
TOLERANCE 

Parties say 'no way' 
to no-go areas 
WHILE negotiators at Kempton Park 

managed to talk their way through 
wide differences of opinion, the 

language of war still resounds through many 
parts of South Africa. 

An indication of the intolerance that still 
grips the country is the existence of no-go 
areas where political parties arc not free to 
campaign. 

Most politicians slam the existence of such 
areas as contrary to the concept of free and 
fair elections. 

Former ANC regional secretary Tony 
Yengeni said no-go areas should not be per
mitted to exist "The ANC must be able to 
organise and build itsell in KwaZulu. 
Bophuthatswana and Ciskei," he said. 

'Accessibility to all areas is 

what democracy is about 

To ensure that elections were free of intim
idation, "the immediate installation of a 
national peacekeeping torce" was needed, he 
said 

The Transitional Executive Council (TEC) 
should shoulder much of Ihe responsibility 
of fostering a climate of tolerance* 

An IFP media liaison officer in the 
Western Cape, Cloete Breytenbach, said 
accessibility to all areas was "what democ
racy is all about". 

In Khayelitsha, the part)' had "sympathis
ers* but had not opened a branch as, 
Breytenbach alleged, most members were 
"afraid of threats and victimisation". 

Though the IFP was in favour of holding a 
rally there, it was not worth the risk at pre
sent - "but closer to the elections we will 
definitely have to do so"* 

For increased safety, the IFP would use 
halls, not open air venues, for such meetings. 

The IFP supported the concept of a 
national peacekeeping force to protect all 
political parties. Breytenbach said his organi
sation was also training a self-protection unil 
to guard its leaders. 

JThe idea that we are training an army is 
incorrect/' he added 

Asked to comment on accusations that IFP 
adversaries in Natal did not enjoy tree politi
cal activity, Breytenbach said: "Anybody can 

How do you foster a climate con
ducive to free and fair e lect ions 
when some t o w n s h i p s have 
become no-go areas for cer ta in 
political parties? SOBANTU XAYIYA 
spoke to pol i t ical g roups across 
the spectrum. 

hold a political meeting in Natal, but there is 
a difference between such a meeting and 
political instigation, 

"For example, when the ANC wanted to 
march to Ulundi it publicly stated that it 
wanted to go there to overthrow Chief 
Buthelezi." 

The NP's organiser and media officer, (an 
Kruger, said the existence of no-go areas 
indicated a high level of intimidation, vio
lence and lack of political tolerance 

To counter intimidation, the NP had set up 
a national toll-free line for victims to voice 
complaints. 

"We are also partaking in national peace
keeping structures to promote an atmo

sphere of political tolerance/' said Kruger. 
NP supporters in the townships were 

"afraid to come out into the open" because 
of intimidation, 

"The NP will continue to hold rallies in 
no-go areas as we did this year in Mitchells 
Plain," he said. 

Kruger brushed aside allegations that the 
SADF,SAP and Internal Stability Unit might 
be seen by some as NP private armies. 

The security forces are there to serve the 
whole country, not a single party/' he said* 

A PAC youth wing leader, Patrick Baba, 
31, rejected the concept of political tolerant* 
in a South African context: 'The people who 
oppressed and dispossessed us cannot talk 
to us of political tolerance. 

The NP can come to the townships, but 
not to exploit and deceive residents. Though 
we aren't in favour of disruption Of their 
meetings, we are not going to let our people 
be misinformed," he said, 

Baba said he was at the LMuntu Centa- in 
Guguletu this year when a DP meeting was 
disrupted, "but I wouldn't claim that the 
people there were Inkatha, PAC or ANC", he 
said, "They were simply Guguletu residents 
who were sick of deceit/' 

Asked what mechanisms could be used to 
ensure that future meetings were not broken 
up, he said; "It is not up to the PAC to give 
guarantees to other organisations* When 
they came to usurp our land they never con* 
suited us.* 

'Optimistic things will chang 
Do South Africans believe the April 
27 elections wil l usher in an era of 
equality and prosperity? SOBANTU 
XAYIYA took to the streets of Cape 
Town to find out. 

SOPHIE Poni, 36, of Crossroads, said the 
ANC's positive relationship with 
Cosatu would result in a better deal for 

workers under a new government 
To illustrate her point, she explained thai 

iibout 10 years ago, during the heyday of 
apartheid, her husband earned less than 
R100 a week. 

When he joined a Cosatu-affiliated union 
his wages were substantially increased* Her 
own wages went up from R7 to R30 after she 
joined the Domestic Workers' Union, 

"Yes, I'm optimistic that Ihings will 
change for the better after April 27," she 
said. 

LEAHY: Hopeful PONI: Wages tip 

British immigrant Michael Leahy, 31, was 
cautiously optimistic. He was hopeful thai 
elections would open the door to a success
ful future, but warned against high expecta
tions: "Running the country won't be an 
easy job for Nelson Mandela. It will take a 
couple of years for the economy to become 
strong and viable/' 

lane Ndinisa, 50. oi Crossroads, said 
schooling and wages would be helped by an 
ANC victory. 
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QVNY YENCENI: Fawur* J lulhntal peacekeeping forte CLOETE BREYTENBACH: Won 7 ri*k an IFP nitty in Khayeltish* 

Baba >.tul llu- I'AC wanted .1 transitional 
IBthority with active participation of the 
international communitv rather than "mere 

'ation". 
The Dlys )ames Sell argued that elections 

never held In A totally free and demo-
itic environment lie suggested that "we 

should rather ask ourselves what set 01 cir
cumstances would make the elections 
demonstrably unlavanii unfair" 

He said I he presence of peace monitors, 
the Independent Electoral Commission and 
international observers had alrvadv made a 
difference in creating the necessary climate 
far free and fair elections 

The DP had misgivings about the practi
calities of training and equipping a multi
party national peacekeeping force in the 
short time before the elections. 

The best way of ensuring free and fair 
elections, he said, was for parlies "to bind 
themselves to a code of conduct and lo take 
appropriate steps against their members and 
supporters who infringe the code*. 

Idasa's Western Cape Regional Director, 
David Schmidt, said it was obvious that 
there were many no-go areas where parties 
could not compete fairly - in Bophu-
thatswana. KwaZulu, Ulundi. Ciskei and 
other region*. 

Dr the better after April' 
the Church Square lira rrurirt. also said 
people should no( haw excessive hopes for a 
post-election South Afnca - or for life in 
general 

**I worked my whole lite to have a house. 
It didn't tall in my lap/ she said by way o» 
example Rothmann, a mother of two, said 
her husband was not well and that she WAS 
"keeping things going" with her antique 
business. Her son. trained as a lawyer, is 
unemployed. 

"A* long as everybody Is reasonable and 
doesn't expect too much trom the future, 
things will go StaOOthly/ she said. 

But Piet Jacobs. 34. o( Mitchells Plain cited 
Ihe recent occupation of houses in Delfl by 
squatters as an indication that "things could 
deteriorate if not kepi in check". 

And a Sea Point domestic worker who 
gave her name only as Zoliswa said she 
feared loosing her job "if the madams loose 
Ihe election-. 

10THMANN: limit NDINISA Uflvat 

unemployed widow and mother of 
jve commented: "The ANC is already 

encouraging children to go lo school Also, 
the party is against wage disparities/' 

And if Ihe Nationalist Party won a major
ity on April 27? 

"I cannot even think about lhat.H she said. 
"South Africa would become even worse off 
than Ethiopia and starvation would be Ihe 
order of the day." 

Jene Ruthnunn. 57, an antique vendor at 

Ironically at national level there had been 
"a remarkably civil negotiating forum where 
everyone is present despite disagreements. 
But that reality is not mirrored on the 
ground". 

This was because the concept of democ
racy had not filtered through to all levels, 
'The language, the concept of war" was still 
prevalent in manv parts of Ihe country* 

Some parlies were trying to resolve the 
prc*blem of intolerance, such as ANC leaders 
who had taken the brunt of the violence after 
the break-up of the DP meeting in Cuguletu 
this year But mostly, Ihe perfomance of 
many parties had been unsahsfactorly 

Schmidt said there was a need for a code 
of conduct He suggested that: 

• Political parties should act against mem-
bers who violated a code of conduct. 

• Parties should be sensitive when cam
paigning in areas which were traditionally 
not theirs. 

• Monitors should educate people on the 
ground about democracy Voter education 
was crucial in this regard. 

• The security forces could play a major 
positive role, but would not be seen as 
arbiters of peace in many parts of the 
country. The KwaZulu police should be kept 
out of areas ol Natal where Iheir presence 
would be seen as provocative. The TEC 
could play a major role in this regard. 

In an area such as Natal where conflict 
was deeply-rooted, local government was 
better placed to deal with divisions than 
regional government, 

Schmidt said the Freedom Alliance would 
take a hostile stance towards the elections 
and that some membes might even try to 
destroy the process. But, because of their 
small support base, it would not be strategic 
for them to do so 
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