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-Nkwinti:-The man they jailed for-peace
JUST elC"o'ell iJlOlI a>OIlI!Ls ago lhc black townsllip ia the ~ kc;y is forming QrJani",ioo", be lold &II iDler_

. sleepy ~a1 bamlel or Port Alfred was KC:laimed as I viewer in 1986. "All oraaniucioa is &ood Whell J'OII bria&
mOlkI 01 COIlllllvniry orpniutiall. il: 10 the gOWld, .13 it worb _ .. )OU arc DOl tlw:rc.

'The lraaqwl 40Q0.suona while eocnmll";fY • 9O'JIo 01 If I bYe s' ..........c!ed iD doing uJlhin& it was becallSC
them are retired ~Ie . lihcd their C)U iD iu.rpri5c. 10 tbcy (rhc COllLl:DWLiry) WCre belWld Illy bid, pushing·

-,bc Il.iIl on 111e CUlc'" buk-ollhe'~RM;r ... lbe -The-finI: orpnisr,tioa fOl'lllCd ia lhc'10 lXXI strong~
im~ black commvnity there OO'iI";'cd to r"JII: bbd; .~wWy _ the Nonnmo Suidcllt GlWdiu
for thc:~ 01 buic 5emc:es aDd I belter qu.aliry M~"1O!l (NOSGA). which bcp.!l ill 1983 to addres$
01 life. 1'be people lISCd baycol:ts • sclIool bo)o;lI:u. COD- $pC:ci6c proble.- at lbe Iol1l hiP Khgol Gugilc wu
wmet boJcDW aDd work Slay.a'nYS _ as a strateI)' (0 dca.cd as c:hairpersoa.~ I>CJCMiat~ wilh e.d'lC'I'ion
preuw-c the white wmmWLity uno acgotiatias with ol!'cnk aboul: &ll ~islleu)rY Id>ool priDcip.IJ lllel
them, UId before tbe~d 5{atc of Emct~ (be u.. with """"""11 wbcll pupib' c!e=aadl WC"; IIICI &lid II
~ apprDKbc.s wNcb bIac:b and whil~ ia Port 5C:bool boyalu a1lcd oIf. NOSGA am.a.ged for ~-

Alfred were IwJImcriaa out I.Lber wercr~ ac- mia.islntioll of !be sehooI to pa$$ 10 a parcn.!/lCK¥rfs.N-
mbda fnJm aD &rOUnd !be c:owury. deBt lSyyj1lion, aDd !be ClrIaniwioD coatiaucd !O pw.h

8U( !be dcd.lrIOon of !he SWc of Emcrgency bas thc Slatc 10 prD¥idc bwcr sclIooI fll(iliticl
changed.o that ,. GlI&iIC'1 ..,.jfc, Kolcb, s.1ys

Now, I police aMpir thlt NOSGA was "thc
SIuda JlWd llUr lbc 1ll00ller body w\bcb tlUght
lownship cntr-.nce like I people how 10 orp4izc'. In·
Illusive, permlnent deed, I number of OIganis.1'
WlIrllinl finger. Army lions were to grow up in
troops patrol the streeu.. NOSGA's wake. Thc Nkwin-
State·traioed black tis, • mooS team, began
municipal guards operating an informal
"vigilantes ill uniform' Ii tOWlllihip information centre
tbey bave beell dubbed· out of tbeir
aid ~ir work, cDSuring homc, to providc advice
that tOWlUhip residcnts 00 pensio"" ullCmpJoymenl
ob!.c~ the late·night paymcnu. and pus law
eurfcw. LItle numbers prob~lI'lS, wbich sub-
of people bave beell scquclltly becamc officially
dctilaed while mOSl of elUCO<lccd ia I separale
tbc leaden ludcy cnough buiJdin&.
10 hue cv.adcd tbe dr.,. III 1984 I separllte (1<"'

net of thc =ri!)' f(l<"Cl;$ sanil'lion buadled off
arc ia hiding. AAd the froQl the iafonmboll ccnlre
militancy of !be )'OUlb. 10 dcaI spcciftcally with pcn_
DOW flues lU'Cbeded ill $iDa problems. T1w: POI1
sp.umodic angry DIll. Alfred Peo1ioMn. 0rpAisa_
bvn.u apialit tbe ialn... / boo iaformed pc....w-n. of
sigc.nec of I litlle deter- !be CDCl: 'mQ!'DIi they
miDed to prCliC.tVC white libould be Jetting. liO WI
power &.lid priVilege. \. 'they now kDow wIw 10 ca·

Perhaps tile derention \ 'fIfPJ" pea Illd tlley ClIl rogbl 011
of tOWlllihip lcader \ '.. """:.", Ibeir QWll' II Kokh s.Jid.
Gugilc Nlrwinl~ 1 .> The Port Alfred Worker's
however, be$! lums up :!>I . ~ _..<.0 Anoo.tion was !be next to
Ibe "liel in:llly of the forDl, IS all affiliatc of
situlnon . that the alter. SAAWlJ (tbe Soulb
n.tiyt posed by this eoQlmuni!)' and othen. like it was AlriUll Allied Worken. Uaion. whkh is now •
milperccivcd II I 'tbre.t to Law .and Order' by the COSATU affiliate), to belp worken. demand thcir
state, warrlntingl m.nive offellliive in III .llcmp! to rigbu.. The Port Alfred Youth Congress (PAYCO)
crush the dcm.OCtltic movement alld wipe out it, legal beS'" in 1985, and in 1986 the Port Alfred W01llen', Or'
space. A stnklng figure, handsome a.::d articulate, 37- ganilltion (PAWO) Wlli foundcd.
ycar'old Gugde worked II I lenior pli)'('hiatric nur$e at Representatives from mOlt of these orglnlsations Ji,lt
the POrt Alfred Hospitll before regLsterinS ror I law de- 011 a central committcc of thc Port Alfred ResidcDt!
gree ~t R.hotlcs Ullive~IY in 1986. BUI unlil Gup's Civic Organisation. Thc civic made clcciaiollll on lIIrious
dctenuan III Jllluary thlll ~u it WI$ rOT bU fight foc the ili.sucs eonfronting the eommunity IS I wbolc, staying in
de~lop",cnt of I nOll-racial, dcmocratic a:tovemeot cloliC contacr wi.Lb the rcsitknu through litrcct and arc.
agillDlit the ap.rtheid ')'$lCQl thaI he WI$ widely acknow- c:omm;nccs. Thc group also ran I creche IDd I pre-
ledged. primary lic:bool
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lnllu wilb.i<l thi5 organiulioul &mtext that boyco(ts scenes discussiOllS resulted ill the witbdt.waI--o(-t!le
were explored as I !.Iraleg)' {O bring state authorities and police and army, and cktainces wcre rclc~d 0fI bail.
"'lUte bw.ineumc=o 10 tbe ~gOliating lable. Aher liIe SlK' 'There were reports of improved cmployc.·cmplo)'l:C
cesII of tbe 1984 school bo)'cott, tbe youth ill tbe com- relati.olubip:s., and agreemellts 00 lIlany ocher millers
IIlwUly Q/lcd for I boyeol:t of the lownstUp's beerba1l, bqa.a to lIIo(We forward. The Blact C"Mc Group, tbe
.fter it was bought by I partnel"$hip which iDcluded. Employer's Federation and the Cbamber of Commerce
fomlCr poIic:emln. The communiry felt WI the bccrb.all CODtinucd to meet rctu1ar1y to cii5CIW YlIrious projects.
compkx eould be hellet used as I creche and b.aodicntl BUI perhaps the lD05.l. an:wiAg OUlc:ome of lIIe lilWl-
ClCIIUe.. The bee,hall OWIIen uked Gugile {O !lc:lp {bern lUI, ill South Alricaa Icruu., wu the effort 10 establish a
arraacc KlJOIialioas. A mecti=g was held, but before the Paclc _-rac:i.a.l Ioal authority for Pon Alfred, (0

_is.sue could be ~'GuPIe __.ll"CUcd..-Howc:...r.-~lJle>-srlndard"KpUlIlc·admiaistrative--bodierf_
the dwse of "iatimM:btioll" WU withdrlWll alter _ 01 black areas aDd white areas. The Blad: Civic's
the bccrhaU owncn ODIlfirmcd that GugiIe had ill (Xl: propou1 rcitCllllcd what delllOefllJ all CMt Soutb
been f:OA$lt\Idivcly auemptlng to deflue the sitlwiocL Africa IuId been e:Wnt~ for :10 Ioag: -We ate eon-

NkwiDti was iIIIpriIoaed agaiD ;" June 198:i for IallDCb_ ¥iliad tlw it _ work together (people of all ratu).
iDg a pro;ea aimed at IlDifyUlg the eommWlity. Tbe ok! South Africa ""OUkI. b.a~ lIO ~u a$ a plau i.a wbich to
cemetery 011 the ed&e of the: to'liO.5.hip had beCO'D'" a M". It _ a ru<tl!!able propovl. $~iDg for Q-

dumpins groIlDd for 11IbbWl, aod the idea was to get the &llIpk: that the _y budseled for tile ddwlel rom-
people together to duD iI. Ibue m.IW be a value orieD- mwUry "O',nci! be alIocaled 10 ptojee:u $ucll as improved
Iatioa.. You mIW firM! tbe th.ia thread whic:b will Iiai road! aod ligbtillg. TIle wb.ite tow\! eoutlCiI decided 10
everyooe. $OlDe11Uq wbic:b wi1I bold them t.IW for a paitioa the gOYUllment for ~rmiuioa to e5tl-bliih I-
long time. AAd it mlW be a pOOtiYe thing. Thi$ _ the ~~ body for the wbole of Port Alfred, J.Od
ecmetJ.l'}"'. Gugile laid. Pollee, IhiokinlJ that tbe pther, they wen: sti1I I-waiting a reply wben tbe fir$l Sute of
iDg was wme $01"1 of meetin& dispened the o;rOW'd witb Emergency was dedared..
teargas and l1Ibber bullet$, I-od Gugile WJ.S detl-ined It was aho al tbis time thl-t Ciugile WI..; asked by ['NO

for 14 days $Chool principilh to end I- $Cbaol boycott. He agreed to
Yet the projea aucc:eeded in pulling people I~ther. ad<lre.u the pupils. wbo io turn returned to scbool. But

The community deeided to erect a 5ingle tombstone for the Sludeoll SOOn rG$umed tbeir boycott when, the day
e\ll:ryone buried there. They collected more than Rl200 wer the Emergency regulations were p;omulgated (July
to buy a monument and pe",uaded the Administration 22. 1985), Ciugile was detained.
Board to erect a fenu around the cemetery to keep the What followed was to be tile begi.aning of a terrible
area elean and well·groomed. Gugile described the day cycle of harrilSSment. tllreall J.nd tile ordeal of detention
of the u.nveiling thus.: "There was I- huge ehllteh serviu for boIb CiugiJe I-nd Koleh; a peTiod wbieh in fact eOn-
in the S1adium that dl-Y. EYCryone o:ame baek for tbat, tinllCi up to the present day.
e\ll:n froUl JohlLDnesburg. People would say, 'loO-aod-w Nkwitui wa.s held for silt days. ol1ly to be re·detained
DCycr arne back boUle since: be left for the mines )'Cars OIl Septem.ber 19 for another si::< wee.u. Despite the
&go. J.nd be ame bJ.ck for Ihe lombstone: lDJ.jor role be !lad reeently pl.J.~d in ending the previous

The celllCtil'}' c1eJ.ll-up WJ.S intended to be I- pos.iti~, bo)'Col:!, polKe ins.isted tbat he wu the "iasrigalor- of a
eonstnletiY'l: projea. !luI CugiIe's delention toudu:d off new ho,eott an i.IId iI took I- OOUl't order to release
Ibe ""lIf1t IIlUe5t in the history of Port Alfred. A!WOo !tim.. Nat, PAWQ ailed for I- S1ay&WlIy by the women
week Cl)n$umer ho,eott _ alled, J.Ild aeeordiDg to of the lOIOolUhip. IZ1Ol.t of whom work. u domestic:
Kale.... "the )'OUtb ..-ere J."IfY J.lld there was rue, fire, wocken.. l"hi5 WI.$. a proie5t .gl-inS! tbe failure of !be
rue in the sueeu of !be tOWftShip'. Bu!, true to dw-ae- police 10 briag 10 jlWice I- suspeo:ed iafOrtner who had
ler, u SOOQ U Cup wu re\used he bea.me i.aoolYed been ideDtifJe.d U the r~pCsl 0( J.ll elderly townsbip rai-
in dforu to DecotiJ.te I- puee. dut. AltbOllgh the S11-y&WlIJ WJ.S calkd off when the

l"hi5 - fr'Jile tbou&h it prO¥ed to be . was ac:bic¥ed white wom.ell of Port Alfred met witb I- PAWQ delep'
through tbe: esr.J.blisbmellt of a llegoti.a.ting <:ollImiUee of tlon to discusS lbe wornelU' grievance.... police im-·
which Ciggile was c:bJ.ir. The while eommwUry, feeJi.a8 mediately detJ.ined Ciugile I-Dd this lune KokkJ..1i ...-ell
the pi.ac:b from the lo:u of blJ.ek. speodiag power, -.e AooIber consumer boycotl was ealIed in pr(lt:CS!
keen to set up a joint white b"·iness and municip&1 &pimt their detentionl. III tbe rDOlItlls thai followe.d
llegcKiJ.ting group called tbe Employer's FedefJ.Iion, lheir reJeue, the Nkwinli's dogs were $bot, tbeir home
wh.ich set I-oo...t di.ac:w.sing tbe township's grie....nces brok.en into I-ud set alighl, I-nd telephonic: thre.IS ~de

along witb tile Pori Alfred CbJ.mber of Commeree. againM Iheir 1iYes. The eouple decided to 10 into hiding.
The list of gric:nnces was a long O<Ie, iaduding TO Slay separately J.nd to lllO~ arOl.lDd frequently to

demJ.llds for I- DCW school: !be withdraw.l of security for· avoid deteaion. This was to be their l,feuyle for eleY'l:n
tu from tbe township: tlle releue of se\ll:ral youths tnumatie months. Yet even tben Ciugile continued to
from detention; Ihe I-bolilion of segregated enltJ.llces tue fOfWJ.rd his responsibilities 10 the eommunily he
int.~ white shops; a single, non·raeial municipality; a rent cares I-bout so intensely. When he ....u detained in
celhng for pell$ioners; I-nd a programme of Job (tel-tion. January 1986 he was involYCd in sensitive baek·to-school
~~ whitea agreed to most of these demands. The Black negotiations in his capacity as UDF East Cape tone Or·
CIYlC Group took their response 10 a community meet· pniser.
ing attended by more than half the township residenll, Slate aaion continues to plague tbe Nkwinlis. When
and the bo)'COtl was ceremoniously ealIed off. the Siale declared its tbird State o( Emergency, Koleka

This aegOli.J.tion process bad far-re;lcl!ing resulLl.. The wu detJ.ined in GrabamstOWfl on her WlIy to ...;sit
racially· segregated shop ellirances disapeared im- Gugile. At Ibe lime of writing. both Gugile and KoIeka
mediJ.lely, aDd I- new school WJ.S completed. Behind,the: ue in detention..
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----,u.iibow.:d.-DUiiDi the "fin( SUlc oi EmerpDq lie Aid:
....(il:) has disrupted OW' delDOCl'aUc ocpninriooll. BUll it
is Do« easy (Of; aa)'ODC 10 kill the 1l.nIdurea, oJ. Port
Allred. People baYe tutcd I(IIIK kiDd at freedom Tbe
OlI,niwiOQs are there; tbc Stale oi £museacy will do
ao«hinl 'ail lll.IkC;$ people _ 0lIl: llIOtc .......6deN
We are '<'Cry p-alcfullo die "* (Of" dais. May .amsu
from Olber areas will kat'a froID Port AIfnd; they MIl el[.

chaDI"~ wlIiie tbcy are ill jail. If c:&lLDOC be
killed'".

~ --- - ,"" .- ,-.

To<by. tile ItmOlpbcrc ill the to'WlUollip is W11 tease.
-MUDicipal police og;upy the former iatonutioa'ceDUc

and gcehe and IlUTound it willi lents COl" &II &rOIIIId·tbc
clock police prUCIl«. The NftiDti's bocDc SWlda bare
and lVc-blKkc.llCd.

While il KC...... lQ&ie wua:c tIw. the commuairy'l
primary pUc:clllU.cf is p']lIMbed COl" the COlIIlIIIIlIity'I d·
foru to betlef their COlldjtiolll, GueiJc himself rnn.ips

; " ,. 0', ~.: '. _ . • _ . ~ _ _ • ~ ~

'.""r_." ,.'t~_· • "~ .'
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Uniw:nilies IUIdu an«k

Lecturer expelled
from South Africa
A SOCIOLOGY lea:un:r apcllcd from Soutb Africa
Iw <;ailed 00 lIIlNc'lItiu to unite ..nil ...,. lIIOla by
the ~D( 10 rQUid: the aulDaDmy ol tertiary
ed"o'ion iDslitutioa:l;.

RbodeI UlIivcfiiry lecturer, Mr Kirk He!likcr, •
Caaadi.m atiua.. "'IU pvc" two IDOGths to leave (be
oountr)' aftcr his residence Uld wort pel"lnits were IIlK
re"c~

The Mitl.iI.Icr of HOlDe Affairs, Stoffel BollIa, refused
to .n- Mr HcUi.lcu All .ppcal against his apub.iQn &lid
a40 rduscd to disclose the re~ for his de f~o

deporutioa.
Mt Hclliltcr's "pulsion W1U lhe btat iD a ICnea of a<;.

tioo:I b)' tbe $GUIll AfricaD SUle aaainu UAiotenitics,
lcacbcrs, aca6c.,.;g and lIudellcs critical of tbc apart·
beid qosIcm.

Fow "1rrtII.ite· ....Mr~ IwI~ beco illYaded
br police after odcau piMred lID~ propetty
to pnllCII apUw tile 'IlI'bite~ Ftc...- bdd ill
May.

A namber of II1ldc1lcs and ¥?'km>a were dc'aincd

IlDCkr~ "'I',,"ina' dwizla peacehd pnIIew. M
t.IlcU~ 01 Cape To-., W.u. Rhoda uod Natal.

Sloonly aItu bciJI& re-du:ced III State Prcncn'.
Piclcr w. 80tba an"OWlced thai. lIiI~ would
"\oolI; 'OU1 ebcly al the engli·b. 'peaking ClUllJI""C& aAd
would _ &IIcw tbcnl to bt" br'cedi.n& IfO'lI'd.I for
radio,'.

F.:!DC3'iooiw iIIt!Olvcd ill tbc~ for an cod to
apartheid ha~ been hard. lUI br !be. SWe's utempc to
cnn.IIlbc ~.parliamenl.". oppe»irion -...cAt.

Of Ibc tuehcn cmp\o)'ed by the DcpartmcAt of
Ed"a1ioo IUld Tra.ilWlg (the dep&rttn.e~ COlIOCl'lICd
...ith bladt educntioa), 147 were ttDable to perform tbcir
duties tm:r tile Iul: U months, beeause they wen: ill
detention.

In Mr He11iker'1 case tile State cbo&c DOl 10 n:tIeW bi&
pel'lElils. tIlerebr rwciq I:Um to lea~ lIle CO\IlItry
without oft'icia1Iy deporting him.

Sbordy bctore be \cft Soulb Africa fOl"· Zimbabwe, be
uid bis I....ycn bid bee.. loki IhaI: the Dcpartmcllt 01
Hoene Affairs IwI rueiYCd a repor1 aboou bim. rrom the
Gnham"OWD Sc.c:urity PoIia: and U I rcwll Ibc Mi»
Itu bad dcOdcd 10 fOl"QC bim. to leave die COIIlIUy

...w.ou.: Futin& bim. III opportv.aitr to appeal., _ vcaor dWurbcd about this bcr. as I UIl sure

tiullllic n:por1 gnaim n>ain.Iy oflft.ilia!orml'ioo aDd ~
ngcralioaI abo..t myKlf nod I will _ ha"" ha~ lbc OIl"
pommity 10 prowl: lbiI ill c:oun.,' he laid.

Mr HclIiker uid thai. folloMn& tile elccriom ill ...bido
Bodan'1 Nntioa.aI Party rcocNcd a ·Ind"e from tile
wbilc dc.e:torate 10 f;OlIlilluc nlon& ill ebole" palb. lIle
JI"'U1!llICnl would poWbly eocroacll on. lbc nb-cady
lilllited aUIO!l<>llly of thc "w~nil:ics.

1n cases of foreign lIQ.demicl tbiI will _ being
thrown (MIt of the COUlluy wlillc ill Olbcr QICS it will
tIlUfl dClcotions, blDDingo. aad OIbu forlllS of brnss
lIIenl,' be WeI.

Kel PAC trial continues
11-IE lrill of sUe lIIen and I _all charged witb furtber·
ins lhe linu of tIlc Pan·AfriCl.llisl COllgreu (PAC) is
still cootinlling in Ihc TrlllLlkei.

The SC""ll Iccused, Leo Rubus.ull Kanlolo, VilIicrs
SiI'Iuku, Sigqibo MpcndWo. S)'IIiod MndJebe, Nomthaa
dazo l.tWzi, VivW Swaartbooi aad VKlor Z&mcla., arc:
facing lliDe o::GWIl5 related 10 lurt!lcring the ai.ms 01. the
banned PAC, reauiting peopIc aDd IaarbowiDg three
IOCn known 10 the Seate asle~

All scvca Iu."" pIelded DOl IIlikr to aU cbrges.
Wbell lIle trial rallmed ~~ die fin! StIle wit.

Dt$$, a T~ci articled dc.rk, Moop_liN~
was SClltC~ 10 I )'eV1 ilnpmcw"neot ror R:~ to
testif) q;iWw the KC''$Cd

Npokwma. wbo was eaIJcd an a StIle 1riuIe;u aad also
warned as aa aot:o!IlplX:c. reluKd to tr.kc tbc D&tb aad
irldic.ated thai. he was DOl prc.pIrQi 10 &i"" evideaee
q;'ia" the KC"lCd as be n:prdcd hi......lf 1$ 'ooc of.......

After being wvtIed br the lIIasistralc. Mr R. M"1CkIcs·
lidd, I.lId havillg Ibe law he was COllUI'l'e1liDg read out
to _ Ng:mkwa.al "-'II rt;fuscd to &i"" eYidcacc., ")'ins
thai abouId he do .10, it wolild "b1.Ul« bi& cotlICiCDCC ror
tile rw of his life',

Mq;istrate Mieklcsficld said be did nOi accept Ngmk
WUlI'S reasoas.

At this week'i hcariDg, aceond SlIte wituCS$,
N:r:wam.adoda Ntuli, was declud boItiIc. and arr-wed
Olltlide the COIlrtrOOlll boW'l aftu sMnI evidence.

\¥bea ealIed to give eYidcacc., NNli d«lined 10 tnke
the oatil, Uld asked the COUr1 10 nDow bim. to tr.kc legal
ndvic:e 10 'straiglneD out certaia thiDp'.

MickleaflCkl tllnlCd doWD Ibis reqUC&l.
wu, NlUIi did tr.kc tbc tMtb, bill m.ictny thrtJU&b. his

evidence, the prosecutor, D. SaDkey, ordered thai be be
dcelared a bostiIc witoess.

•


