
NATAL VIOLENCE 

Vengeance feared as migrants return 
The perception that the violence in 

Natal Is subsiding is mistaken and 

serves the interests of those disin

terested in peace, says STEVE 

COLLINS of Idasa's Community 

Conflict Monitoring Service. 

IN OCTOBER monitors for the Durban 
and coastal arras recorded at least 65 deaths 
caused bv ongoing violence 

This figure is down on the previous month 
and lower still compared to August figures * a 
statistical dip that has been enough to persuade 
people that the violence is ending in NataL 
This perception persists despite the fact that the 
monthly average ts higher than it was last year 
when everyone was beginning to see Natal as 
worse than Beirut 

So the violence continue* The view that k is 
subsiding is a dangerous one that can only 
serve the interests of those parties or individu
als not interested in peace-

When some of the worst violence the coun
try has seen occurred within two weeks of the 
launch of the Inkatha Freedom Party on the 
Rand, the media justifiably focused attention depressed press and public 

staffers from both weekly and daily papers-
Daily reporting for some reason has not been 
able to ofter the same insight 

Before it was possible lo follow up on this 
excellent start, however papers became Natal 
rugby fanzines as the Natal team's victory over 
Northern Transvaal displaced "a new Natal" in 
capturing the imagination of a tired and 

on what was happening in the townships 
around Johannesburg, even if they confusingly 
insisted it was a "Zulu versus the rest" war 

This intense media coverage forced South 
Africans who were siiII suffering a hangover 
after the 2 February party to sober up very 
quickly. Unfortunately this process was bedev
illed by confused and often contradictory state
ments from leadership on all sides. 

An example was thai while it was a relief to 
see the police eventually respond lo calls to act 
forcibly, most of us cringed when the operation 
was called "Iron Fist". 

The point is, however, that what initially 
forced the rest of South Africa to confront the 
issue of violence has allowed them to forget 

As long as it appears that the state can use 

its firepower to help stop the war, as long as 

monitors are called upon to request assis

tance from all branches of the forces except 

the KwaZulu Police, it is difficult to campaign 

for a removal of forces from the townships/ 

But there arc other reasons, besides Ihe sHfl 
of media attention to violence in the Transvaal 
and glory on the rugby field, for the growing 
misperception that the violence has ended. The 
most obvious was the decision to lift the state 
of emergency 

Most outsiders interpreted the imposition of 
the emergency as necessary to stop the vio
lence. Its lifting was therefore a signal that the 
violence had ended. 

In Natal when the announcement was made 
you could sense the collective sigh of relief. It 
was difficult to find anybody voicing concern 
about the fact that the violence was far from 
over One more Harare Declaration precondi
tion for negotiations had been met. and the 

expectation was that the 
behaviour of the police 
and SADF would 
change. 

In reality, however the 
situation has not 
changed. There is no 
detectable distinction 
between security force 
action now and before 
the emergency was 
lifted On (he one hand 
the security forces have 

what is happening in Natal The media focus got used to operating in whatever way they see 
that shifted from Natal to the Reef has never fit On the other, the violence requiring security 

returned. 
It is hard to avoid concluding that the reason 

for this is that the violence in Natal does not 
have the media hype, docs not offer the sensa
tional headlines, afforded by the battles m the 
Transvaal It is equally difficult to avoid feeling 
depressed and disillusioned about a country 
thai has come to accept the mayhem in Natal as 

the norm* 
In Natal itself, Ihe press reached a high point 

force action continues. 
The democratic movement has been silent in 

public about the role and conduct of the secu
rity forces because of the dilemma in which 
they find themselves. As long as it appears that 
the state can use ilh firepower to help stop the 
war, as long as monitors are called upon to 
liaise with and request assistance from all 
branches of the forces except the KwaZulu 
police, it is difficult lo campaign for a removal 

in reportage with the publication of a fifty-page of forces from the townships. 
Sunday Tribune supplement called "Towards a The consequence is that communities are 
new Natal". Essential reading for anyone from having to admit their reliance on what is at 
outside Natal, ihe supplement was prepared by times still a racist and brutal security system. 

Another reason that the violence has become 
less of an issue over the last three months is 
because it is taking place in the rural areas. This 
makes it harder to "find" for journalists as well 
as less interesting to urban newspaper readers. 

However, in the last month disturbing trends 
have become visible that point towards a 
heightening of the conflict in urban as well as 
rural areas. 

One of the stimulating factors has been the 
launching of ANC branches in several areas. 
The launches have been peaceful; it is Inkatha's 
insistance on holding meetings in the same 
areas a week or two later that often causes vio
lence 

An example o* this occurred in the S J Smith 
hostel outside L^montville where a number of 
residents were assaulted after an Inkatha rally 
in the hostel stadium. An ANC branch had 
been launched in the area a week earlier and it 
was clear from the number of buses that 
arrived at the Inkatha rally that most of the 
rally-goers came from other parts of Durban. 

Another such incident was narrowly 
avoided in Inanda on Sunday 28 October, when 
Inkatha attempted to hold a meeting in an area 
that has very little Inkatha support and where 
an ANC branch had been launched already 

No suitable venue had been arranged and 
many of the Inkatha marchers said they were 
"going to raid Beslers". Several policemen we 
spoke to raised the problem of Inkatha 
bringing armed men to an area where they had 
little support* 

In the event, monitors and police prevented 
the volatile situation from exploding, and 
SADF troops remained at the scene and 
escorted the Inkatha members back to their 
areas Had this not been done, the death figures 
for the month could have doubled 

THE root of the problem in this instance 
seemed to be conflict around development, but 
the general concern is the readiness of inkatha 
to provocatively gather and march in areas 
which they have identified as pro-ANC 

In other urban areas there have been several 
instances where the media could have high
lighted the continuing violence* ID 
Mpumalanga, tor instance, within two weeks 
of the ANC National Executive Committee and 
Inkatha delegations touring the township, a 
mother and her babv wen? shot dead. The tour 
received media coverage but the deaths were 
not reported. 

A major concern is what rural communities 
may face when the migrants who fought on the 
Reef return in December 

Already there arc rumours about revenge 
and a sense that Ihe Zulu hostel-dwellers were 
"embarrassed" in the Reef violence* If that 
"embarrassment" is turned against ANC sup
porters in the rural areas, we could see the end 
of any hope that the peace accords have cre
ated, J 
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