
TOLERANCI

Public examples of political Intolerance In recent months
have intensified pressure for (preferably) quick remedies. But
are there any?

intolerance:
Political

long haul to
new culture

waits in large measure on a political settle
ment within which the rehabilitation of gov
ernment services, a culture of democraticI
rights and an economic prog.amme "an bt
negotiated ,

Within this environ ment, programm...
which develop self.....teem and self-ron fi·
dence, a spirit 01 ~I"'" t~, and an independent
attitude are """"""'ry. These form the back·
drop to mo,," sper:ific prog.amm... ofcitizen
ship and community responsib~ity, Dr Os<;a.

Dhlomo, 01 the Institute for Mult i-Pa. ty
Democracy, males the poinllhal we should
beware of merel y reaching lor Weste. n
sou rces and values d uring such pro
g.ammes. S~cificany African Ifad illon '
must be identified and t«laimed , The devel
opment 01 the s kill. necessary for deal ing
with continuing competition lor ll'SOurc-es 
such as sk~1s in negoliation and mediation 
can un derpin a tol"'ant society but it i. I""
environment 01 secu rity and ....pect for oth
ers which drives people to chooo;e lhese """
coercive problem solving methods

There is a lso a fear of tota litariani sm
wh ich lies at the heart of this upsurge in con
cern for tolerance. Dealing with this fear
requires p.og.ammes which b.ing people
fro m different cultural and radal groups
back into contact wilh one anothe., One 01
the dangers of lhe race for poW<.'l" which an
elecl ion en genders is Ihat of polarisat ion
around parties. In South Africa, despite all
our wea k efforts to the contrary, parties c{l11-

Apn>gramme 10ach Ieve a culture of tol
e.ance will ha.ve 10 addTeSS directly
the n<'<'<ls whIch dn"e in tolerance .

Pe.sonal securily will have to be assured.
Economic indCf'C"dence - whether through
job c••alion o. rommunity development 
addresses one source of insecurity, A respon
sIve and re liable po lice lorce and jud id al
s~tem will address anolh"" In regard to the
problem of existing political parties obtain·
ing legitimacy, Iegi,lation which ensu.... tha l
all parties re -register with disclosure of
membership, financial openness, and adher
"""" to a rode of ronduct might be the only
way to 'heal the memories' and ...tablish a
new basis lor healthy and tole.ant competi
tion ,

The development of Ihis environ me nt

a.mi.... protecting them are only one sym p
10m of a massive system of wa rriors
Ihroughout the socit'ly.

Finally, there is the probl"," of homeland
linked po litical parti..., There is litt le toler
ance for political parties wh ich are perceived
as having been established wilh 'apartheid'
money to creale an impn'SSion of legitlma te
support for homeland governments. The
subtle and not so subtle tactia; used to win
support for these parti... du.ing the 'total
onslaught, tolal st.ategy' era of the 1980s has
meant that some 01 these parties' claim 10 a
legItimate place in the political landscape is
pul in question.

By PAUL G RAHAM

THEREhave been strong and ilKTt'a,ing
,all, lor South Africa ns 10 undergo a
prog::ramme to develop their tole,ance

loward, 0'"'" anollwr.
'No go' a",. s, the ready I't'SOl1IO ...-eapons

in order to deal with cliffe....n"". politic.l
competition whkh seems designed only to
eradicate the oppos ition, an d lhe r<'gular
deadlock of p". re structures all point to
mlnler. nC<' as • major llifNl to democracy.

The apparent unwil~ngness of some pe0

ple 10 accep t a I..... and critica l press h. ,
meanl lhal journalists ha"" personal experi
ences which inform their ....porting on the
dang...... of allowing an lotlller" nt society 10
ronlinue,

However, before an y educalional pro
gramme begins, the objrctives of such . pr0
gramme should be defi ned durly_ The
fon:e; driving people 10behave in an intoler
ant manner need 10 be understood.

Kt"SOu rces could be ,pent developing a
programme which " as liltle impacl. The
""perien"", of public h", lth programm... on
Aids p",vention a nd population growlh
should provide salutary lrssons,

Sau lh Af. ica has many co mmunities
which have been lighting a bailIe lor su.
vival Pol itical oppr"",ion and socio-{'('{I
nomic need hav e driven these bail les,
Leadership theory .egularly d"""ribes Ihe
need for situationa l leadership . A dassic
example is of Ihe sinking ship in which the
captain acts autocratically and her com
mands are willingly accepted by the crew
Und", conditions of high threat aut horitar
ian leaders hip is not only approp.iale, it is
welcome d. The relationship between the
Iead...-, the rommunity and the OOlSide world
is defined within Ihis per<1'ption of threal.

The individual ronfonos to the norms of
Ihis autho.itarian community for good rea
son - il ensures his survivaL And because
survival is only possi ble wilh rol>erence, the
costs of dissent and individ ua lism are too
greal to bear for this group, Territories (both
in the real landscape and in II>e 'mindscape')
become no-go areas and are defended vigor·
oosly and violenlly. Of cou rse Sou lh Africa
has additional problems, There is a growing
warrior dass, Young men _ and to a I......
""tenl women - have become the defenders
of these territories , They a.e trained and
available. Serious un employment amongst
lhese sa me young people ensu"," that they
stand apart from the citizens of Ihe country.
While lhe big wars are in a slate of suspen
sion and lhe little wars are increas ingly pri
vatising. the warrior class remains mobi le"""
- if only by Ilwir own decision thatlhere is
no bett... choice for them, Com munities thai
di scover Ihey ha ve self-appo inted private



Iinu~ to j.., prnlum; .....nlly Twlly dividoo_

We- ""~ "'" Y'" ma""gt'd l(I ovmume this
d...v~gt' in our ooOrty_

How.-wr. tho:re ~'" Il..,...jy modrk of lOI
....~""'" in South A friu . J>rogf~mmes will
nHd 10 look "''' lTd , th O'M'_U"iformed
dmtdI~1i<Jns , ,,, I ~L.. lNtun> of

loIo-...hip JiIEo. TlW'y "'""""'gt'~ difh>r
....,.." and "',"' ....>T \'ffY Mriet cod.,. of
wndu<L V""~~~ tMr~
unhiJdoftd. 0tJw0r /o:JrIm of rriigious toIer

...... tIl<ll: w.)". """1\01' of~ in ron
/bct ill othor p.o.", of !Iw world) ~Lorly

~~ ,,-_V'8"""""" support
lor. pamculor _ ....In, am>mponio'd by

TOLERANCE

aUthe n>gilio of ouch support. h.u no( dele
rioUIOO into I,", hooIiyni$m ""'" in Europe.

A programme 10~ "*",,rIO', h,)l)Ied

in I firm commItment 10 the in.titurional
1I'anSl........_ ..hid> wiD pn;rvide II>t __

-.orr n v;rnnmelll of ' '' Profl, i. nol a
""'f'OOfic 10~ 0ti=Is' conct'fft 'or jItr
iW md~ n""".ff:$ttMg __

rh- thai !how w!louIl for~ ..,..
amWIy alIiJI5 forW tut qw 10hi, ....m-
...i....". ~0I111n5 could furtfwor from the

"""Thr dn.k>pu.... of • cultwoe ol lolerana>
in a d emocnlic ( ountry i , d<'Si5'\I":l to
......'" llIat owry ntw1I. without fur. can

Upf<'S' the;, "pin ion•
• bout the st.le of th. 1
(OU nlry, . bou t its ruk>rs,

.nd . bout the condud of
oth... ci liz"",... Th.ol ci t i
un• • hould .,. f...... 10

orpniw oIhI.>n.. Th.ol "
dam im~ Ih.JI citizens
hi.... tJw~ 1M oppor
tun ity and Ihe .kill. 10......

In .n nlid .. in th ..
r«e"'ly publi.hed
"".",..i'g "" Dnur,~
(Oft .dvt'rt p.ge 13l.
V_I M.>pft.>i Wl'iIes on
dt moc•• , y .nd intol... 
iUKr. 'Attitud... will tau
tim.. 10 ch. ngt, bu' th is
, h. ngt u n bot . pO"d up
wh pprop.i.l.. ,ur-
porn ;nsti tuti"", . ", ;n
pl.ct. Politi,,1tolerance
will not be oroosioned by
pi"us plalitud... from Ihe
IN dersh ip; it . ..qui T"s
"rgani""tional and in<tilu
lional Inn,fo.m. lion .1
.1I Iwel.:

A pTugr. mme for the
developr!lf1lt of . cultu", of toler.1'oCI' m""
go ""nd in ""nd with • otNdy .nd .... '" tr.n
, ilion 10 poht;,.l democr.cy. Ncithtr un
w. i' for tilt ot""'. Iklt tilt CTNOOn 0I1oIer·
.na is • long lnm acti>ity, Whi'" tension.
Yio~ .nd tlw.......J. whic:h dri' 'e f'fOPIo"
trJ inlOloorana snl1 " .... "J"'riaI .....m.uus.m.
101Nuc. tlw..... 10 t'" rountry 01 this irlri
.....na muol boo introd......d now.~~

A<mrd, """'_ gotruetu-. rortIolIltalive
foru m' . round quntions 01 policing.nd
S«\Irity, ...twf progr.1TlITWS. . nd ....,., com
biNd poIicins groIlf'O ....y ht .--.ry 10
proII'd us from ourw/nos.

P. .. G _ 1o ,......'. "'op_on-

Ushering in democracy.....with tolerance
By PAUL ZONDO

APEACE deal WM MINCk bo>tw""" com-
pdmg politic.l "".ti... . I.n ld -
factl.ta!t.'d worhh"p un ",krane nd

v<>ter Nuration in Kw. Ndebele on. w k·
end early in ).nu. ry.

Mo... tlldn 2.50 d,'I.,.., I... fn,m lhe African
National Conj;..... (I'WV ...gion) and Ih..
ruli ng par ty in KwaNdeb..I.., Inl.ndo
Yes.izw.. Uyn aUt>nd,'<l the wurkshop and
agrt'ed to ......bli.h tif.o which would sustain
!heOI dUring I'" run up to election.,

AIoo p""-"""'t w"" two ~tativesof
I"" UnitPd Nlt;on.~..n; Mission ;n
South Africa

Tht gtntf.1 .te. t l• •y of tht Iy r , M.
Mighty Mgid;, loliid ' ltat it would be dilfi<uh
to <O<'I'It' out with. roodollor political toler·
a~, and Ihat I<-.d,on oft.... cUIl tributed 10

lhe prOOlem by noI d....ling with tile troublo
some ios..... ti"""",.ly,

Soulh Afric... . hId ent..red a period of
unce. tainty, f.'a., huptl.., ......, ((Inf,,<;on
and inlol...a..ct I nd this wI, characterised
by I lack of und.....tanding of h"w to usher
in democracy.

He said that unfottunotoly lhe r",,'ai!ing
convid ion WI" 'w.. want 10 be the only
organi>.oOOn in the 1'Wo' ..''''"''''' "'hot ..'as
..-Jed W" In~eptl,,", 01 multi·party

~~isttn~. In KWINd~.. this t....sion
h.d lo rtun. t. ly nner . ... ched • level "I
...uion.al.lI.... tion . nd h.1d IIt'V<'I' led to opefl

plIysiail coofronlltion.
The deputy chai'l"-"""'" of the ASC in lhe

PWV region, M. Mathole Motshekga, said
polilicll into le.ance was not conf ined to
KwaNd..bele unly, but wa. a p.oduct "f
apartheid I nd n'''t,od in a hi'tory where pe0-

ple ..... ho held diff nt view, and interests
wen' ba""'-'CI, killPd, iled and the Uk...

The conf.......« I I.., .dd~oed the need
for I process wht rrily In would adh..", to
tile princip"" of p>liticll toIen.-nce, In addi-

ToPa!l" 10
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What other
Go',';n 5Ieu."" , professo, <1 jour""lism,
RhcJes U"Wtrsity
'The ads do seem to rai se people's
. wa"",,,,, of eoch other, but!'m a bit
bewildered at the people they're
choo,ing " .They Seem to be taking
lairly far-out views to the left and the
right and ['m oot sure what this acto·
ally achieves

'It reminds me of the Archie Bunk...
..ncs in the United States which was
intended to ridicule bigotry, but had

YES, what do Ihey mean? Thoo;e brief adverts
on television with South Africans of varying
shades 01 pigment and political belief, air

ing thei, views on liberty, equality, the e.:onomy
and a host of other 'popula,' concerns.

Reachon to the 'People Say' campaign, pro
duced by adwrtising giant Sa.tchi « Saatchi fo,
the SAlIC, is ,'aried. Some rega rd it as an SAlIC
image-building effort, other.; SC'C it as an aUempt
to encourage deba te an d build lolerance in a
divided soci<"!y.

80th pcrccpIions are co,rect. In recent years the
SAlIC has been at pains to polish its tarnished
image ~ hiring consultants 10advise it on how best 10tell the wo,ld
it is chan ging, at the same time as attempting to fulfil its role as
public broadcaster.

Certainly the initiati..." to air a div=ity of viewpoints and to pr0
mote public debate is encouraging. ~o matte, how long it ha, been
in coming, the use of the ",,'ional airwaves to attempt to foster
understanding and tolerance is a welcome de\'elopment.

What c>:.actly is being do ne in,ide the corpo,ation to encourage a
climate of tolerance, independent investigative and c",dible
jouma.lism remains shrouded in defensive secrecy. Besides the pub
lic ",lations e. ercises, there's been little aUempt by the SABC to

By SUE VA LENTINE

Have you
seen them?
What do
they mean?
The SABe seeks a way of changing the
world while changing Itself.

Ruth T""", ...Ui: " . dim",
intlJ<><ia,k

UN~ ....ntonio C.Mimwirh
I<h=', lI"",m Viii«>< 0I '~

kurk;/wr·

Pout l ondo is . '"!Iio...t ro-ordiru'or io tdua', l'r<1ori. om",.

Ushering in democracy

~"n, delt'gat... drt'W up a seri... of resolutionsand a draft a rode 01
conduct.

Theresolutions indudt'd,
• all membors shall .=pl and practise the prir.ciple of political

tok>ranee;
• all members have the right to ronstn1ct:iw O"ili(i.m;
• aU people and organisa lions shall be afforded lhe right to
._mbly;

• the right to own property shall be guarantl'l.'d;
• the right to life ,hall be gua,anl<'<.'d;
• an orgo ni..liOl1S an' to have frre lK'<'t"5S to media and ammiti",

without hindrance;
• discipline is to be . ,erciS<'d by the respective ex«uti"", rom

mitt""" of the transgressors;
• the system of hereditary rules is to be observed and respected;
• agrwm""ls made at nat ionall",,'" by both organisations need

to fil l... down to the grassroots, and this should be the ""PO"
sib;lilyof both organi.. tions;

• the IYP should not mOlKlpolise KwaNdebele sl;lte fesou"""
bec. uw slale 'esource. belong to all the people of
KwaNdebew;

• the civil servicemust be separated from politics;
• thr. must be a dear d isti nctio n bet ween IYP a nd the

KwaNdebele government;
• si""" the [VP has influence in the government it should sup

port other community organisations which have genuine prob
lems with the government; and

• communicat i"o channels to be created at all lewis through the
secfl'lary-general in OT'der to resolve problems

II was agreed uMnimously that a joint report-back meeting 10
members in the region be organised, and the secn.'taries general of
both o'ganisations were
mand at ed to form a
n>gionalliaison committee.

A liaison committee was
appointed with the ta, k of
ensuring the implementa
tion 01 the resolut ions and
cOOe of cond uct.

Elements 01 the code of
conduct included the fr'ft
dom to o' ganise and can
vass suppo,t; the right to
lree asse mb ly and equal
acress 10 venues; freedom
of e'p.."ion (i ncludin g
access to the media and the
right to positive criticism);
and a rommitmentto the protection of lives and proF"'fiy.

This""", de.ll entrenching peace and tolerance in KwaNdeheJe
has already begun 10give rise to other events-

The IYr and ANC are now looking to a bright lutu re wh..... they
will be organising joint political education prog,ammes such as
voter education. and the message will be filWr'ed through to grass
roots membership.

Ronnie Mamoepa, ANC regional publicity se<:retary, said the
confen>nce d..............J praise si...... it had """ed as a 'pace st"ttcr' lor
promoting a cultu", of d""""",acy io 00' country.


