
4K& The hungry search for profit 

IN trade, profit works like this, 
If a trader or merchant bought 
a whole roll of beautiful silk 
material for R90, and it cost 
RIO to bring it back to Europe 
by ship, then it would have cost 
that person R100 altogether. 
Now when the material is sold, 
the trader may charge R130 
which means a profit of R-io. 
The person buying the silk may 
make shirts and dresses with 
the material and sell them for 
R160 and thus also makes a 
profit of R30. 

As you can see. to start trad
ing you need money to buy 
goods. The more money you 
have, the more you can buy. 
This money is called capital. So 
the person who has capital is 
called a capitalist. 

To get more capital and to be
come wealthier, you need to 
trade at a profit. So the capital* 
ists started their hungry search 
for profit* In doing this, they 
were partly being greedy but 
they also had a problem. They 
lived in fear of each other. If 
some capitalists became very 
rich they might have so much 
capital tha t they could pay 
higher prices, buy all the ships 
and so control all the trade. 'Hie 
search for profit became like a 
great race. The capitalists were 
competing with each other. 

Europe goes to war 
In the countries of Africa and 
Asia, where there had already 
been trade for thousands of 
years, trade was controlled by 

IN the last issue of FOSATU Worker News, we 
dealt with the 'voyages of discovery' which led 
to greater trade between Europe and the M id 
dle and Far East. Due to this increased trade, 
t r a d e r s and merchan ts g r e w e x t r e m e l y 
wealthy and became more powerful* They be
came wealthy because they were able to make 
huge profits* In this issue, we begin by ex
plaining how prof i t works and then we move 
on to discuss now these early capitalists won 
pol i t ical power* Remember students if you 
have any poems, drawings or want to make 
any comments, write to The Editor, P O Box 
18109, Dalbridge 4014* This space is reserved 
for you! 
the rulers of these lands. These 
ru le rs had many different 
names, but had similar powers 
and duties; for example, kings, 
queens , ashant is* pr inces , 
m a h a r a j a s , e m p e r o r s and 
chiefs. 

Now the European capitalists 
could see that the trade was 
making these rulers richer, and 
in their greed, realised that 
they could make a bigger profit 
if they could control the trade 
in the far away lands. 

But to do this they had a 
problem because these rulers 
had built up armies and navies 
to protect the control of the 
trade. This meant that the Eu
ropean capitalists would have 
to go to war if they wanted to 
take over control of the trade. 
To do this, they needed very 
strong armies and navies. With 
their own money, the capital
ists could not really build up 
such strong armies, and any

way, they were too greedy with 
their money and wanted to 
spend it on other things where 
they could make bigger profits. 
What the capitalists wanted 
was for the armies and navies 
of their countries to go to war 
for them. To do this they had to 
be in full control of the govern
ment of their lands, and also 
make everyone believe t ha t 
war benefitted the whole coun
try, and not just the profit seek
ing capitalists. 
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lose their heads 
Now in trying to control the 
government the capitalists had 
a huge problem. This was be
cause most countries in Europe 
were ruled by kings and queens 
who claimed that they repre
sented God and earth. Such a 
claim was almost always sup
ported by the Christian church. 

To be a good christian, one had 
to respect and honour the kings 
and queens greatly. However, 
to make sure that they were re
spected and obeyed, the kings 
and queens had armies crush 
any discontent. To understand 
how big the problem for the 
capitalists was, we have to un
derstand the position of the 
kings and queens in relation to 
the other wealthy and powerful 
groups in society. 

The system of government 
then was what is known as feu
dalism which is based on an 
alliance between the grea t 
landlords (feudal lords) and the 
kings and queens. This alliance 
made it possible for the kings 
and queens to make use of the 
armies which the landlords 
cont ro l led . The l and lo rds 
depended on the kings and 
queens because they owned the 
land, and only gave the land
lords some of it to control. 
These huge areas of land given 
to the feudal lords were known 
as fiefs, and we must remember 
that the king or queen could 
take it away from the landlord 
if the person did not obey or
ders- The poorest and least 
powerful people under this sys
tem were the peasants. The 
peasants worked on the land 
and fed themselves. They also 
produced a surplus which went 
to the landlord and the fiefs 
army. In return for the food 
provided by the peasants the 
landlord gave them protection 
against attack from armies in 
surrounding fiefdoms. 

Like peasants, the capitalists 

had to pay many taxes. This ob-
viously led to a great deal of 
conflict and disagreement. Hie 
capitalists had different ideas 
on how the army should be 
used, but they could do little 
about it because the army was 
controlled by the k ings or 
queens and landlords. 

So the capitalists, who were 
growing stronger as they made 
more capital, led a long strug
gle against the kings, queens 
and lords so that they could 
make more profit. The capital
ists said that the kings and 
queens had too much power. In
stead of this kind of govern
ment, the capitalists said that 
there should be democracy. For 
them, this meant that a parlia
ment should be the government 
of the land. The people should 
rule, they argued, by electing 
others to represent them in 
parliament. 

With these demands, the cap
italists won the support of the 
oppressed peasants and the 
skilled workers (craftsmen) in 
the cities. In England, when 
they chopped off the king's 
head, the people realised that 
the idea of divine power (power 
given by God) was meaningless 
and great revolutions followed 
throughout Europe during the 
next 100 years. However, the 
peasants and skilled workers 
soon found out that this new 
democracy was not meant to in
clude them. In the next issue 
we look at how the capitalists 
used their new power to force 
people off the land into the 
factories. 


