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flushes of delusion
South AfrIu ', fi rst demoer"lc ."Clio<'! could "My "" tum out not 10
b. Ihe Iwo-hors . ree l pred lc t.d by the l.,ger ,1Il. ne.s. , loppy
~'IpertS- ' nc! headline wrtters.

Beware the hotT
HE FlRST Oymp.
toms of elec tion
f....t . k. ~t em...·

ged in South Alrica 
...... Iling in ofttn wild
<p:<ul.otionabou t what
will happen whtn
"'llIt 22 mill ion d o
........ ' u lly go to Iht
polls in Ikt cou nt .y'>
fj"t d~..ocr.li( tit(.....

But i1.tlou1d alw.,..
be- IftIII'mbmod tha i~ r.w. is a d....
..... tIuol N...,.. hoIIlh>../w, (Ii dfN.
. io_, p.irl i( u la rly by ...If·prod a ,med
' npms", party had.... poIbttn .nd jou....
aIilIo. IJId it. ....,.,.. ailmtnt is tha t it a .......
.... opinion> .nd da m.. to be- ....f"'"'<\"-'d IS

truthor bct.
And its ro ... broughl aboul by the VOle on

election diy. is instaola""",",, pn"Viou< stal...
IIlt ols u e immedi.'tly fo .goUtO, ~v~o

though """", 0/ t.... ..... p<>m. oolll<'time; do
try k> ""pllin why th..,. WI.... wroog.

In Soulh Africa t.e.. m<llt prople have
"""......~od hef,,, nd • signific. nt porlion
of Ih. e!«:to••le Iiw in ....... which opinion
"'...."YO .......... poll. tilt> p.~."'tial fn. dl'lu.ion
ond distii!lion is . ub>tantial during tile cam·
P'"go,

T.... ""';Or """..... 0/ Ihe fe"f< i•• in the
end. tho political f'l'rti<'<.nd il is oflen not
dft 'bn-at• . P. r1y ;lctivi,". ""ho bO'lie.·~ in

By lARRY ST1lU K

Ih~ir u u-e uld lu d....hip ud who.~

worling long hou", for victory. fm:jumtly
annoI ..... <It /..." Milly. T1wy ... gmui....ty
ronvi"O'd lhoy ktIOW wll.ol will ""ppm OIl
polling doy. but they .... wrong.

PoIili~1 !"'me...100 I... . nd make propiI"

g.lM. III ptt>m<>tE' ttwir c. m"",ign. PoIilrilns
"...,...,. oIdmil lO telling lWi, but thtoy do dehb
....My disgui... lac!> or withhold thO' truth
or know ingly misr.p.......nt • •itu. tion to
promote tlleir pdrlYf campaign.

For ill,tana, in lho- l '1!19 dl'ction campi'ign,
th.. Nation. l Party bn''''" ropyright to publish
an adwrti••".,,,,,,l. Containing. pio:tun' of.
Drmcnatir Party 1HJ..or (Wynand Malan)
talking10 the ,""" SA Communist rarty sec·
rctary-gmerll )OPSlow. t~ ad t'f.'lt was a bla
tant attempt 10mn~ NP da i..... that the

01' ...~. "soft" on
commun.......

Th;s was all jc>,

&"'t.... when S1",,!)

bK.lI'IC' invoh'e<! in
d~ ..i lh the
Sf I ynr 1.11,"- but
at the Iimt it $lIi1ed

t"~ ooll«ti~ wis
dum of I h~ S f
.1'''<1:;,1. to pro
_ the Ii!- W I the

Of w,' SO/lOll

-~
Socrc- f*'l'" are - and will be- - _ bla-

tan t atoout this tha n "'hen. but~ aU do it
nu. is thefI IN inlo ororty. plIrticularly 10
the 'npms~ and 10 juumalisb. in ordo>r 10
in~ the .......l\UI multo

It is. in the WId. plIr1 oft~dt ,,«mil: pr<>
<TM. Th~ lies (. nno! be- too obvious or too
wrong. b«a...... that afffds (mJit>i]ity, as the
NP n pe-rien<"ed who-n tho tho-n Minister of
H~alt k. 0. u plI Munnik, d.i~ lowards
tk~ ~nd of tl\e I'll!] ~IKlion (ampaign that
f'<'m ion~.. (ould li~t on R20;l month I"r
f"od . Ik"" ~mphatkall y d,"' it'd that h~ had
m~dt sock ;l Olat"",~nt bul was proved, by
I~l"' , to bo> wrong,
MiSNp......." t~ lion . k~l f.trul k, ~nd cm i·

bili ty . ... p• •t of tk.t pfO<'E'<,. And South
Africa is proving to be-no~.

One oflkt (on'""l u""", i' Ihe ...iddy·
iJ Page to

•



ELEalONS -

'It has been particularly fa shion

able to w rite off the Dp, despite

the fact that its once-ridiculed

policies are now accepted as

almost self-evident troth by most'

Flushes of delusion
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held per<:eplion that the deenan is going to
be a conl<;oSl be!w...n the NP and lhe A~C,

or rather, lheNPand ANC alliances.
A diss«tion of Ihe claims, propaganda

and polls certainly suggests that by the hrst
quarter of 1993 _ that is beful'l' the murder of
Chris Hani at Easler - the ANC .lliance
would gamer over half the voles and Ihe NP
alliance 20 to 25 per«>nt.

But, even if this was true then, it dOl'S not
mean that some of the minority parties
should be excluded from any analysis. It
obviously benefits the l.rg...- . lli.nre> to pre-
tend il is. two-horse ra"" and it is Cfttlinly
helpful for sloppy ana lysis by "experts". It is
also helpfu l for head line writers.

Oearly, many of the part!.... t
t"" World Trade Cen tre negoti.
tons are going to disdppear into
one Or oth..,- .Ili.nce and il seems
unlikly th.t the white right -wing
alli.nce uoo..,- the present leader
ship will be .ble to gct the five per
cent which will probably be nt'Ct"S
sary for representation in the
Interim Government 0/ N.tion.1
UnityUgnu),

But three minority p.rlies
could well play. role in the post-
election government _ the PAC, [FP and the

D'
In the past. il has been f. shion. ble in gm'·

emment. ANC .nd .cademic cird... to dis
miss the PAC as.n election threat. The PAC
also has logistical. fin.ncial .nd organis.·
tion.llimitations. but there are indications
that it is winning support from the ANC.

Eye on the horizon
From Pa(/<! 8

space, Ihe skills .nd lhe wnftdence to pr.c
tise democracy - to "do democracy".

So (\'('1\ when we do vOler education, we
have 10 keep on looking at the horizon, at
what kind 0/ sucicty we need - at tomorrow,
at live years' time, nul just at April 29.

So what d<:>es thi5 m....n lor us . s educ. ·
10rs? It means that every single time we plao
a workshop or a training course or when we
write materi.I, we need to Ihink very c.....
fully about wh.t we are doing, We need to
ask ourselves - is Ihis ....lIy "touching" pe<>
pIe. are we tal king .bout the things which
matter to them?

And then at the same time, with une eye
on the horizon. we need to .sk ourS<'lves
how c.n we build, into this workshop or that

particulariy .mongst Ihe youth.nd particu·
larly as the negoti.tions drag on.

It also has been fashionahle. particularly in
liberation movement circles. to downplay
.nd minimise the IFP, But whatever eise lhe
conflict in Natal and the Reef has shown, il
has demonstrated Ihallnkalha does h.ve.
gr.ssroots base that cannot be ignored

With OVCT three mill ion yoters in N.tall
KwaZuk much of it in remote areas. the lFP
cannot be ignored . nor can the possibility of
it being Ihe m. jorily party in • Natal
"'Ilionai government bedismissed ,

It has been p.rticul.rly f.shionable 10
write oHthe Dr, despite Ihe I.ct th. t its
once-ridiculed policies on • bill of rights,
negoti.tions or a nahonal convention. pro-
portiunal representatiun and regional gUY'
ernment .re now accepted as almost .df-evi·

dent truth by most, and desp ite its
f"mtating roie in the negotia tions,

But the Dr's growth, particul.rly in Ihe
Western C.pe, should be noticed. It had 14
active br.nches in the W"tern Cape at the
beginning of 1991. bul says there are now f>5
in the region. The Dr claims it will be the
largest party in the region aft.,. the elections

booklet. an element which confronts and
gently challenges people's stereotypes?

Something which m.kes people look
inward instead of outw.rd, which m. kes
people hopr .nd not fe.r or feel over·
whelmed, We need to ask oorsel,... how can
we reach people's hearls .nd not jusl Iheir
minds, because tha t is where rea l and pro
found change lakes place.

Shifting people's op inions or broadening
people's knowledge remains. <:eTebr.1 ""er·
ei... - .Ibeit • valuable one. Getting people to
the point where they wan t to do something
aboul things - well. that is the ....1challenge.
Because bu ilding democracy is not just arout
discussing or accepting or putting up with
it is about doing,

If we want to create. vibr.nt dvU society
in this country, we don't need people just to
be toler. nt, we need people to do tolerance
work. We don't just need pe.ceful people,

and, with. clear swing .w.y from the N1'
amon g "coluu red" people. il m.y well '"
juslified in its claims,

In any event. the Western Cape looks Ii..
being an interesting th ......w.y fight.

The DP le aders hip says it cou ld wi,
belween 15 .nd 18 percent of the tolal VOl>
in an eiection, and th ree seats in • 21}-1-"'f'oo 1
[gnu. That claim seems too high, bul the DI'
will bea factor in the election. I

If pl.ns to hold national and "'Iliunal ele.:.
tions on the same day a", realised. Ihis could
. id the three sm.lIer parti..., particularly if
they wncentrate on specific regions, becau..
Ihe resources of the national alli.nces will '"
som....·hat Slf\'lChed.

With the hu ge number of ne.rly 7 000
polling sta tiuns which the Dep.rtment 01
Hume Affairs is planning to set up .round

the coun try. including all 101
homel.nds, only truly n.tional
mO" ements will be.ble to m.i..
t.in .n effective presen"
throoghoutthe country.

II, however, the negotiaton
agree on lhe election 0/400 MPs,
100 seoalors an d about 1 000
regiuoal Mrs 000 each for, say,
10regions), the five major pam..
will be .ble to produce electi"'l
s1.tes 011 500 people - perhaf'l
enough to satisfy the ambition>,

egos and commitment of their key activists
It will also e••cerbate the worst sympto""

olelection fever, which will undoubtedly gf!
worse uotilabout April V. But the om will
stabilise and, for a while alleast, put some ..
the .""perts" in Iheir place.

a. "Y Sb..k I. on Ih. poIlH""I ... ff of I'"

C-P'lI'""'1

we need peo ple to do peace work.
This la nd has been deeply scarred . It

needs active healing - not just the ointment
of time. How can we share the larger visi""
for this country SO lhat people wm williogly
trade in their dCl1ted . narrow, /earful vision?
And then having done that, how c.n ""
empower them to fell driven to share the~

vision ....i thoth=? t
It is so ....sy to blame the system, Ihe politi· I

dans . nd the past - but what are we doi"8
to bu ild, rather th. n to blame?

As educators we ha" e a unique aod privi·
leged position - we c.n le arn from 0"'
.nother, we can share with one arother whal
"works", we can exch.nge resources.nd"'"
jealously gu.rd our dom.in or our a",as of
e.pertise.

Our s kills, our resources belong to the
people, not to us. But wh.t we do wilh the!!'
determines the future Ior.1l of us, I


