
THE year 1983 will test the strength 
of the trade union movement. Our 
organisation will be attacked by 
retrenchment and opportunist 
political leadership will try and 
carry workers with them into the 
false promise of new constitutional 
structures. Only strong organisa
tion and a clear political position 
will lake FOSATU through this 
difficult year. 

RETRENCHMENT 

RETRENCHMENT shows up 
the so-called free markel system 
for what it really is — a system that 
can never really benefit workers. 
How can workers accept a system 
which forces people out of work 
when there is so much hunger and 
poverty. 

There is so much work to be 
done in growing food, building 
houses, schools hospitals and 
roads. There arc so many willing 
and able hands 1o do this work but 
it lies undone and we sacrifice the 
needs and I ives of workers so that a 
few can cuntinue to make profits. 

We need to produce more and 
not less, even if this does cause the 
rate of company's profits to fall. 

Workers cannot continue to 
accept th i s madness and 
FOSATU's task is to build a power
ful trade union movement that can 
change things to the benefit of 
workers. Many people are giving 
workers advice and they do this 
with good intention. People talk of 
organising the communities or the 
unemployed. But this is ihe wrong 
place to start. 

Retrenchment is caused by this 
economic system and to fight it we 
need power. At this stage of our 
struggle workers are developing 
real power in organised factories 
and in organised industries. This 
will protect our members and organisa
tion in this bad time. 

Such a struggle is not easy and it 
does not seem to change the world 
tomorrow. But if wc continue to 
grow as FOSATU has over Ihe 
past three years then we will change 
our world. 

LABOUR 
PARTY 

THE worker struggle is not for 
those who have a faint heart. The 
decision of the Labour Party to 
accept the Government's proposals 
shows this clearly. The Labour 
Parly has fallen into the trap that 
their kind of leadership always fall 
into. They want to convince 
workers there are easy ways to'power' 
and are quick to accept handouts 
from a powerful Government. 
They say they will negotiate for 
everyone — including the 80 per
cent of the oppressed people who 
are not covered by these proposals. 
But as every worker knows from 
his trade union experience success
ful negotiation requires strength 
and Ihe Labour Party has none. So 
Ihe leadership are only accepting 
benefits for themselves and are 
prepared to sacrifice workers' 
interests to do this. 

However, there will always be 
great pressure and propaganda for 
workers to follow behind these oppor
tunists. In 1983 FOSATU will have 
to give political direction to 
workers which will make them 
determined to organise and fight 
the struggle for economic and 
political justice for all in South 
Africa. 


