
Thousands mourn for Neil 
first national stoppage for * *A 
twenty years ^ * & § ^ " 

MANY thousands of workers all 
over South Africa stopped work 
for half an hour on February 11 
to mourn the death of trade 
unionist Neil Aggett who died in 
detention* 

It was the first national work 
stoppage for nearly twenty years 
and the first in which workers 
stopped work simultaneously in 
their factories and 'd id not just 
stay away from work. 

Neil Aggetl, Transvaal organis
er of the African Food and Can
ning Workers* Union* was hanged 
while in detention in John Vor-
ster Square on February 5. 

lie had been in detention since 
November 27 last year, 

*WE WILL NEVER KNOW1 

"We will probably never be 
sure who was responsible lor his 
death/ ' a lawyer closely connect* 
ed with the case has said. 4*DuL 
everyone agrees that he would still 
be alive if he had not been detain
ed. 

"The recent admission of three 
other trade union detainees to 
hospital after twelve to. fifteen 
weeks of detention is clear 
evidence of the physical and 
mental pressures to which politic
al detainees are subjected/* 

As soon as the news of Neil 
Aggeifs death was made known, 
FOSATU unions began discussing 
ways of responding to this situat
ion* ( 

UNION MEETINGS 

In Durban, the national exe
cutives of the National Union of 
Textile Workers (NUTW) and the 
Chemical Workers* Industrial 

Union (CWIU) supported the 
principle of a stoppage during 
their executive meetings on 
February 6 and 7. 

In Johannesburg, the Metal and 
Allied Workers' Union (MAWU) 
discussed similar action and over 
the same weekend, the national 
executive of FOSATU also pro
posed the idea of a national stop
page. 

On Monday February 8, the 
African Food and Canning Work
ers' Union, to which Neil Aggett 
belonged, issued a call for a half 
hour long stoppage on Thursday 
February I I , and all FOSATU 
unions then supported this call. 

VAST MAJORITY 

Despite the short time avail
able to organise the stoppage, 

• 
workers in FOSATU unions re
sponded well, and the workers in 
FOSATU organised factories who 
stopped work on the Thursday 
represented the vast majority of 
the workers called out by all 
unions in South Africa. 

In most areas, workers only 
had little more than a day's warn
ing and in places like Wadeville, 
they were only informed about 
the stoppage at a shop stewards1 

council meeting the night before. 

Despite this short notice, all of 
the factories represented at the 
council meeting observed the 
period of mourning! 

This even included workers 
who were only newly recruited 
and whose unions have nol yel 

been recognised by their employ
ers, 

TRIBUTE 
The way in which they consult

ed fellow workers, approached 
management, and then organised 
the stoppage in only three hours 
the next morning is a tribute to 
their determination and to their 
factory floor organisation. 

According to Jne Foster, 
FOSATU1* leading role in the 
stoppage should kill the idea that 
registration by a union means that 
it is controlled by the Stale. 

As he has pointed out. the vast 
majority of workers thai slopped 
work were in factories organised 
by FOSATU unions, all or which 
have been granted registration. 

REGRETTABLE ATTACK 
Workers and officials from se

veral FOSATU unions also de
scribe as regrettable the attack* 
made by Jan Theron, general 
secretary of the two Food and 
Otnning Workers* Unions, on 
those unions that had accepted 
registration. 

Both attacks look place after 
the unprecedented unity of work
ers displayed during the stoppage 
and at the funeral service for Neil 
Aggett in Johannesburg. 

"This was a time when we re
affirmed uur commitment to tin1 

struggle/' said one CWIU shop 
steward who attended the funeral. 

"U was a time to express unity 
nol division/* 


