
LETTERS 

"My rote is fixed and dear: I am the woman of the 
household, and as such I do what is expected of 
me. But this does not still my resentment at times. n 

Write to Democracy in Act ion. Albion 
Spring, 183 Main Road. Rondebosch 7700 

feel like a patienT suffering from amnesia 
who has flashes of recall that point lo an 
elusive history." 

The most striking feature of Wolpc's tale 
Is Its honesty, This is not restricted to her 
account of the difficulties, resentment, 
bewilderment and dislocation experienced 
by the exiled, whether escaping or returning; 
she Is equally and stringently frank about 
what it meant to be a "struggle" wife in the 
sixties; an ordinary housewife and mother, 
whose husband risked life imprisonment or 
even capital punishment for his underground 
involvement In the ANC and 5ACP, 

Of these difficult days, she writes: "My role 
is fixed and clear: I am the woman of the 
household, and as such I do what is expected 
of me. Bin this does not still my resentment at 
times." Doing what was expected of her 
included playing the "gangster's moll" and 
smuggling cutters into prison inside a roast 
chicken, coping on her own with three 
children (oneof them desperately illl with 
little means of financial support, and 
experiencing arrest and abuse herself, 

Wolpe is open not only about the acute 
anxiety that her husband's arrest caused her, 
but also the anger she felt towards him for 
endangering herself and the children and 
disrupting (heir lives* She notes candidly that 
money and family support went a long way 
towards easing the lot ol the activist's spouse 
or partner. Nevertheless, hers were middle-
class woes; she had servants and a nurse for 
her dangerously sick baby. But even with 
these props, she lacked the community 
support and understanding extended to her 
counterparts in the townships. 

The isolation, even ostracism, she describes 
makes for poignant reading; in the early days 
of Verwoerd's grand apartheid, whites who 
supported the ANC, let alone its guerrilla 
wing, were few and far between. Those who 
shared the Wolpes' views, such as Joe Slovo 
and Ruth First, were equally vulnerable, also 
caught between tail, exile and the ever* 
present Uireat of violent death. 

Wolpc's truth-telling extends to the 
present. She makes no pretence of finding the 

promised land on her return to South Africa. 
Her experiences of inefficiency1 In ANC 
bureaucracy and her frustrations in the 
research position created for her at the 
University of the Western Cape also come in 
for unflinching observation. She notes with 
asperity the gap between principles of gender 
equality and their practice in most South 
African political organisations. 

Perhaps she takes honesty a shade too far in 
her intimate analysis of the psychological 
effects of exile on her children. Nevertheless, 
this makes for fascinating, (f slightly 
voyeuristic, reading. 

Another valuable feature of this book is that 
It is told from a woman's perspective. 
"Breaking the silence" has long become a 
cliche, but this book is one of those which 
gives this phrase resonance. 

It would have been easv to turn Harold 
Wolpe's hair-raising escape across Africa into 
a daring machismo adventure yam a la 
Donald Woods, but we are constantly made 
aware of the cost In personal and human 
terms. We see Wolpe pleading with her baby's 
nurse not to abandon the child should she, 
AnnMarie, be arrested, and a mother's despair 
at leaving her children behind when she Is 
given 24 hours to leave the country. We are 
also made aware of the ordinary lives thrown 
into disarray, even ruined, by contact with 
the Wolpes: AnnMarie's brother Jimmy, kind 
and apolitical, whose career is wrecked by his 
arrest for treason; Greef, the young police 
guard who helps the prisoners escape and 
pays the price of a jail sentence; and the 
Wolpes' servants, who are defenceless against 
the depredations of the security police. 

Above all, the author draws attention to the 
incredible resource of support, even when 
passive, provided liy those women who have 
stood in the wings of the struggle for 
liberation. Wolpe herself dedicates the book 
to "ail those countless women whose 5torte^ 
are hidden and without whom liberation 
politics could never occur". 

Helm Moffett is tlte academic editor for Oxford 
University Fress Southern Africa. 

Population 
explosion 

IN his first address to parliament, President 
Mandela outlined the government's most 
important aim, namely, to construct a 

people-centred society in such a way that the 
political liberties and human rights of all are 
guaranteed. 

It is a great pity that the president did not 
mention the population explosion and the 
crying need for family planning. Nthato 
Motlana, chairperson of the Board for 
Population Development, has said that this 
issue should be taken very seriously as it 
could make the iask of improving the quality 
of life of all South Africans quite impossible, 

Mandela certainly has the power and the 
Influence as well as the respect of the vast 
majority of the population, and a few woTds 
from him emphasising this matter would 
have had considerable Impact, We know that 
family planning generally ensues from 
advanced education, but I submit that we 
cannot wait for that. 

I fully agree that the youth are the valued 
possession of the nation, but if the 
population continues to increase at the 
present exponential rate and our natural 
resources are accordingly depleted. It will not 
be possible for young people to realise their 

full potential. 
ENorval 
Pretoria 

ThankS; Idasa 

I 'VE always had dreams about a new South 
Africa - now I have nightmares because the 

process of attaining it is so complicated. 
Thank you for straightening out some of the 
comers for me. Shalom! 

Tertia Paterson 
l;ranschhoek 
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(Provinces put heads 
together on policing 

ID AS A VSEGHSH 

P
OLICE, non-governmenta l 
organisations and communi
ty-based organisations f rom 

lovms throughout the Eastern and 
Western Capo sent representatives 
to A meeting In Kny&na In October 
lor a workshop on c o m m u n i t y 
prdhdng. 

The purpose of the workshop* 
facilitated by Idasa's Western O p e 
office, was to share experience 
gained In the course of Implement
ing communi ty pol ic ing and to 
provide guidance for improv ing 
community part icipation In the 
provision ol safety and security. 

The workshop, attended by about 
40 delegates, concluded that the 
iutcess of (he different models o l 
community policing depended to a 
Urge extent on community partici
pation. It became clear that many of 
ihese forums, despite their success

es, do have l im i ta t ions , and that 
much work remains to be done to 
give practical expression to the con
stitutional vision of such forum*. 

Participants agreed that stum* 
b l i ng blocks such as suspicious 
community members, police cor
ruption and uncooperative station 
commanders do exist. While it was 
stressed that community policing 
was a par tnersh ip between the 
community and the police. It was 
also argued that safety and security 
was the responsibility of the com
munity. 

It was suggested that community 
Invo lvement cou ld be secured 
through art and drama. adopt*d-
cop programmes and cultural days. 

Sammy From 
Co-ardmator, community' polking 

project, Western Cape 

Idasa fundraisers 
back in the USA 

WE VIEWED Idasa's first 
fundrais ing t r ip to the 
United States since 1992 

with some trepidation as word had 
reached us that South Africa had 
slipped off the US agenda since the 
April election. 

But any such concerns were dis
pelled during the October visit by 
Wilmot James (executive director), 
Warren Krafchlck (human resour
ces manager). Rhoda Kadalie 
tBoard of Trustees) and Dave 
Screen (director of f inance and 
fundraising), who spent two weeks 
in various cities on the eastern 
seaboard. 

The visit to Washington, Atlanta, 
Ncxv York and Chicago was organ
ised by Charles Mu l l e r o f the 
Friends of Idasa board. It was an 
oppor tun i ty to In form those we 
saw of the establishment of the 

Public Information Centre (PIC) in 
January 199$. 

Meetings were held w i t h the 
Wor ld Bank, the congressional 
budget office, accounting firms and 
other organisations related to poll* 
cy and fiscal analysis. 

Great Interest was expressed In 
Idasa's work and a number of joint 
programmes will be Initiated with, 
for example, the National Demo* 
cratic Institute, the Carter Centre 
In Atlanta and, possibly, Freedom 
House in New York. 

In Washington we met a number 
ot public representatives, including 
Senator Nancy Kasstbaum, The 
g roup also met Congressman 
Kweisi M f u m c , leader o f the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 

David Screen 
Director, Finance and Fundraising 

Latest Publications from U C T P R E S S 

Contemporary Policy Issues 
Report* published in [his senes make available ihe 
grcai wealth of material being produced on 
important issues affecting the reconstruction ot 
South African society They are puMi*hed in an 
accessible formal, and arc essential reading for 
pnlicy planners, academics and researchers 

• A n Indus t r i a l S t ra tegy fo r the Pu lp and Paper Indus t ry 

by Loel Bethlehem - Pr ice R65.00 i n c l . V A T 

Soon to be followed by:-
• An Industrial Strategy for the Gothing Sector 

* An Industrial Strategy for the Household Electrical 

Durables Sector 
* An Industrial Strategy for ihe Motor Vehicle Assembly 

and Component Sector 

• An Industrial Strategy for the Building Material Supplies Sector 

• A L e g a c y o f I n e q u a l i t y - Higher Education in South Africa 

by tan Bunting - Pr ice R79.95 i n c l . V A T 

Por sales enquiries contact either your local bookshop or 
• Book Promot ions • 

Tel: 021 72 0332 / Fax: 021 72 0383 

tlCT PRESS Tef 021 6S0 2338 / Fax 021 650 3274 

U C T 
PRESS 

A D V E R T I S E IN 

DEMOCRACY 
mmsnsm 

and reach 16 (XX) readers 

• Sponsor a page 

• Place an ad 

• Boost your image 

RATES: 

• Loose Insertions 
R250 per 1 000 sheets 

• Full page Rl 800 

• Quarter page R600 

• Sponsorship Rl 800 
per page 

• Half page Rl 000 

• 'Idasa tn Action* 
pages R20 per col. cm. 

Price excludes VAT. 
Book for next issue by 8 February 1995. 

Contact Sarah Dewar at 

(021) 689-8389 to place ads 
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LITERACY IN SA 
BV 2000? 

Did you know that more 

tlian 14 million South 

Africans cannot reed? 

* There's a great deal that can 
be done about It, and many are 
doing it. 

* Take the example of ihe Read-
ucate Centres ol the Marion 
Wekhman Trust who want to 
help achieve total literacy in 2000. 

* Readucate Centres tram literate 
adults to operate as literacy 
instructors in their home or work 
environment. Companies are 
invited to send employee volun
teers who have a lair command of 
English - speaking, reading and 
writing -> to attend an intensive 
eight*day course. They are then 
ready to teach their illiterate and 
semi-literate co-workers. At 
Pioneer Concrete in Johan
nesburg, lor example, staff who 
were totally illiterate now know 
the ABC and those who were 
semi-illiterate are already learning 
to read interoffice memos. 

* Readucate needs instructors 
and funding to train instructors. 

Trainees are expected to pay back 
their course fees over a pehod ol 
three years. 

for more information contact Edna 
Fremkeh Readucate Centres, 

POBox4 f 06, Genniston South 
1411. Tel (0 J I) 873-1012; 

Fax 825-48)8. 

PE seeks answer on 
service non-payment 

AVAILABLE NOW 

Tire MYTH OF A SOUTH 
AFRICAN NATION 

by lM!IIm I),;•,''111'i' 

R7.95 

This popular paper in Idasa's 
Occasional Paper series (No 40) 
has been reprinted and may be 

ordered now from Book 
Promotions, PO Box 18696, 
Wynberg 7800. International 

orders can be placed with 
The Media Department Idasa. 

PO Box 575, Rondebosch 7700. 

CONFLICTS over delivery and 
payment for services raise 
crucial questions about the 

budgeting and financial adminis
tration capabilities o( local govern
ments. In an attempt to assist the 
c i ty of Port Elizabeth and other 
towns in the Eastern Cape region, 
Idasa held a seminar In Alice In 
November which drew participants 
f r o m as far a f ie ld as Umtata , 
Stutterheim and Queenstown-

The chairperson of the budget 
and administration committee of 
Port El izabeth, Rory R lo rdou . 
shared with delegates the problems 
and dilemmas of local government 
finances. He said the system ol 
accounting employed by the Port 
Elizabeth mun ic ipa l i t y was not 
transparent or s t ra igh t fo rward 
enough for councillors to interpret. 

Klordon said that what counci l 
lors required was a simplified break* 
down of monthly expenditure. The 
existing system, whereby the hud-
get Is evaluated n ine months after 
approva l , was Inadequale If t he 
council was to solve the present ser
vice delivery problem, 

Although there ate many prob
lems facing Port Elizabeth and 
other emerging Transitional Local 
Councils, Kiordon said the poten
tial of these structures outweighed 
the problems. 

The questions councillors need* 
ed to address were whether current 
spending was aimed at the long-
tenn good of the town, if services 
were delivered i n the most cost 

effective and efficient manner and 
how they could best be delivered to 
very poor communities. 

MEC for Local Government and 
Housing Max Mamase totd the 
seminar that local authorities had 
the full support of provincial gov
ernment in financing setvice deliv
ery and housing construct ion it 
business proposals were profession* 
al and commun i t y -based . He 
advised inexperienced councillors 
to employ consultants to assist 
with this process. 

This is the beginning of a process 
In wh ich cities w i l l need t o exam
ine the implications of stepped tar
i f fs. As yet no so lu t ion has been 
found and Idasa wi l l cont inue its 
education programme on this Issue. 

Idasa is also planning a tour of 
town clerks from Zimbabwe who 
will bring their experience on deal
ing with the service delivery dilem
ma when they visi t the c i ty i n 
February. 

The role o f local author i t ies in 
the i n t e r i m Is t o ma in ta i n and 
upgrade services and prepare for 
load government elections. l*overty 
presents a particularly complex set 
of challenges for local authorities In 
terms of service delivery to those 
who can barely afford to pay. 

In largo commun i t i es of poor 
people services have to he provided 
f rom a very smal l tax base. Fur
thermore It Is d i f f i cu l t t o d i s t i n 
guish between cases of genu ine 
poverty and those jumping on the 
non-payment bandwagon. 

According to an Urban Foun* 
dation study, at the end of Septenv 
Iwr, almost R16 mi l l ion was owed 
to the Port Elizabeth City Council 
in arrears - R8.7 mil l ion for water 
and R6,9 mi l l ion for electricity. Th* 
arrears arc causing a serious cash 
flow crisis and pose a threat to tht 
Reconstruction and Development 
Programme- Non-payment for ser
vices is said to be as high as 60 per, 
cent In some areas and Is noi 
restr ic ted to any specif ic area, 
While most poverty is found in thf 
African areas, it is also significani 
among white and coloured people, 
o f whom seven percent and sit 
percent respectively live below the 
minimum living level (MLL). 

Of the 50 000 households in Pop 
Elizabeth ex is t ing on incomes 
below the MIX, about 20 percent 
live on quarter o f the MLL or R230 
per family pet month. Thus about 
five percent of households cannot 
af ford to pay any th i ng toward, 
municipal services* 

Another 20 percent of Port 
Elizabeth households live under th* 
MLL but can afford to make mini
mal contributions towards munici
pal services. Further research Indi
cates that another 12 percent can 
make a l imited contr ibut ion, leav
ing Port Elizabeth w i th 37 percent 
of households who can afford to 
contribute minimally to the costs ol 
their municipal services. 

The counci l ant ic ipated prob
lems bui noi on this scale. At pre* 
sent it can provide a l imited sub
sidy: domestic ratepayers get a 36 
percent discount o n rates and poor 
pensioners qua l i f y for further 
rebates. 

Sandy Wren 
Senior Coordinator. Port EllzaMh 

Chiefs fear eroded status 
LACK of consultation with tra* 

d i t i ona l leaders about the 
establishment of rural local 

government has angered them and 
fuelled their fears that their power 
and status wil l be eroded. 

This emerged in three Idasa-led 
capacity bui lding workshops held 
for about 400 traditional leaders in 
the Northern Transvaal areas of 
Lebowa, Venda and Gazankulu at 
the beginning of November 

Project leader Joe Mavuso said 
that while participants knew that 
Ihey needed to be part of the 
movement towards democracy. 

Ihey also wanted special status for 
traditional leaders to preserve and 
protect the culture and traditions 
ol the community. 

This emerged clearly in discus* 
siom around laud. The tribal leader 
currently distributes land held in 
Irust but u n d e i the new local 
government system this wou ld 
become a func t ion of the local 
authority. 

Regarding the practice of tradi
tional (ustice, there was agreement 
that traditional authorities should 
cont inue to settle disputes over 
l and , possessions and between 

people but that serious cases, such 
as murder, should be referred to 
the police and Judicial system. 

The mode of par t ic ipat ion in 
rural local government evoked two 
schools of thought, although i l i a * 
was consensus that power rested 
with the chiefs. One proposal rec
ommended a house of chiefs paral
lel to local government. Others felt 
that they should be part of local 
government and be elected into 
positions. 

Alice Coet*# 
Coordinator, Pretoria Qffitf 
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ff boom for local govt, policing projects 

THE Pretoria office is once 
more full of new faces, with 
Ihe recruitment ol staff tor 

ihc local government programme, 
ifoe PWV community policing pro
ject and new policing projects in 
ihc Eastern Transvaal 

Joe Mavuso, local government 
training co-ordinator, brings both 
educational and electoral experi
ence to Idasa. He worked closely 
with Idasa during the national elec
tions as regional training co*ordi* 
nator for the Pretoria and Regions 
independent Forum for Electoral 
Education. Before lhat he was 
Pretoria branch manager of 
Fxotech, a programme that pre* 
pared students for (he field of tech* 
nology and science, joe will co
ordinate training workshops for 
communities and political parties 
in the PWV, Eastern Transvaal, 
Northern Transvaal and North 
West He is also studying for a BA 
tn communications through Unlsa 
with the major focus on education 

Mavuso Koetz 

and development of human 
resource management 

Former acting director of the 
Wits-Vaal Peace Secretariat 
Mevcrett Koetz has been appointed 
to manage the integration of the 
Eastern Transvaal's three police ser
vices. Koetz, who also headed the 
secretariat's community policing 
department has an honours degree 
in international relations from the 
University of the Wltwatersrand* 
He Is writing two books on self 
defence and self protection units 
and on the violence in the East 
Rand, 

Kiran Rama also brings conflict 

New faces 
abound in 
Pretoria office 
resolution skills to the organisation. 
He was a monitor for the Wlts-Vaal 
Peace Secretariat before taking up 
the position ol convenor of the 
Independent Forum for Electoral 
Education's monitoring/ observing 
commission. Rama will be responsi
ble for facilitating the formation of 
community police forums in the 
Eastern Transvaal He is completing 
a BA law degree through the 
University of Durfoan-Westville. 

The PWV community police 
forum project Is now well under
way. Six area co-ordinators for this 
project have been either appointed 
by Idasa or seconded Irom other 
NGOs. They are Sipho Plaat|ie, 
Stacy White (seconded from Wil-
gersprult Fellowship Centre), 
Themba Maphoso and Peace Action 

Mr Figures closes the books 
IDASA'S national accountant, 

Noel de Vrles, Is bowing out 
after holding the purse strings of 

the Institute virtuallv since Its 
inception In 1986 

Noel, an ardent UDF supporter at 
the time, was Invited to join Ihe 
fledgeling Institute in March 1987 
when it had only one regional 
office, In Port Elizabeth. Over the 
years he has seen Idasa's budget 
(and liis responsibilities!) grow as 
six more satellite olfices were 
added country-wide. 

If these independent-minded 
satellites produced challenges for a 
figures person of 40-odd years' 
experience. Noel is first to admit 
*hat his professional life was 
enriched by being part of a nation* 
*-t organisation of Idasa's stature, 

"It has been a great satisfaction 
to have been part of the develop
ment of Idasa," said Noel -And the 
opportunity to indirectly partici
pate- in its mission has meant that 
1 has been the most satisfying job 

0 1 Wy life." he added 
Noel played no small part in 

keeping Idasa's hundreds of donors 
worldwide happy. In fact, he feels 
thai Idasa's ability to maintain 

No«1 de Vrles 

satisfactory financial reports was a 
key element of the attraction It 
held tor the funding community. 

To celebrate the start of his 
retirement. Noel and his wife, 
Gwen, to whom he pays lavish 
tribute for her support, will take a 
leisurely - and well-earned - trip to 
Europe next year, alter which he 
might start looking around tor a 
"small pan-time" occupation, 

Noel's successor, in a restruc* 
tured finance division, is Pam 
Limine who has been with Idasa's 

Pam Lamble 

accounting department since 1990. 
As financial manager, Pam will 

face the challenge of maintaining 
Idasa's good name with donors at a 
time when financial accountability 
is more important than ever before. 

Pam is undaunted though. 
''Financial reporting Is one of 
Idasa's strengths and the prospect 
of maintaining our reputation in a 
new era of funding accountability 
will be a very exciting challenge. * 

Ronel Scheffer 

secondees Thloki Mofokeng, 
Vanessa Barotsky and Jabu Dhla-
inlnL The aim of the project Is to 
have forums installed in all of the 
180 police stations in the PWV by 
June next year. Three to five work
shops are being conducted every 
weekend. 

• New faces in other Idasa 
regions are Ansiot Kimfley, the new 
regional co-ordinator In the Port 
Elizabeth office; and Sammy FransF 
community policing co-ordinator 
In the Western Cape. 

tn the Bloemfonteln office, 
Jackie Koning has taken over as 
administrative secretary and 
Nohayaze Mkweta has been 
appointed as a local government 
trainer 

Pat Hill has been appointed as a 
consultant In the National Office, 

|oy Malan is the new production 
assistant In the radio project, 

Alice CoeViee 
Pretoria Office 

Media exit 

AFTER more than six years 
with Idasa, Ronel Scheffer 

will be leaving the media 
department to help set up a 
newspaper project in Nyanga, 

The gap she leave* will not be 
easily filled. Ronel joined Idasa 
in 1988 as a regional co*ordina* 
tor in the East London office 
after resigning from her posi* 
lion as parliamentary corre
spondent for the Daily Dispatch* 

The following year she 
moved to the national office In 
Cape town to head the media 
department Under her direc
tion, from 1989 to 1993, the 
department produced numer
ous books and occasional 
papers, and Democracy It) Action 
grew from a 16-page newsletter 
to a 32-page journal. 

Her professionalism, dedica* 
tion and tireless service set a 
high precedenUor fellow col
leagues. 

Beyond her Idasa commit
ments, she also made time to 
write poetry and has had sever* 
al poems published over the 
years. 

Sue Valentine 
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Highlights of forthcoming events organised by idasa Offices 

Pretoria 

Idasa will host a high-powered 
delegation on a fact-finding visit 

to Australia in December to exam
ine that country's constitution 
and constitution-writing process. 

The lour will be led by Ivor 
Jenkins and executive director 
VVHmot James J i will include lead

ing politicians like Roelf Meyer, 
Pravin Gordhan, Mathews Phosa, 
Murphy Morobe and Leon Wessels, 

• On 19and20January Idasa 
will host a workshop on constitu
tional affairs for members of the 
provincial legislature In the 
Eastern Transvaal. 

* Participants in the Northern 
Ireland peace process will attend a 

workshop arranged by idasa from 
6 to 10 February* 

• A group of Swiss constitutio
nal experts will lead two work
shops for members of the Consti
tutional Assembly from 14 to 17 
February. 

• The region will host a confer
ence on prison roform on 18 and 
19 February, 

Port Elizabeth 

Acommunltv policing confer
ence will be held on 25 

January. All stakeholders in com
munity policing are invited. 

• A series of local government 
workshops will be run tn all sub-
regions of the Eastern Cape from 
27 January to 16 February. They 
will locus on the delivery and 
payment of services. 

Tliis series will culminate in a 
seminar on 23 February* Town 
clerks from other African coun

tries have been Invited. 
• As part of the twinning 

process between a London 
borough and the Port Elizabeth 
City Council a European 
delegation will visit the city from 
30 January to 3 February, 

• On 9 February youth In the 
Eastern Cape will get together to 
discuss the establishment of a 
Youth Council for the province, A 
similar workshop will be held on 
21 February in the Border/Kei 
region. 

Training Centre 
for Democracy 

Idasa's Defence and Security 
Programme will host 15 parlia

mentarians serving on (he joint 
sanding committee on defence 
on a study lour in the United 
Kingdom and Germany towards 
Ihe end o( February-

Reaching for 
the rainbow 

A'RAINBOW nation" youth 
nteraction campr held in 
Dctober by Idasa's KwaZulu/ 

Natal office, aimed at bridging the 
communication and understanding 
gap between different races. 

The three-day camp at Balllto 
focused on nation building. It fol
lowed an extensive consultation 
process at grassroots level and 
school* from different communities 
were represented. 

The programme was geared to 
break down suspicion and rnhper-
ceptions and the students took pan 
in a symposium which explored 
women's rights, racism, music, edu
cation, the RDP. drugs, child abuse 
and pre-marital sex. It was interest
ing to note the divergent view
points of students from different 
racial backgrounds. This revealed a 
range of aspirations among the 
delegates. 

The students also used the theme 
of 'bridging the gap" to create a 
collage for an an competition and 
to write skits. 

Vimla Maistry 
Project Cootdlnatot 

Youth take tips 
from Denmark 

Truth workshop 
on healing 

IDASA assisted representatives 
from 18 diverse South African 
youth organisations to visit 

Denmark in November to learn 
about the administration and run* 
ning of the Danish Youth Council 
(DUF). The aim was to help local 
organisations form a similar council. 

idasa's partner In this project was 
DUF, whose project officer. Annette 
Jorgensen, and clerk, Iran Ahmed, 
were Impeccable hosts from the 
moment the group landed at 
Copenhagen airport. 

For the group, the most lasting 
impression of the Danes will be the 
modesty of these people who have 
achieved so much In building 
democracy, A serious business in 
Denmark, It Is characterised by 
decentralisation of state power, 
which allows counties and commu
nities to exercise considerable Influ
ence over their lives, 

Denmark is remarkable for its law, 
folke oplysningloven. A difficult con
cept to unravel, even for the Danes 
themselves. It means something like 
a democratic law which encourages 
freedom of association. Folkeoply\-
mtigtaveth which seems to guide their 

national life, goes a long way to
wards supporting associations, fi
nancially and otherwise. This is how 
DUF managed to finance our tilp! 

TN programme In Denmark was 
intense and Included an introduc
tion to the work and structure of 
DUF and the rote of the youth 
organisations that make up the 
council. For four days members of 
the delegation split up to visit these 
organisations all over Denmark-

One of our moxt interesting expe
riences was a visit to the Danish 
parliament where we met young 
parliamentarians. To be elected to 
parliament is an achievable goal for 
any young, ambitious person in 
Denmark. 

The South African delegation 
behaved well in all respects. We 
were relatively competent in adher
ing to time schedules (a very Impor
tant component of Danish life) and 
in attending meetings. And we were 
also very careful about spending our 
per diems or "rolling the krone", as 
we called IL 

Pat KUambo 
Youth Coordinator, Durban 

ABOUT 80 representatives 
from community organisa
tions and political parties 

attended a workshop hosted by 
Idasa's Btuemfontein office in 
October on the proposed Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 

The speakers included former 
Civil Co-operation Bureau operative 
Dirk Coetzee and Professor Andre du 
Toit of the University of Cape Town. 
The discussion was emotional 
at times, with some delegates 
expressing the fear of the private 
regrouping of ex-security service 
members. 

Delegates agreed that civil soci
ety's most Important contribution 
might lie In helping people to for
give, accept and continue with their 
lives. Du Tolt said the proposed 
commission would be a way ot 
dealing with the past before tack
ling the future. 

Acknowledging the truth helped 
lo heal, while amnesty, instead nf 
prosecution, might prevent unnec
essary fear and unrest 

Teboha Loatt 
Regional Manager, Bloernfontrin 
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