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ON M a r c h 2 1 o n 
Maduna Road in the 
township of Langa 

near Uitenhage at least 20 
people died and 37 were se
riously wounded when po
lice opened fire with Rl 
rifles and shotguns on a 
marching crowd. 

These are the bare facts of 
the Langa massacre but an 
air of mystery still clouds 
the event 

With families still desper
ately searching for relatives 
who have been missing 
since that day, even the 
numbers of the dead and 
w o u n d e d a r e o p e n t o 
question. 

For days after the shoot
ing, police refused people ac
cess to the mortuary and to 
victims being kept under po
lice guard in hospital, until 
lawyers intervened. 

The official version of the 
Langa massacre put out by 
the Minister of Law and Or
der, Mr Louis Le Grange, 
was that the police were 
forced to open fire when a 
screaming mob of about 
4 000-strong surrounded 

them and threw stones, 
sticks ftnd petrol bombs. 

However, another version 
of the events is beginning to 
emerge at the Kannemeyer 
Commission of Inqu i ry 
which is investigating the 
Langa shooting. 

In their evidence, senior 
police officers have admitted 
that there were serious er
r o r s in t h e M i n i s t e r s 
statement. 

Lieutenant John Fouche 
admitted that he had given 
the order to open fire after 
only one stone was thrown 
although he claims tha t 
many stones were thrown 
after that. 

Warrant Officer Pentz 
who was in charge of one of 
the Caspirs said that stones 
had 'rained' down on the po
lice vehicles. 

However, when shown po-
lice pho tographs t a k e n 
shortly after the shooting, 
both officers have had to ad
mit tha t there were no 
stones anywhere near the 
Caspirs. 

When asked what had 
happened to the stones, Ser
geant Gerhard Stumke told 

the commission: "Maybe, 
they fell in the kikuyu 
grass. They bounced off I 
only saw stones between the 
people.' 

In the photos the nearest 
grouping of stones to the 
Caspirs are about 40 metres 
away. Eyewitnesses have 
said that they saw the police 
themselves gather stones 
and scatter them among the 
wounded and the dead be
fore the photographs were 
taken. 

The police have also ad
mitted that no petrol bombs 
were thrown at the Caspirs, 
although W O Pentz said he 
saw 'the leader take a large 
bottle from under his jacket 
The bottle had a pinkish 
tint1. 
, Strange facts have also 
emerged about the broken 
bottles which police claim to 
have been the remains of 
petrol bombs picked up after 
the Langa incident. 

Police experts told the 
commission that although 
they found traces of petrol 
in wads of paper stuck into 
the tops of the bottles, they 
could find no traces of petrol 
anywhere near where the 

shooting took place. 
Also, the wads of paper, 

supposedly found in the 
broken necks of the bottles, 
were torn from the same 
page of the same newspaper. 

Lt Fouche also admitted 
that the Minister had been 
incorrect in saying that the 
police Caspirs had bee^ sur
rounded by the crowd. 

Mystery also surrounded 
a young boy who eyewit
nesses said was riding at the 
front of the crowd and was 
the first shot W O Pentz de
nied seeing him and Lt 
Fouche said he had come up 
from behind the Caspirs 
after the shooting* 

The young cyclist later 
told the commission that he 
had been riding at the front 
of the crowd when the police 
gestured for him to go be
tween the Caspirs. 

'As I went past , I was 
shot. I was hit on the head,' 
he said. 

The commiss ion has 
heard that the Caspirs on 
patrol were only issued with 
Rl rifles, shotguns and SSG 
ammunition — all of which 
are lethal., 

W O Malan Mayer said 
t h a t he h a d r e c e i v e d 
instructions from the sta
tion commander on March 
14 not to issue tear smoke, 
rubber bullets or bird shot 
to patrols . Immediately 
after the Langa massacre he 
was told to issue these 
again. 

Victims of the shootings 
have told the commission 
how after the shooting, po
licemen went round kicking 
some of the wounded 'to see 
whether they were dead*. 

The cyclist said he had 
been kicked twice and on 
the second time he had lost 
consciousness. 

Eric Tabani said while he 
was lying on the ground pre
tending to be dead he had 
heard police say that the 
wounded should be 'finished 
off and had then felt an
other bullet hit his foot. 

A l t h o u g h , t h e 
Kannemeyer Commission 
has removed some of the 
cloud of mystery surround
ing the Langa massacre, it' 
is unlikely that the full tale 
of horror will ever be told. 


