
You too Countryman, can be a Freedom Fighter 
1. The colonisers conquered our people and our country because they were 

arned with superior weapons. They had guns and cannons against people 

who were armed only with spears and shields, sticks, clubs and stones. 

For three hundred and thirty-one (331) years our country and people 

have been groaning under the rule of the gun. All protests, peaceful 

and unarmed, have been suppressed by the gun. Bondelswaart, Hay 1st 

1950, Sharpeville, Soweto, etc, the list is endless. He cannot allow 

this to continue forever. 

2. Throughout these years we have been denied the knowledge of weapons and 

deprived by the law the acquisition of military skills. They would ra

ther have had our country taken by Fascist Germany and Italy in allia

nce with militarist Japan during World War II than give us arms to de

fend ourselves and our country. Why? Because the enemy knows it is true 

what Comrade Nelson Nandela exhorted in his message smuggled from Rob-

ben Island: "Thote. who wile. by ihe QWI thatl p&iLth by. the. 
gun". 

3. The enemy fears an armed Black man. He have seen how he has been put to 

flight during encounters with the heroic combatants of our People's 

Army, Umkhonto HeSizwe. It is no exaggeration that in all our attacks 

against his personnel: Horoka. Orlando, Soekmekaar, Habopane, Fort Ja

ckson, Honderboom, Sibasa and Voortrekkerhoogte, the military H.Q. of 

the •invincible1 SADF, there is not even a single occasion when the 

enemy managed to gather enough courage to fire just one shot in reply 

to MK's fire. 

4. Every able-bodied being can be a fighter for freedom! The tine for all 

of us, countrymen, to take up arms and destroy the oppressor is NOH! 

The enemy boasts of having a big army and superior weapons. He can cut 

it down to size, render his weapons inferior and useless and ultimately 

destroy it (his army) if we are on the same wavelength with him, i.e., 

if we speak the language he understands best, that of the gun. 

5. Cnly when we are skilled in the use of firearms shall we extract "a to-
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oth for a tooth, an eye for an eye". We shall have to do this discre

etly and with extreme caution since the enemy has infiltrated his spies 

and quislings in our ranks. Our amy, Unkhonto we Sizwev is among us 

specifically to teach and train us in the use of fire arms, assist us 

in the selection of targets and lead us in combat. Let us all: workers, 

peasants, intellectuals, youth, students, churchmen, businessmen, etc, 

swell its ranks and destroy the enemy! 

6. The path you are called upon to tread is no bed of roses. It calls for 

courage and self-sacrifice. But it is worth the price since history 

leaves us no choice. It is better to die fighting with arms in hand. 

Besides, while death is no kin to us, we have been visiting the grave

yard regularly and alone for just too long. Now the time has come for 

the enemy to weep, bleed and get used to burials. 

7. NEXT TIME YOU COME ACROSS THIS WEAPON, KNOW HOW TO MANIPULATE IT. 

(You'll propably remember seeing it during the Soweto 1976 and subse

quent upheavals where it was used against our unarmed youth). 

We^i. zejmon m/Ue. 7,62trm Q3 
a) The 6-3 Assault Rifle is one of the standard NATO sub-machine guns. 

Though it is of West German make, it is produced in several western 

countries including South Africa. The G--3 incorporates many features 

which make it easily adaptable to mass production. Kith the excep

tion of the bolt and barrel, most of the parts are stamped and drawn 

fro« sheet steel. 

b) The weapon has a combination flash hider and grenade launcher fast

ened to the muzzle. Models are available with bipods and with fold

ing metal stocks. 

c) The purpose of the weapon is to eliminate personnel of the opposing 

side. In our case this means that it can be used against enemy so

ldiers and police. 

d) Purpose and Oesign of some mechanisms and part : 

BARREL 

- I t d i rects the bu l i e t 
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- It has a bore inside with grooves which make the bullet to spin; 

- the bore breech portion is made to fit a catridge and is called 

the cartridge chamber; 

- as stated above, attached to the muzzle (the open end of the bar

rel) is a combination flash hider and grenade launcher. 

RECEIVER 

It accomodates the firing mechanism and serves to join together all 

parts and mechanisms of the sub-machine gun and to ensure proper 

closure of the breech with the bolt, etc. It has:-

i) Inside slots to lock the bolt, a lug to eject fired cartridge 

and a guide rib to guide the travel of the bolt, 

ii) At the bottom there is an opening for the magazine and trigger, 

iii) On the left-hand side there are three notches marked S,R, and 

. A (S=safety; R»semi-automatic, single fire, and A»automatic fi

re), 

iv) On the left-hand side again there are two pins for joining the 

THE SIGHTS 

They are mounted on the top of the weapon, the front sight towards 

the front end of the barrel and the rear sight slightly above the 

Stock Retaining Pins. The front sight consist of a circle and a pin 

at the centre. The rear sight bears an adjuster for setting the sights 

at appropriate distances, i.e., 2, 3, 4, 5, etc., where l-100m. When 

aiming, aim at the centre bottom line of the chest target. The tar

get must appear through the sights in the manner indicated in the 

diagram. • , • ' 

MAGAZINE 
Metal case with capacity to carry 20 (twenty) cartridges. N.B.:To 

load magazine, feed in the cartridges one by one. To empty magazine 

eject also one by one. 
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Each firearm needs to bekept clean and oiled. This guarantees its 

combat readiness. Weapons that are neglected tend to rust fast and 

will cause stoppages and develop other problems during firing. The 
barrel must be poked with a rod fitted with a piece of cloth, the 
gas chamber thoroughly wiped and the interior of the receiver mecha
nism kept free of dust and foreign particles. After cleaning the 
weapon must be oiled (lightly) and kept until required for use. To 
clean the weapon thoroughly, disassemble it in the following manner: 

DISASSEMBLY PRCCECURE 

1. Remove the magazine, grasp the Operating Handle, located in the 

tube above the barrel, oull it to the rear and release. Pull the 

trigger (this is to ensure t.'̂at no cartridge is in the chamber 

before disassenbling the weapon). Never forget this rule or take 

things for granted. Military history teaches that "an empty gun 

once fired". 
2. Pivot the trigger group down (like in the diagram below). 

3. Slide the Bolt Assembly out of the rear of the Receiver. 



>del with (joixLuxQ. metal 4tock* 3t* called the. Q3 AU.r 

ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE 

Assenble in the reverse order. Slide the Bolt Assembly into the Re

ceiver. Swing the Trigger Group up into place and slide the Stock 

onto the rear of the Receiver. Place the two Stock Retaining Pins 

through the Receiver and Stock. 
1 

LOADING AKO FIRING 

To load: Insert z loaded Magazine. Grasp the Operating Handle, loc
ated in the tube above the Barrel, pull it to the rear and 

release. The Bolt will move forward and chaaber the first 

round when the Operating Handle is released. 

Pull the trigger and the weapon will fire. If the Select 

Lever is set for single fire, the Trigger aust be pulled 

for each shot. If the lever is set for Automatic, the wea-

pon will fire until the Trigger is released or the Magazi

ne is e«pty. 

To fire 

CHARACTERISTICS CF G-3 SUHHED UP: 
1. The calibre of the weapon is 7 , 6 2 M . 

2. The weapon has an effective range of 540 metres. 

3. The range of aiming is within 800 metres 

. 
-I-

-

N.B.: When aiminq a t a ta rge t i t 
, + oust appear through the s i g h t s 

in t h i s manner. 

-
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4. The weapon's rate of fire is 550-600 rounds per linute (technical) 

w ™ w i 

and 150 rounds per ninute (practical) * : \ 
5. The weight of the weapon (without aagazine) is 4 v318kg 
6. The overall length of the weapon is 1,02 aetres. 

Leaxn weMl how to 4eeh tevenpe, Cotutag,e. but JjiteUUxgent 
C O U / i a g , e " . So that we nay preserve our strength .by manoeuvring with 
skill for the purpose of building a aost powerful revolutionary arned of
fensive for the conquest of power and the creation of a South Africa of 
the Freedom Charter, a society of hope that will abound in peace and bro
therhood. 

-

"Inside South Africa* repression has been escalated with aore frequent 
detentions, torture, aurder in prison, new restrictions on freedoa of 
aoveaent and expression, and the banning of persons and publications. 
Even you, Hadaa Chair, have not escaped the attention of the racist po
lice* Just as this conference uas about to open, a aessage you sent to 
South Africans of Indian origin uas banned and students distributing it 
were arrested because that aessage uas fully supportive of the struggle 
of the oppressed aasses in South Africa. 

Assassination has becoae an instrument of policy, and aeabers and lea
ders of the AIC have been kidnapped or aurdered in South Africa and ac
ross the borders. Countries bordering on South Africa and the Indian 
Ocean have been subjected to in intensified caapaign of destab.lisation 
in which large numbers of bandit groups have been committing aggression 
and sabotage as part af the South African aray. The sole and iflatoalaalwq 
aggressor in the region, the racist regiae, is now offering ..to sign non-
agoression pacts uith the victias of its aggression, even as it escalates 
its offensive. But it is not peace that Pretoria offers its neighbours. 

Emulating the Zionists in the Lebanon, who are also part of the stra
tegic alliance with Washington, the apartheid regiae deaaads the accept
ance of continued racist domination throughout Southern Africa as well as 
the expulsion of the AIC froa the region. The political and econoaic pri
ce it deaands for ending its aggression would render valueless the hard-
won victories of the liberation struggles in Southern Africa. As a re
sult, the last and final stage of the struggle for total decolonisation 
of Africa has becoae nore than a struggle in one or two countries: it has 
eabroiled the entire Southern African region. Perhaps nowhere is the in
dependence of so nany sovereign governments threatened simultaneously as 
in Southern Africa by a single regime. Sons couatries have never known 
peace and all of then are aeabers of this nan-Aligned Hoveaent." 

• 

Ncn-Aligped 
March, 
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