskci authorities have 
blamed the unions for the 
boycott and have launched an all 
out attack on union members. 

DETAINED 
Over the past few months 

more than 80 people have 
been detained by the Ciskei 
police, including officials of 
the African Food and Canning 
Workers Union, the General 
Workers Union and SAAWU. 

The police and Ciskei-backcd 
vigilante groups have been att
acking workers with sjamboks, 
sabres and knobkerries in an 
attempt to get the workers to 
use the buses. 
KILLED 

And on two occassions the 
Ciskei police have fired on 
people outside the Fort Jackson 
railway station killing five and 
wounding about 50. 

Reports have also filtered 
through that the Mdantsane 
stadium has been turned into a 
'concentration camp' into which 

the Ciskei-backed vigilantes have 
herded innocent people and then 
assaulted and tortured them. 

The independent unions in the 
statement 'utterly rejected' 
the Ciskei's statement that the 
unions were responsible for the 
bus boycott. 

They said the people of 
Mdantsane were boycotting 
buses because the bus company 
was making profits at the 
expense of workers* 

SUPPRESSED 
The unions said there could be 

no talk of reform while worker 
organisations were suppressed. 

At the September meeting of 
the FOSATU Executive this 
statement by the independent 
unions was fully supported. 

The Executive said the bann
ing of SAAWU was a clear act of 
hostility against South African 
workers, 

FOSATU warned Ciskei that it 
could not win this 'war* against 
workers. 


