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You too Countryman, can be a Freedom Fighter 
In this issue we offer you another 

method of manufacturing an electric igni
ter. It is called a simple firing cap. This 
electric igniter can easily be made with 
materials found in your home, or which 
can be easily bought. 

YOU NEED: Some thin single strand 
insulated copper wire, cellotape, incen
diary mixture (potassium chlorate and 
sugar) or powdered match-heads (refer to 
DAWN Vol. 8 No 1&2, 1984 on how to 
obtain them), pair of sharp-nosed pliers, 
steel wool (used as a pot scourer, bought 
from the super-market), or a photo-gra
phic flashbulb for a camera (bought from 
a chemist). 
HOW TO MAKE A SIMPLE FIRING 

CAP: 
1. Cut two pieces of the wire about 15cm 
long and remove the insulator from both 
ends of each piece, about 5mm. 

3. TTien, EITHER, take a strand of steel 
wool by pulling it loose from a wad of 
steel wool,OR, take a flashbulb and break 
it open with a hammer or stone and rem
ove the thin wire inside (it looks a bit like 
steel wool). Pull one strand of this flash
bulb wire loose in the same way as the 
strand of steel wool as indicated in the 
diagram. 

4. Clamp tightly the strand of steel wool 
or the strand of wire from the flashbulb 
between the two pieces of electrical wire. 
Use a pair of pointed pliers as shown. 
TTiis piece of thin wire that you have just 
clamped across the electric wires is called 
a bridgewire. It works in the same way as 
the filament in the electric bulb igniters 
we have already discussed. When an elec
trical current passes through it, it gets 
very hot and burns. 

Wi 

2. Bend the end of each piece as shown. 
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5. Lay the two wires on pieces of cello-
tape as shown in the diagram and place 
some of your incendiary mixture or pow-

dered match-heads over the bridgeware so 
that it completely covers it. Fold the eel: 
lotape as shown. Make sure that none of 
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the powder can fall out. 
This electric igniter can be used in the 
same way as the torch-bulb igniter al
ready discussed in the past issues. If it is 
used with a wet charge then it must first 
be protected inside a small plastic bag or 
balloon which contains some of the ince
ndiary mixture. If it is used with a dry 

charge make sure that it is inserted ri
ght inside the charge and cannot jump 
out. 

THINK CLEARLY! KEEP COOL AND 
CALM! NEVER RUSH THINGS! ESPE
CIALLY WHEN HANDLING EXPLO
SIVES! 
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