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THE whits referendum on the 2nd November proved 
what we have always said - t h e Nationalist government 
and business march side-by side. 

A few lone business voices said No but the rest 
the government tune. Or is it not a case of the go 

merit marching to the tune of business. 
If we are opposed to racism and we understand the 

meaning of democracy then it is impossible to accept the 
new constitution in any way at all. The new constituti 
is clearly racist and just as clearly undemocratic. It is 
backward step because it keeps power with those who have 
always done the least to attack racism. 

When FOSATU Shop Stewards went to management to 
find out whether their company supported the proposals, 
they were usually told that management did nctf comment 
on political manors. But these companies are m 
of the Federated Chamber of Industries which suppor 
a Yes vote, Chris Saunders of Tongaat-Hulett, so-calf 
Liberal, said Yes. Worse still many companies gave money 
to support the Yes campaign. 

Why have business been so strong in their support for 
the new constitution? 

Firstly, it keeps power with the present government and 
they believe this offers security for their profit making. 
They fear a change of government 

Secondly, it continues and deepens racial cSvfci 
among workers. They hope to avoid their 
which is a united end organised working class. 

Thirdly, they argue that the new constitution 
at there is change in South Africa and that foreign | 
tment and trade should continue; 

However, in their greed for profit businessmen 
blind to some other political truths. 

Firstly, since they have now openly tied themselves to 
this racist regime, they will have to stand or fall with It in 
the future. 

Secondly, as we in the non-racial trade union movement 
have shown, w« can fight and overcome racial division. 
Just as liaison committees failed so will these puppet 
parliaments fail. In fact, just as happened with liaison 
committees, this will strengthen our determination. 

Thirdly, business may persuade reactionary governments 
as those of Reagan and Thatcher, However, they will 
persuade workers overseas. This unholy alliance of 

business and the Nationalist regime will only strengthen 
pressure for disinvestment by foreign companies. 
foe policy of divide and rule always has soma success, 

opportunists try and get their small share of the power 
and wealth in South Africa. These opportunists will 
and cause confusion in their search for support of 
Labour Party and suchlike. 

We must prepare ourselves $>r a struggle. Workers 
certainly have important allies in this struggle for demo
cracy* We have seen this in the formation of organisatio 
such as the UDF. But the real and final target of the i 
itutionai attack is workers and i t will have to be wo 
who carry the main burden of the struggle for political a 
economic liberation. 


