British miners end strike

HE great mining communities of Britain, which
<mded their year-long
strike on March 6, point the
way forward for workers in all
countries.
They have shown the world
the power of the organised
working class.
The miners are less than two
percent of unionised workers in
Britain. But to defeat them.
Britain's bosses and government had to use thousands of
police and they had to spend
over RlO billion — much more
than it cost Britain to defeat
Argentina during the
Falklands war*
If t h i s i s w h a t only two
percent of the working class
can do, it is clear that the united working class can achieve
much more.
The miners went on strike to
defend their jobs and communities* The coal bosses wanted to
destroy 70 000 jobs.
But they also went on strike
to defend the working class as a
whole by struggling against an
anti-worker government and
its laws.
Since coming to power the
main aim of the British prime
minister. Thatcher, has been to
b r e a k t h e p o w e r of t h e
organised working class and to
destroy its independence.
Before the miners, Thatcher
has attacked steel, car and hospital workers. But it was always the miners who were seen
as the main enemy.
In the 1970's the miners'
struggles brought down the
^conservative government and
since then the ruling class in
Britain has wanted to crush

T

them.
For this reason, the bosses
and the government prepared
their attack on the miners very
carefully and over many years:
• Th*y built up their ioal
stocks to 55 million tons.
• Tht'y made sure that the
power stations could use oil as
well as coal
• They employed non-union
lorry d r i v e r s to move coaI fc
around the country.
• They were ready to use thous a n d s of p o l i c e t o s t o p
picketing.
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• They took away most of the
social welfare payments from
striker's families.
• They tried to divide the miners through a bonus scheme.
• Finally, the miners were attacked many months before the
winter (when most coal is used)
so t h a t there would be no
chance of power cuts for the
first months of the strike.
The bosses and the government were sure that the strike
would be lost very quickly, that
it would not last more than a
few weeks.
The miners and their families proved them wrong. Within weeks they had organised
themselves and their supporters all over the world for a long
fight.

NVM *ttppt>rter* wait a* the union executive** cote to vnd the strike

However* the miners may
have lost their strike, but they
did win many other important
victories.
They created a n*»w political
movement which will fight in
other workers' struggles and
they have weakened Thatcher.
Her anti-working class government is now loss popular
than the Labour Party and it
has much less monoy to defeat
other workers.
The British miners have
reached out to workers all over
the world and they have shown
them the kind of struggles
which must be fought to win
power for the working class.
Most important of all, they
have shown the need for workers' unity both nationally and
internationally.
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