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MEDIA CONFERENCE 

By Sue Valentine 

THE highlight of the discussion on political 
parlies' views on media freedom was the shar
ing of a platform by the two "CPs" of South 
Atrica - Essop Pa had of the SA Communist 
Party and Koos van der Merwe of the 
Conservative Party. 
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The lowljght was the failure lo appear of the 
ANC's Pallo Jordan and the PACs Benny 
Alexander. As many of the conference dele
gates mused at the time, it is to be hoped that 
their absence from the conference was no indi
cation of the ANC's or PACs attitude towards 
the media and its future in this country* 

Opening the discussion, Piet Coetzer of the 
National Party said freedom of the media had 
to be related to other rights and freedoms such 
as privacy and the right of reply 

"Democracy must depend on a network of 
checks and balances - the media should be part 
of them. Statutory limitations on the media 
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should be kept to the bare minimum/' 
Democratic Party spokesperson Peter Soal 

said the media should be as free and responsi
ble as any individual. There should not be any 
limitations on the press/' 

He said the baggage of the old South Africa 
was not needed in the new* South Africa, 
reminding the audience of how the old restric
tive legislation of the Rhodesian regime had 
been seized on "with glee" bv the incoming 
Zimbabwean government 

In an entertaining presentation, the 
Conservative Party's Koos van der Merwe 
attacked the NP bias in the mainstream 
Afrikaans press and the SABC, saying that the 
Afrikaans newspapers were actively organising 
for the NP. 

He said the CP could not live with a totally 
free press. "When we come to power there will 
have to be some form of limitations on things 
such as drugs, pornography, satanism, terror

ism/'he said. 
Inkatha Freedom Party (1FP) representative 

Gavin Woods said the IFP stood in the liberal 
tradition and rejected any ideas that the press 
should fulfil a role prescribed by the state. 

SACP spokesperson Essop Pahad said the 
party was opposed to any notion that claimed 
that what was good for the party was good for 
the country, but said it was equally absurd to 
sav that what was good for big business was 
good for the country, 

Pahad challenged the conventional wisdom 
which holds that socialists were ideologically 
driven while liberals were not. "Liberal 
democrats are pursuing the interests of a spe
cific class whether they like it or not/' he said. 

In the discussion which followed* Wevfc/y 
Mail co-editor Anion Harber said that, despite 
the rhetoric of press freedom, the country was 
marred by a "conspiracy of silence" from all 
political parties and organisations, J 

Taking stock of the conl 
THE traditional debate and distinction 
between "advocacv" and "objective" journal
ism was tackled matter-of-factlv by 
Mozambican journalist Leite de Vasconcelos in 
a session on "Open Media and the Experience 
of Neighbouring States". 

De Vasconcelos, who is director-general of 
Radio Mozambique, said that during the strug
gle for liberation from Portugese colonial con
trol there had been no distinction between jour
nalism and participation in the struggle. 

During this period, journalists fought in bat
tles and reported on them as well To produce 
food and report on the efforts in agriculture, to 
teach and report about education could not be 
distinct tasks, he said. 

Since independence Mozambique has been a 
one-partv state and until now the radio, news
papers, magazines and television were owned 

bv the state or subject to state intervention. 
De Vasconcelos said although the need for 

change was felt several years ago, this did not 
mean that what was done after independence 
had been wrong. 

However, while still maintaining that mili
tancy and commitment to the needs of the peo
ple were not necessarilv enemies of good and 
honest journalism, De Vasconcelos said this 
commitment could not be channelled through a 
political party because no party was the entire 
people. 

Speaking on the experience of the media in 
Namibia, Mbatjiua Ngavirue of The Nmiiibiatt 
said the fact that Ihc pftMndependencc agree
ment in Namibia was based on constitutional 
and political principles had helped to guaran
tee press freedom. 

By contrast, he said, the Lancaster House 

agreement in Zimbabwe centered around 
power*sharing which helped explain the 
tighter control of media in that country. 

Ngavirue said although Namibia's Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting were not "by habit nor inclina
tion" necessarily committed to a free press or 
democracy, thev had nevertheless maintained 
the policy of respecting freedom of the press, 

In a mature democracy it should be taken for 
granted that responsible journalists would put 
the national interest above party political inter 
est, but in Namibia this had not always been 
the case, 

A surprise guest at the conference was 
Nigerian novelist, journalist and professor of 
languages Kole Omotoso who was in South 
Africa on his first visiL 

Omotoso said in Nigeria with its 120 million 
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