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Ballot box or Pandora's box? 

may get 

SA back 
on track 

B^ I'M I 
C.RAHWI 

South Africans of all persuasions 
should start preparing for an election. 
Rapid movement to a transitional gov

ernment - based on 
an elected constitu- E p r * j n n r 
tkm-making body - L I C L I I U I 10 
is increasingly be
coming a popular 
political option. 

When Codesa 2 
stuttered and then 
failed* negotiators 
from the various 
parbes - and in par
ticular the ANC and 
the government -
had reached remark
able agreements on a 
variety of subjects 
including mechanisms for transitional gov
ernment 

The fallout from Codesa and the subse
quent despair and anger evoked by 
Boipatong has led to people questioning 
whether those in working groups were actu
ally speaking the same language or were fast 
pretending to agree. The mass action cam
paign in progress at the moment was 
designed eithcf to remind the government of 
the urgency of establishing peace and 
democracy or of removing it from office and 
replacing it with interim measures which 
would be more responsive to the needs of 
the country 

Whatever the outcome of Ihe mass action 
and of the various third partv interventions 
which it has provoked, leadership - whether 
through a revived negotiating (orum, 
through an interim authority- or by unilateral 
decision - will be looking quite soon at least 
at some of the recommendations of Codesa 
as they provide tormulas about which there 
is already some common cause. 
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/ Th&isa day of mournmg 
m This is a day of shame -

the events of Boipatong 
have shocked our nation and 
the nations of the world so that 
even the most apathetic, the 
most anaesthetised among us, 
recoil in horror and shame and 
have to say "Enoughs 

Enough of thiii carnage, this 
brutal slaughter, this degrad
ing inhumanity. Enough of this 
political opportunism at the 
expense of defenceless chil
dren and woman and Ihe aged; enough of 
this blood-letting. Our country, each of us, is 
stained wilh blood deep into our very souls. 
We l i t no longer while or black or coloured 
- we are all mf with each other's blood 

Apartheid, which has made pariahs of the 
people of South Africa in the international 
community is now in its death throes 

Live the 
dream now! 
At a memorial service for the Boipatong victims on 

June 29, the Anglican Dean ot Cape Town, Colin 

Jones, called on ordinary South Africans to give 

the lead in building a society based on justice, 

peace, humanity and compassion. These are 

extracts from his address 

making of us an abomination in the eyes of 
Ihe human tamily.„ 

These are bleak days indeed We cannot 
just bury our dead and get on with life in 
South Africa - because life in South Africa is 
about death and the constant burying of 
our dead. 
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BOIPATONG MESSAGE 

Live the dream now! 
Rom Page 1 

It is not enough to march 
each time when Ihe funeral 
processions far outnumber the 
occasions on which we march, 
and Ihe death certificates far 
outnumber the letters of 
protest to the government -
and more is said at (uneral 
services than at Codesa. 

These are bleak days 
indeed. Days in which we 
think (hat we can generate 
pride in ourselves as a nation 
by winning gold medals on a 
sports field. 

We are SO good at blocking 
out of our national conscious
ness and from our corporate 
conscience the daily death and 
mayhem. We wanl lo see our* 
selves as heroes; as winners* 
And so we place the task of 
winning respect and adulation 
upon the shoulders of our ath
letes, our sportspeople. And 
we sit back in our armchairs Daw Colin Jones with Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
with our newspapers or 
watching our televisions * swollen with 
pride at our sportsmen and women's 
achievements* 

'We are so good at blocking out 

of our national consciousness 

and from our corporate 

conscience the daily death 

and mayhem' 

Did you read the newspaper posters on 
your way up Adderley Street today? Each of 
them this morning was about sport* Today, 
when the world is watching us, our atten
tion is being drawn away from Boipatong, 
away from our grief and shame, away from 
yet another killing field to the sports field,.. 

Today, in Boipatong, we bury our children 
- as we did in June 76 and March I960 -
children who will never play another town
ship game lei alone compete in Ihe 
Olympics- The sea between Boipatong and 
Barcelona is a sea of blood. 

And while all this happens the political 
leadership of our countrv play their own 
games of one-upmanship and powerplay* 
The game of killing has become a free-for-all 
with no captains - but with many coaches 

egging the game on from the side-lines* 
Faceless people never brought to justice; the 
police who are supposed to ensure the safetv 
and protection of the innocent who ahvavs 
happen to be at the wrong place al the 
wrong time; inconclusive findings... 

South Africa's leaders - and I am talking 
across the entire spectrum of leadership - by 
not giving a strong lead lo their followers to 
end the violence, must bear the responsibil
ity of our national shame... 

But in order (to create) a society in which 
w 

all human life is held holy, in which all peo
ple enjoy peace and freedom, a society in 
which all will enjoy not just equal access to 
the law. but equal protection under Ihe law, 
a society free from corruption - a decent, 
human, proud South Africa (1 have used these 
words because "non-racial, non-sexist, 
democratic" have become devoid of mean
ing for ordinary people) - in order for such a 
society to born we must, in the words of a 
woman priest in America, Carole Crumlev, 
'live the dream now"! 

She says: "In order to achieve justice, we 
must start living justly among ourselves. We 
ought to start being and doing that which we 
desire our society to become. 

"If we believe in freedom of speech, (hen 
we should speak freely. If we believe in 
truth, then tell it. If we believe in an open 

society, then ad openly If we 
believe in a decent and 
humane world, then behave 
decently and humanely. Hold 
up the vision, even when you 
don't know how to get there, 
and live the dream now!" 

(We) don't know how to get 
there.*. Our leaders don't or 
won't. The events of 
Boipatong and other less spec
tacular times have shown us 
one thing: there is a massive 
lack of resolve on the part of 
Ihe state, or at best a massive 
inability, to make the dream 
happen now All thai has been 
produced is a growing night
mare. 

Where does that leave us? 
For we are in one way or 
another, all victims of 
Boipatong. It leaves us with 
the task of making society just 
and peaceful 

Political slogans, ideological 
rhetoric, political posturing 
and power positioning, cor
ruption and skulduggery are 

not the kinds of things that ordinarySouth 
Africans want from our leaders* 

'We ought to start being 

and doing that which 

xve desire our society 

to become' 

TheA/gi* 

We want hope not euphoria We wanl to 
believe in ourselves, we want to hold our 
heads up high not bow them in shame like 
today? We, the ordinary citteens of this our 
mother city, call upon all the people of our 
country to shake off Ihe nightmare of vio
lence and to live the dream of peace and jus
tice 

We can do it! We do not have lo wait for 
Codesa lo show us how to respect life and 
liberty. We do not need • democratic consti
tution in order to live at peace now. We do 
not need a bill o( rights in order to stop 
killing now„+ 

We have to free ourselves, to take the lead 
ourselves. This is not anarchy, this is hope. 

You may be wondering why I am 
addressing my comments to you* Surely a 
just society comes when those who perpe
trate injustice are overthrown or when they 



DEMOCRACY 

From Page 7 

change? The events of the past weeks and 
Indeed months, and in particular the 
Boipatong massacre have yet again exposed 
the South African government's lack of will 
and/or inability to bring about peace and 
justice for all 

But we ourselves will not be doing any 
better, we will not be able lo live the dream 
now, i( we are haunted by the nightmarish 
ghost of pessimism and a "victim mental-
ity". For pessimism and self-victimisation 
are the chains of our own forging and only 
we can free ourselves from them. 

It is all too easy to sec ourselves as vie* 
tims. And the mood of the victim Is 
inevitably despair, resentment and self-pity 
These feelings are totally undermining of 
true human liberation. We cannot build a 
new society out of these* 

'Political posturing and power 
positioning, corruption and 

skulduggery are not what ordi

nary South Africans xvant from 

our leaders. We want hope 

not euphoria' 

It is not enough lo resist being slaves of 
an oppressive and corrupt government 
while also being slaves of our own making -
shackled to destructive patterns of 
behaviour, trapped by bitterness and resent
ment, overtaken by the violence of our emo
tions and actions - not free at all 

I appeal on behalf of all the citizens of our 
mother city, to all our brothers and sisters in 
those communities beset by violence, not to 
allow themselves to be slaves of yet another 
oppressive and destructive master violence, 
but like truly noble and dignified human 
beings, who love justice and peace above all 
else, to resist the manipulation of whoever -
rogue police, agent provocateurs, agents of 
state, of political groupings - whoever it is to 
whom your lives mean nothing. 

Hear what we here and the nations of the 
world are saying today: your life does count 
for something; your deaths are grieved. Your 
children are our children and our land's 
future. You deserve more of this land than 
just a grave at Sharpeville You are with us 
one nation, one people under God. Without 
you we are less than ourselves, less than a 
nation! 

Our one hope is to live and act in the face 
of inhumanity and violence, in the face 
of despair - to live and act humanely, 
and peaceably and in hope... ? 

Jihad vs 
McWorld 

The two major political tendencies of our age - tribalism and glob-
alism - clash at every point except one: both threaten democracy, 
says American political scientist BENJAMIN R BARBER. 

J ust beyond the horizon of current 
events lie two possible political futures 
- both bleak, neither democratic 

The first is retribalisation of large swathes 
of humankind bv war and bloodshed: a 
threatened Lebanon isa Hon of national states 
in which culture is pitted against culture, 
people against people, tribe against tribe - a 
Jihad in the name of a hundred narrowly 
conceived faiths against every kind of inter* 
dependence, social co-operation and civic 
mutuality. 

The second is being borne in on us by the 
onrush of economic and ecological forces 
that demand integration and uniformity, and 
mesmerise the world with fast music, fast 
computers and fast food - with MTV, Macin
tosh and McDonald's pressing nations into 
one commercially homogenous global 
network: one McWorld lied together by 
technology, ecology, communications and 
commerce. 

They have one thing in common: neither 
offers much hope to citizens looking for 
practical ways to govern themselves demo
cratically-

Four imperatives make up the dynamic of 
McWorld: a market imperative, a resource 
imperative, an information-technology 
imperative and an ecological imperative. 

Market imperative 
All national economies are now vulnerable 
to the inroads of larger, transnational mar
kets within which trade is free, currencies 
are convertible, access to banking is open 
and contracts are enforceable under law. 
Such markets are eroding national 
sovereignty and giving rise to entities -
international banks, transnational lobbies 
like Opec and Greenpeace, world news ser
vices like CNN and the BBC, and multina
tional corporations - that neither reflect nor 
respect nationhood as an organising or regu
lative principle. 

The market imperative has also reinforced 
the quest (or international peace and stabil
ity, requisites of an efficient international 
economy, 

Common markets demand a common lan
guage as well as a common currency, and 
they produce common behaviours of the 
kind bred by cosmopolitan city life every
where. Shopping has a common signature 
throughout the world, 

'Yet in all this hi-tech 
commercial world there is 

nothing that looks 
particularly democratic' 

Resource imperative 
The Athenians were unable to realise the 
ideal of autarky: political autonomy resting 
firmlv on economic independence. Today, 
with the rapid depletion of resources that 
once seemed inexhaustible, and the 
maldistribution of arable soil and minerals 
on the planet, the reality of interdependence 
is inescapable 

Information-technology imperative 
Business, banking and commerce all depend 
on information flow and are facilitated by 
new communication technologies- The 
hardware of these technologies tends to be 
systemic and integrated - computer, televi
sion, cable, satellite, fiber-optic and 
microchip technologies combining to create 
a vast interactive network-

Moreover, the pursuit of science and tech
nology a^ks for, even compels, open soci
eties. Satellite footprints do not respect 
national borders; telephone wires penetrate 
the most closed societies. 

The new technology's software is perhaps 
even more globalising than its hardware, 
because culture has become more potent 
than armaments. What is the power of the 
Pentagon compared with Disneyland? Can 
the Sixth Fleet keep up with CNN? 
McDonald's in Moscow and Coke in China 
will do more to create a global culture than 
military colonisation ever could, 

Yet in till this hi-tech commercial world 


