
Workers slam E Cape 'opportunists' 
W O R K E R l e a d e r s i n 
FOSATU's Eastern Cape re* 
gion have criticised a number 
of 'opportunistic' affiliates of 
the United Democratic Front 
(UDF) for using the Langa 
massacre as a mean$ to boost 
their own organisations. 

The worker leaders told 
FOSATU Worker News that 
MACWUSA (the Motor Assem
bly and Components Workers 
Union of SA) and GWUSA 
leadership were deliberately 
using their positions in the 
UDF to undermine FOSATLPs 
strong presence in Uitenhage. 

They have hijacked funerals 
and used them as a platform to 
attack FOSATU and NAAWU 
l e a d e r s as e n e m i e s of the 
people/ 

•More recently they have at* 
tempted to smear FOSATU by 
saying that it was responsible 
for t h e Langa m a s s a c r e / 
FOSATU unionists said. 

Over the past few months, 
FOSATU has at tempted to 
meet the Uitenhage leadership 
of the UDF in order to p)an 
joint action by all progressive 
g r o u p i n g s . But h a s been 

snubbed. 
* Even before the Langa 

shooting, we tried to meet with 
them to discuss the general sit
uation in the townships and to 
plan funerals for those shot by 
police/ a FOSATU regional 
spokesperson said* 

'At the one meeting that we 
did have, which was convened 
by the church ministers, the 
UDF people said that if they 
had known that FOSATU was 
coming to the meeting they 
would not have come,1 he said. 

In genera] meetings at all 

FOSATU factories, workers 
discussed the situation in the 
Uitenhage townships and the 
scurrilous attacks being made 
on the organisation. 

Workers slammed the 'oppor* 
! tuni»ts' for trying to create con
fusion in the townships under 
the popular banner of the UDF 
instead of working for unity. 

It was decided to hold meet
ings in Langa, Kwanobuhle 
and Rosedale in order to chal-
tenge (he attempts being made 
to discredit FOSATU and its 
leadership. 


