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Workers* shacks at Katlebong 

Battle looms 
over shack 
destruction 

A MAJOR confrontation bet
ween the Katlehong Shop Stew
ards Council and the East 
Rand Administration Board is 
on the cards unless it halts the 
demolition of shacks in the 
townships. 

The confrontation also threat
ens to draw in the local town 
councillors who workers said 
had given their consent to 
the demolition of the 'illegal 
structures'. 

There are believed to be more 
than 44 000 shacks in the town
ship, many of which house 
FOSATU members, whereas 
there are only 27 000 'legal' box 
houses* 

TOOK UP ISSUE 

The Katlehong Shop Stewards 
Council, which took up the issue 
when approached by angered 
union members, represents shop 
stewards from all the FOSATU 
unions In the Wadeville area. 

It plans to approach employers 
and ask them to intervene or see 
to it that accomodation is 
provided for their workers and 
families. 

Shop Steward Council chair
man* Ronald Mofokeng said 

employers were always eager to 
get workers1 labour but cared 
nothing about where they lived. 

Shack dwellers told FOSATU 
Worker News when we visited 
the area recently that they had 
moved out of the 'disgusting' 
hostels and built shacks in order 
to have their families with them, 
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FIVE YEAR WAIT 

Others with city residence 
rights said they had been forced 
to build shacks because 'there 
Just isn't enough houses in the 
township'. 

They said thousands of work* 
ers had been waiting more 
than five years for houses to be 
built. 

'Besides, many of us prefer our 
shacks to the box houses as we 
can design them to fit our needs 
and add on to them when we 
need to/ one worker said. 

Referring to the dispute with 
the town councillors, a union 
shop steward said during elect
ions the councillors had said 
they would allow the building of 
shacks but now that they were 
in power they had forgotten this 
promise. 
At this stage the Administ

ration Board has only demol
ished shacks in one section of 
the township but workers live in 
continual fear that their 'home' 
may be next. 

For migrant workers this 
would mean sending back their 
wives and children to the pov
erty and drought stricken home
lands. 

'How can I do that to my 
family? My children don't even 
know what the homeland looks 
like/ a worker said. 


