
NATION BUILDING

Manufactured myths are
'hostile to democracy'
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EDL'CATION for nati,," building has
l>t.-t-n propo...d as,a way 10 c.....a t~ a
",,, fi~d South Afocan people. But;1

would ~ incompatible with education for
dcmocr""}'_

IlI'fure e,.mining this .~....mon it is I'IeC1:S

sa'Y to look fi~1 at how .... Ii,tie the id", of a
common nationhood is in a s""iety .,
divided and dive.... as South Africa. While
"""'" of the fNIun>s that mak a ""lion. such
as octupation of an h;storicalwrrih>ry and
political autonom y, are either p...... nl 0'
imrnino:nl.otho>rs a... simply not applicabk:.

Although it is probably Irue thaI many
Soulh Alricans share a common loyally
to Ih. political community. our history is
only partly OIl<' oIli,'ing logeIhcr. II is also.
hi'lory of coloniali,m a nd conque,t, of
conlhcl, .~propriaHon, opp",,,ion and
. ' ploitation. As a re,ull, membe", of the
society have very dill""",t sets of memories
and myth. , where .ome memb.rs . r.
depicted .. """mies ralher than compatriot"
It il diffk u ll to locate a common n.tion
000l>...

PENNY ENSLIN argues that nation

building Is not a dalansible

approach to education atler

apartheid.

Aparlheid abu-...,d the COl'IC4'pt of cullure
for cynical r.dsl end" bUI it remain, true
that S<lUth Africans cannot be described as
culturally homog"""-'Ou-, or sharing di,tinc·
tive characteristics, There are elements of
cultu... which . ... """red, bul d""P divisions
m.ke it dear that m.ny do 001 sh..... a ........
of b.longing with thei r compalriots,
Loyalties lend 10 be factional rat her than
embracing the whole society.

Bul we should 001 "",ke too much of the
ide. that for. society to be. nation it must
demonslr.t. a set of !Iollural or objective fea·
tun.'S. A, Em...t C<>lIn.r 'rgu,," in Naiwn,
ROd Notionali,m . n.tions .re neated by
!Ioltionalism. Rather than emerging sponl. ·
lIOOusly. n.lions are invenled . s . J't'Sult of

bu..... ucr.tic incorpo<ation or of mobilisation
by inwlk'ctu.ls.nd li\leTalion movements,

A fe.ture of this PJ'OC't'Sl' of nation building
is the manufacture of a n. tion.l myth.
Wh..... there are deep divisi,m, in. sociely
myths of considerable proportions .nd
imagi!lollioo would !Ia" e to be manufactured
if its members w.re to .... themsel,',," and
each other as belonging to one nation.

The question which arises. therefore, is
whether educ.tion should include lhe manu·
facture and leaching of lhese national myths
and inventions as f'drl of • process of nation
building.

Christian Nationa] Education (CNE) i••
pa inful ex.mple of schooling aimed at
nation building, lnsh>.d of devek'l'ing ratio
nal reflection .nd critical IhinlJng. CNE set
'lUI io pnmwtt' a myth which declared that
GOO had . 1Iotted the land in Soulh Africa to
Afri kaners. or whites. and that hi,l("i(al
",' enl•. including the appn>prialion of Ihis
land. w....,GOO·. will.

To page 22

"



NATION BUILDING

The delnlte on nation build ing has overlooked the analogy between the
ro le of good parent ing In creating a healthy Individual Identity and the role

of leadersh ip In creating a coherent natlonal ldenlity.
SHAUNA WESTCOn spoke to Thea Schkolne.

syndrome'

SA in grip of
'borderline

Manufactured myths
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For those who embracrd the nation-build·
ing myths of eNE....asons or ~vidt'IlCe for
the"" beliefs were not ",le\'onl and critic.1
scrutinyof them was not cnrouragt>d,

Howe""", the dcwlopmffit of rati"""lity
should be ",nlr.llo NUC.tiOn. and students
should be encouraged to fXCr<:;se rational
, kills, While this docs not mean that Mue.
tion is only about learning to engage in
rational enqu iry - education also legiti·
mately promotes imagination and creativity
- it d""s imply tllat educalion should nol
""courage students to emb"ce falsebeliefs .

Indeed edw:ation, and particularly rouca
tion fora democratic way (If life,must expose
fal.. bel;ef,;, especially the mj1hs that politi
cal and cultural entrepnmeuf1; would have
student> embrace. This rould occasi<mally
require that students and citizens publicly
renounce thenanon's deeds and values,

But loplty to the natiM is e'pected of ils
members . While nationhood is often
e,p","""", as a demand for autonomy klT the
natiM, thi' d"", not u,ually imply auton
omy for it, members, Although nationalist,
l)l'icaUy claim that e' 'ery n.tion is unique.
individua l members of the nation must ,ur
"",de< their individual uniqueness in order
t(l bel(lng t(l the (lrg.nic whole. identifying
with .nd celebrating. given heritage,

'Christian Na tional
EducatiOlI is a painfu l

example of schooling aimed
at nation building'

Nationalism offers little by way of inspi
rati"" to democratic deeds and procedures,
and nOlhing to pmmpt deba te. 11 se,",'<'S a
purpose in liberation struggles, but oflers
little thereafter,

Informed by a sense of hl' tory which is a
combinati,m of forgetting and retrospeclive
mythologising, nationall'm does not loster
the e"'n:ise of reason or the infonnro, criti
cal imaginatiM and questi""ing 01 authority
which should be developed by education,
Nation building would pre-empt the exer·
dse 01 democratic rea",m by discouraging
open-ended public deba te on alternative
political possibillli<'S, and explMation of
proper rational gmunds foracti"",

The rel, ted ideals of education and
democracy are incompatible with that of the
"natiOll". Nation building is nm a defen.'ible
approach to education after ap,rtheid.

r~.ny E.,lin i. he. d of the Educ.tion
Dep. rlme.t.1 lh~ U.i ity 01,h.

Wl' t. ...,."d.

I F THE South African rommunity were a
la rge extended family and its le.ders
were concerned pa"",ls. the problem that

family therapy would have to address would
be "borderl ine syndrome". So s'p Theo
Sehkolne, graduate of Duqu...IIl' University
in the Uni ted St.tes and McM.ster
University in C.n.d. ,

In indi" iduals, "borderline personality" is
indic.tro by a shaky and nrn-o:oOenmt iden
tity, dr.matic ,hilts in mood .nd • gre.t
potential fm ...U-destmcti"eness. In the ca...
of a mllective, a di.gnllSis 01 "borderline
syndrome" would be m.de (In the basis (If
the "(ll.lility ill emmion in the collective, the
.bsence ill a central, uniflro mmmunity core
.nd collecti"e ...If-deslructiveness,

"I think thai in South Alrica, in thl' lime (If
transili"": says SehOOI"", "the Vl\latilily (If
emlliiM' focuses largely amund lear, para
noia, mi'lrust, entitlement and the unre
solved experi"""" (If w<>Undroness,'

In individ uals, the causes (If borderline
personalilY lie in gl'CJO.Sly inadequate parent
ing - what Sehkol,.., calls "a profound fa ilure
in early nurturance and containment where
a sense ill coherent idenlity i' consumro by
the needs of the parenta l figure m thmugh
forms ill early deprivati(ln".

11 the analogy between parents and polili
cal leadership hold" it is n(lt difficult to
,ee h(lw the barbari'm (If the apa rthei d
(lrder, and the wOOI...le neglect and cruelly
emanating from inslituti(lns lhat should ha,'e
provided care, sowro the seeds ill the soci
<'!al damage that MW threatens !he future,

According to Sehoolne, even after the offi
cial death of apartheid, leadef1; are still fail
ing in the essence of their lask

"Leadership in thi' country slill seemS to
be gmunded in the articulation (If special
interesl needs. Even though this is legitimate
in terms of pasl discriminaliM, il prevenls

them from fully encount.ring the diversit)'
of cultural.nd human needs and experience,
If we see the vari<>u' divmities in <>Ur soci
ety a, a family, then the parental fi gures are
nol proYiding real containmen t rur all that
diversity of need"

"Conlainment. a sen,. 01 safety. is what
Icadcf1;hip ,hould be offering; p"," iding our
diversi ty 01 comm uni ties wi th common
ground. Instead, they dwell 100 much rn !he
idea of entillement. While this is legitimate,
it may create a sense 01 fear in others of
being dis~ or releg,ted to the mle of
outsider.

"The real task for leadef1;hip is to build the

sense of national identity that we ha.'e "",'cr
had because of our history of separalion a"d
divisiM. A national identity must be ba"'"
on the celebration of unity within diversily.
The chaUenge rur leadership is how to articu
lale thal - becalLse thai is containment"

Sehkolne Sires"", that a sense of ",Ilectiw
identity should ""t be confuse</ with the
prejudiced , tereotyping that a"ign, 10 Oul
.ider gmups - Afrikaner,;, Zulus, gay" Jews.
scapeg()<lls of any sort - characteristics that
encapsulate .nd separate Ir.em from others.

"l1>e characteristic,; of the national person
ali ty, " modelled by leadeTShip. shou ld
include respect for difl~nmce and d iv~rsil)',

and a search for alilhose thing, that ..... com
mon in people's interest>. need,. ",lues and
views. Thi, rommonalil)' is obscured when
people are s.t up aga ins t each other in ,
competitive way "

Can a sociely suffering from boTderhne
syndrome hope ruT rt'COveryl Thai d.pend'
on the leadership, saY" Sehkoln•. leade"
nero to find and provide "th"'e Iranscen
dent "alues that truly don't relate to majority
or ethn ic pOWeT but resl on the common
threads". Such a commilment will foster the
d.,·dopment 01 "a solid national identilY


