
Table Spinners' two-year battle 
AFTER a two-year battle, the 
Nat ional Union of Texti le 
Workers has finally won stop 
order rights at Western Cape 
factory. Table Bay Spinners. 

NUTW first applied for stop 
order facilities in August 19S3 
but was met with stiff opposi
n g from TUCSA's Textile 
Workers Industr ia l Union 
which is party to the industrial 
council covering this factory. 

Some of the TUCSA union's 
objections wer« t ha t only 
unions party to the industrial 
council should be granted stop 
order facilities, that the grant
ing of similar rights to other 
unions would make it easy for 
them to recruit and retain 
members and that industrial 
rest would be promoted if these 
facilities were available to such 
unions. 

Set aside 
The Indus t r ia l Court , to 

which the matter was referred, 
ruled in favour of the TUCSA 
union. But refusing to be de
feated, the NUTW then took 
the case to the Supreme Court, 
where the ruling of the indus
trial court was set aside. 

Permission for the union to 
have stop-order facilities was 
finally granted, with effect 

Joyful Table Bay Spinners' worker* 
from July 1, after the matter 
was referred back to the indus
trial court. 

Workers at the factory were 
jubilant when they heard the 
news earlier this month. Tini 
Sikota. senior shop steward and 
one of the first workers at the 
factory to break away from the 
TWIU to join NUTW, said he 

had always been confident the 
union would win its case. 

lI was sure from the begin
ning that we'd win. Workers at 
the factory wanted stop order 
facilities very much. What 
right did the TUCSA union 
have to try to block us from get
ting these when they only have 
about seven members at the 

faotoryr he asked. 
'It is a good thing we have 

won. It was always difficult to 
collect subscriptions. I would 
sometimes have to spend about 
an hour — sometimes longer — 
collecting money from workers 
on a particular shift. Now shop 
stewards will be free to attend 
to other important worker 

problems instead of spending 
all this time collecting money.' 

'It will also be easier for us to 
get stop orders at new factories 
we organise. The TWIU won't 
try the same trick again/ 

John Copelyn, NUTW's gen
eral secre tary , agreed the 
judgement opened the way for 
the union at other factories. 

The industrial council tried 
to block us from having stabil
ity at the factory. They first 
said that although we had ma
jority and recognition with 
management , this was not 
enough to grant us stop order 
facilities because we are not 
party to the industrial council/ 

This new judgement means 
that workers in the cotton in* 
dustry, who were previously 
not allowed to have stop order 
facilities, will now be able to do 
so. They will be able to join the 
union of their choice without 
obstructions being placed in 
their way/ 

I t is ridiculous for a union 
which does not represent the 
workers to have raised techni
cal objections to stop order fa
cilities being granted to one 
which is clearly representa
tive/ he said, referring to the 
TWIU. 


