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% & • » ; Hie secret of profit uncovered 
j » LTHOUGH the peas-

f i ai ts and city workers 
^"^fchad really won the 
revolutions that occurred 
throughout Europe in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, they soon found 
out that the new democracy 
was not meant to include 
them. They had no vote. 

The landlords realised 
that it would be in their inter
ests to support the capital
ists. This was not only because 
the peasants were rebelling, 
but it would also increase 
their own power if there 
were no kings or queens. So 
the landlords and the cap
italists became the new rulers 
with the parliaments firmly 
in their hands. Now there 
were no obstacles to using 
the armies and navies to de
feat the rulers of other 
lands. Control of world trade 
quickly felt into the hands 
of the European capitalists. 

Wage labour begins 

But even this was not enough. 
The search for profit still 
continued. Capitalist* began to 
ask themselves why 
couldn't they also control the 
production of some of the 
things that they traded? 
Couldn't they begin to 
make silk material? 

But here another problem 
presented itself If they were 
going to make lots of things 
then they needed factories and 
workers. Building factories 
was not such a problem, but 
where were they going to 
get the workers? True, there 
were some workers in the 
larger cities, but they were 
mostly skilled craftsmen, 
and in any case they were 
working for someone else. 
The capitalists needed new 
workers and lots of them. 

The only place where there 

were a lot of people was on 
the land. But these people had 
worked and lived on the 
land for centuries. Why would 
they move to work for 
someone else in a factory? 

If things were going to be 
produced, then people would 
have to be moved off the 
land. Here the capitalists* con
trol of the government be
came very important. By using 
force, the law, and trickery* 
people were moved off the 
land. This was not at all 
easy because people fought 
back. 

But they lost the struggle. 
Slowly the land was taken 
away from them and it became 
the private property of the 
landlord capitalists* 

Without land there is no 
food. Without food there is no 
life. The only way to get 
food then, was to buy it. But 

the only way to get money 
was to work for somebody. The 
only people who had the 
money and factories to provide 
work were the capitalists. 
So people had no choice. The 
peasants, without any land, 
turned to the factories to be
come wage labourers. Work 
meant wages, wages meant 
money and money meant 
food, shelter and life itself. 

The secret o f p ro f i t 

uncovered 
But as the capitalists em
ployed wage labourers so they 
unlocked the door to great 
new sources of profit. This lay 
in the human energy of 
people. Human beings have a 
great ability. With their 
hands and their minds and 
working together with 
others, they can produce more 
than they need to keep 
themselves alive. This is why 
we said peasants were able 

to produce a surplus over and 
above their needs. 

This surplus and this ability 
was not new. But the cap
italists had captured it them
selves. Workers had no 
choice but to work for the cap* 
italist because the land and 
the factories had become the 
private property of the cap
italists. In exchange for his 
work, the capitalists paid 
the worker a wage to keep 
that person alive. But in a 
day's work the worker could 
produce more than was 
needed to keep one individual 
alive. The surplus had been 
captured and was now owned 
by the capitalist. The sur
plus had become the profit of 
the capitalist. 

Next issue: The capitalists 
realise that if they intro
duce wage labour in the lands 
they traded with (like 
Southern Africa) then they 
could make bigger profits. 
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