
A healthy
approach to radio

'If you gl'l"ct som..,ne he Ilf she can easily
a.k why yoo do that because she doesn'l
k/1ow you, II is wry, very . trangelo us:

Frre lance journali't Mi, helle Saffer holds
oulhu le hop<' for much change result ing
from an election. 1 am not oprimeslic or pes
, imistic, il could go eilher way, I have no
failh in politicians'

She has never vOled before - on principle.
Having refu-<ed to take part in whites..,nly
elections, she is nevertheless nol ronvin<'t'd
, he will vote this lime around. 'Voling will
not be an aUlomalic lhing for "",. It d,'J't"'d'
on lhe person, nollhe party:

She adds that 'he cannol '"'" herself vol
ing for Ihe National l' arty 01' Ihe Democratic
Party, 'Possibly I would vote for a candidate
from lhe Sou th Afri..an Communisl Party,
par tly D<>cau se I a m allracted 10 wha t it
stands lor and partly because communism is
colla psing all over the world and I would
like to vote for it if I could:

What she will D<> looking for in a candi
date is a sincere commitment to ",onomic
d",,,lopment ~ and lhat means 'botli growth
and redistribution, nol just one or the other'.

Her only real fear for South Africa'sluture
is the possibili ty 01 continuing and escalat
ing violenCl'. 'I don 'l expo;-ct a d'il war but I
do wony thaI the anger arwl the expectatiOllS
of people won' l be able to be controlled , 1
wony lhat p<'<)ple won 't be prepared to go
through the democratic proce:ss, that prople
won' t be prepared to wait, that ir s too Iale
to appeal to reason, Then whal we will gt"I
will be ou lbreaks of viol,'nt aMTchy and
conlinuing and inlensifying vit,lence:

those held by P<'<,ple in positions of power
and prominence

When Bush Radio ventures out onto the
airwaves on April 25, it, best def""", will be
a ground swell of public support, nol '"
much for itself, but for lhe co""'pt and prin
riple of community radio.

The pro""l i' appeoling for a simple letter
or fax nf supporl wh ich will be greatly
appmiated. II will serve both as a woro of
encouragement for Ihose who will be broad
cas ting, a nd a. an ind ication 10 lhose in
power of the eXlent of public support for Ihe
right of small-scale, not-loT'gain community
,tations 10 go on air.

letters ",",v be add,.....eJ to:
Th e Bush- Radi o Co-ordina ling Com

"'ittee , Bu.h Ra d io, PO Box 13290,
Mowbray, 7705 (F" 021 -4485451 or tele·
phone 021-4485450).

By SUE VA LENTINE

IT S '<,25am inside the converted truc k·
ing contai ner whi..h houses l ibonel e
Clinic '" Khayehlsh.a and there's an atmo

,phere of anxious activity, ...citement and
antiripation.

Underneath the hospital bed at the end of
lhe na rrow corr idor so meone is lidd ling
with wha l appears to be nothing more lhan a
compact hi-fi set.

There are five minules to go before Radio
Zibonele, a primary heallh care radiOSlation,
la kes 10 lhe .irwaves of Town 2 in
Khayelilsh.a. The communilY health workers,
wilh no knowledge of lransmi lters, signal
frequencies or
radio journa l
ism interview
ing tech ni
ques, fill the
rol.. of repor
ters, presen
te,. .nd role 
play acto,. in
the morning
broadcast. In
a n en viron
ment where
man y peop le
are illitera te and informahon by word "f
mouth is the norm, radio is lhe perfect
medium lor mass ",mmunication.

A .heet of newspr inl sluck "n lhe w"1I
gives a brea kd own of Ihe b road cast
sequence. The hea lth workers who will be
d" ing today s progra mme shume their noles
nervously and wait in the corridor for their
turn to squeeze into the tiny obstctrics exam
ination room that serves as the studi o. The
. ir is indeed pregnanl wilh anlicipation '

Until just a few minot.. ago Ihe sludio
gue'l w.s no where to be found, but 10

everyone' s relief he saun lers in just belore
the sig nalure tu ne slarts up, A former TB
su fferer, he will be the central focus of
todays programme whkh will discus.s Ihe
symptoms and effects of TB and how to lreal
and avoid the d i...."".

Jusi Ihree broadcasls old, Radio Zibonele
is the resull of the efforts of Gabriel Urgoiti,
a n Argenlinia n docto r wit h e,perience of

community radio in the drep soulh of his
ow n country, Urgoiti has mn working in
the South African health ""lor for 12 years.

Th e ai m of the tiny rad io sta lio n is to
enhal\Cl' and "'info"'e the servires provided
by lhe community health workers who oIfer
primary hea lth ..a ll' lIl'a tment and ad vice
duri ng daily home visits in lhe area,

Through il. tiny transmitter and antennae
faslened to lhe roof of the conlainer, Radio
libonele ca n be heard up to SOkm a way.
And in lhe crowded cond ilions of
Khayelilsh a, this means t hat potenhally
20 000 people can tune in 10 the wee kly,
hOl1l"long progra mme on health care

The broadcast is entirely in X"""". Urgoili
serves as the
produ cer and
soun d engi
neer, monilor
ing th e 30cm
square mixing
desk, popping
in cassette.
a nd lh e odd
compact disc,
while hea lth
wo rkers ta ke
the seat next 10
the hospi la l

bed and pick up the microphone,
It ' s all ve ry rough and rudy, but lhe

healt h care advice transm it ted by Radi o
Zibone le every Tu e, d ay m"rning comes
through loud arwl dear 10 anyone in Ihe 5
km radius wilh.n FM radio,

'TIle only complaint is tllat the
broadcasts are too sllort'

The response .o faT has been enthusiaStiC.
The only complainl is that Ihe broadcast. are
too short. The "nIl' danger is that because it
is illegal I" broadca st withoul a licen ce,
Radio Zibonele may not survive,

l ibonele means 'we did it loget her' .
Here' s hoping these words hold true for
many more broadcasts'

so. V.t.nHn. i . M odi. mt'fflOr with ld. ...
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