THE following statement was released by the Food and Canning
Workers Union to commemorate
the death of Neil Aggctt one year
ago.
We grieve along with family,
friends and colleagues at the death
of our comrade. Our anger has not
lessened in the year that has passed.
The events of the past year have
confirmed what we know to be true.
First, that the detention of Neil and
other trade unionists was an attack
on our union and other progressive
trade unions. Once again we sec that
'Slate Security' has been used as a
smokescreen for the security police
to act against trade unions.
Second, we have the evidence of
(he inquest of those who have been
through detention and who saw
Neil. Their evidence confirms for us
that Neil had no reason to kill
himself, but thai the conditions of
detention and the treatment of
detainees is .such that it is inevitable
that there will be casualties and
deaths.
As far as we are concerned there
are no 'suicides' in detention, only
victims. The finding of the inquest
court that no-one was to blame for
his death utterly offends our sense of
truth and justice. Wc thank the
detainees for their courage in coming
forward to give their evidence, which
will be believed by the overwhelming
majority of South Africans.
It is also a matter for regret that

there have been attempts to claim
Neil for this or that political purpose.
In particular we distance ourselves
from the award by the AFL-CIO to
Neil posthumously. This award was
made without consultation with the
trade union movement as a whole or
our union. In citation it quotes a
statement made by Neil to the
security police while in detention as
representating Neil's views. Wc
consider it to be a gross insult to his
memory to quote from a statement
made to the security police.
Neil's views are best expressed by
the way he lived and worked. His
integrity and dedication are still an
inspiration to us. The methods of
thorough organisation which he
practiced, live on.
FOSATU joins with our brother
in Food and Canning in mourning
Neil's death. After the release of the
horrific inquest verdict. FOSATU s
general secretary, Joe Foster released the following statement.
FOSATU is shocked by the inquest verdict which comes in the
wake of massive evidence of abuse
of detainees.
The verdict will give no solace to
those unfortunate enough to be
taken into police custody.
We fear that until the present
system of detention without trial is
abolished, no enquiry or inquest
after the fact will satisfy us that
detention without trial and the
conditions arising out of detention
without trial are just.

