
THE present economic crisis is extremely serious. And 
there is absolutely no sign that government policy will 
correct the problem. The reason for this is that the 
present problems started developing many, many 
years ago. They run deep in our economy and society. 
Playing around with budgets and taxes will not solve 
them. It will only cause even more suffering for 
workers. 

One proposed solution — not surprisingly it comes 
from businessmen — is that the government must stop 
interfering with the economy. 

But, over the past hundred years, government inter
ference has been mainly to the benefit of business. 
Their laws have created the migrant labour system as 
a source of cheap labour. The government has also 
protected South African companies against foreign 
competition and it has supported and protected white 
workers and farmers. 

Why then are business biting the very hand that has 
fed them all these years? The truth is that big business 
is looking for new areas to make profits. There are 
now some very large companies which are big enough 
to take over activities which previously only the gov
ernment was able to carry out — like Iscor, Sasol and 
Soekor,. 

Another area which big companies are interested in 
is providing housing and land for the wealthy black 
middle class. In the past this market was closed to 
them by aparthied but now these companies want the 
laws that have blocked them removed. 

When they talk about free enterprise, they are talk
ing about profits. Profits will only be made in selling 
houses to the wealthy. There are no profits to be made 
from the poverty and misery of the mass of the work
ers. Workers* problems will remain unsolved. 

Foreign companies also claim that they can help 
solve our problems. But, how far can they succeed in 
this? Whatever they do for their own workers will only 
be a small drop in the ocean of needs. Their real inter
est is in protecting their profits. 

Why is the government so terrified of disinvestment? 
We suspect that the real reason is that the government 
needs money. It has milked the people of South Africa 
dry, but it still needs more. So, the government is turn
ing its eyes to the rich governments of America and 
Europe. At present getting money from these govern
ments is politically impossible. Doors need to be 
opened. This is why the government has been hinting 
at the possibility of talks with the ANC and even the 
Afrikaner newspapers have been pushing for a 
National Convention. But will a National Convention 
help workers? 

The government is getting desperate. However, our 
problems are huge and the solutions are not easy. Big 
problems need big solutions. None of the political 
forces in South Africa have developed a programme 
or plan to solve these social and economic problems.' 
Workers — of all colours, as we are now beginning to 
see — have to carry the greatest burden. So, it seems 
that workers will have to take up the task of working 
out a programme to solve the problems. In future edi
tions FOSATU Worker News will be considering the 
points raised here. 


