
Twenty Years of the 
Fascist Republic 

Part 2 . EDWIN MABITSB 
The twenty years of the so-called Republic of South Afri

ca have seen the implementation of policies-through specific 
laws and administrative practices- which when examined against 
the lies of the racists at home and abroad, reveal to us how 
apartheid continues to strangulate the lot of the b l a c k 
people and flourish on their blood* This exercise is carried 
through by the Pretoria racists with satanic delight. 

INFLUX CONTROL 
Through the Bantu Urban Areas Act of 1945 $ as ammended, 

and by the Bantu Laws Amendment Act of 19^4> the apartheid 
regime continues to channel the injection and ejection of 
lack labour into the so-called white areas. With this the 
•egime is able to ensure the presence in urban areas, on the 
nain, of only those amongst the blacks who are considered 
essential for the operation of the economy. The rest of the 
population is huddled up in the Bantastans and the so-called 
Coloured and Indian reserves. 

Migrant labourers are denied the .right to live with their 
wives and children by law. Under the provisions of the above-
mentioned law, no African can be in an urban area without cer
tain qualifications or a ^ob; no African can enter an urban 
area without obtaining a labour contract from the labour 
bureau; no African can remain in an urban area without conti
nuously applying for permission to stay. Furthermore all 
Africans, for a variety of reasons can be 'endorsed out1 to 
the Bantustans by the authorities at any time, 

* 

WORKERS AND WORKERS • RIGHTS 
This is equally true about the conditions of workers and 

their r i g h t s . Whereas the well-developed economy of 
South Africa is the result of the toil of the millions of 
black workers, black workers are almost without any meaningful 
rights whatsoever. An array of don'ts oscillate like the swore 
of Democles around the black worker's neck. 

Any African worker can be arrested on his way to work for 
not having his pass on his person. Blacks are arrested for 
the •crime1 of being unemployed, amongst whom, some who have -
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not registered with the labour.bureuax as job-seekers may be 
classified fidlef and sent to boer farms to toil without paj 
for the white man's republic. 

Attempts are also made to deny the black workers the 
possibilities of organising themselves into trade unions of 
their own choice, through which they could therefore be in a 
better position to press their demands as organised formations 
In this connection, a series of acts have' been legislated; the 
Industrial Concilliation Act of 1924* the Industrial Concilli-
ation Act of 1956, the Bantu Labour (Settlement of disputes) 
Act of 1953> the Bantu Labour Regulation Act of 19&4 and 
others. As if this is not enough, the police force is used 
as a strike-breaker, to intimidate workers and cow down lead
ers. The genuine trade unions are deprived the chances of 
operating through the arrest, banning and banishment of 
leaders as wall as usage of such ruses as to label them 'commu
nist agitators1. Finally, the African workers continue to be 
tied to employers since the provisions of the Mines and Wages 
Act of 1911 makes the breach of la,bour contract a crimina. 
offence for them.' All these practices and intrigues are one 
foundation stones of the apartheid labour policies - policies 
which have transformed the blacks into a labour army easily 
manipulated by the Manpower Planning commission on behalf of, 
and, in the interests of the racist republic. 

These practices have proved so remunerable to the white 
minority that the Pretoria regime has no intention of ever 
moving a step away from them* 'The Riekert and Wiehahu 
ssions and Piet ftWapen,f Botha's so-called dispensation policy 
are but the polishing of a guilded facade tfhose. interior 
remains rotten to the core - for all intents and purposes, 
they are a well-calculated clap-trap exercise aimed at winning 
the confidence of the West. 

PASS LAWS 
All policies of the boer regime vis-a-vis the Africans 

are administered with the assistance of the pass laws, which 
I for decades upon decades, have been central to the people's 
resentment of white minority rule. These have provoked anger 
which on many occasions culminated in fierce battles through
out the bigger part of this century. Thousands of our people 
are arrested daily as a result of these laws. South Africa 
has a record annual arrests of over 700,000 for petty offences 
arising mostly out of 'violation1 of the pass laws. 



In 1977 the Pretoria racists disclosed a plan to 'replace1 

the pass books with 'travel documents1 to be issued by the 
Bantustans. These 'travel documents' contain the same requi
rements and their holders are subject to the same kind of 
restrictions. In essence, therefore, the racists never inten
ded to do away with passes or to repeal the pass laws, but 
sought to use this new camouflaged scheme as a means of luring 
the people to register with the abhorred Bantustans. 

• 

SOCIAL WELFARE 
It 

• • • there is not one starving African in South Africa 
the Nationalist Party would not allow it," This lie w a s 

yptti^wm .. buttered in a mood of hypocritical 
boast by former Minister of Bantu 
Administration, racist M.C. Botha, 
more than ten years ago. Up to 
this day Radio South Africa conti
nues to sound the same horn to 
people all over the world. T h e 
world is tired of this sermon but 
the Pretoria racists have no inten
tion of ceasing thei? hopeless 
preaching. For upon these lies 
rests the illusion of ever being 
able to win the hearts and minds of 
the international community. 

At first sight, the welfare situ
ation in South Africa is one of 
extreme inequalities between blacks 
and whites. South African whites 

„ . , , ... .are amongst those enjoying the 
Infants suffering from malnutrition, 1 , x •, -1 « li • . • 1.1 
Baraqwanath Hospital, Johannesburg I h i g h e s t S t a n d a r d OX l i v i n g i n t h e 
world -they earn fat sums, live in posh houses and they have 
more than enough to feed and clothe themselves. These luxu
rious conditions are jealously protected by the racist state. 
The direct opposite of this, is the case with the blacks. 

H O U S I N G 
The urban blaci population is the most badly housed, 

to say nothing of the rural population. The notorious 'match
box' system is all what the boer politicians call better. On 
the other hand, due to the insufficiency of these poorly built 
'match-box' houses, shanty towns fghettoes") housing millions 
of blacks are a common feature in most sub-urtian areas of 
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South Africa. Here people live under horrid conditions where 
hunger and disease are the order of the day. Worse still is 
the rural population whose homes are hovels in the truest sen
se of the word. These are people who are harassed by the 
forced removals scheme. And yet the racists would have the 
world believe that all is well in South Africa. 

The fascist r e g i m e will never disclose to Africa 
and the world that today, almost 20 vears since the inaugura
tion of their 'republic1 millions of our people are still 
homeless. The Institute of Race Relations has estimated that 
the Soweto housing backlog alone will reach-about 50,000 by 
1965. 

FOOD EXPORTER 
The regime boasts without let up that South Africa has 

the most advanced medical system and is at the same time the 
largest food exporter in the continent. But what is the real-
< ity? About 40,000 complains of protein calorie - malnutrition 
(PCM)-blacks only-are treated annually in South Africa. The 
department of Paediatrics at Cape Town once estimated that 
"for every one case treated by doctors, 40 others are never 
reported or seen," Last year alone, the Department of Health 
in Pretoria estimated that by December 864 cholera cases had 
been reported - all but two of these occured in the Eastern 
Transvaal. During the beginning of March this year, Radio 
South Africa,in a bid to pretend that the regime was particu
larly concerned about the spread of cholera in black areas, 
had the audacity to report the increase in number to more-



than 2,000 cases. This epidemic which claimed the lives of 
many Africans, unsurprisingly appears to have spared the lives 
of whites - perhaps this is the cause for 'celebration1 on the 
occasion of Republic Day for whites. 

Whereas it is true that South Africa exports food (mainly 
maize^ to Malawi and elsewhere, the world at large, let alone 
the recipients of this food exports in general, have not been 
informed (by Pretoria) of the frightening starvation statist
ics of blacks in that country. According to Race Relations 
News 1980 "will go down as the y e a r in which malnutrition 
reached near-crisis point." Following a survey, a Johanneburg 
city councillor and Dr. Nthato Harrison Motlana of Soweto, on 
estimation, "expected 50,000 children to die in the rural areas 
during the year, and that the lives of a further 100,000 were 
at risk (Sunday Tribune 4/l/8l)« And according to Professor 
Ali Moosa, in the past 16 years, "... 45% of the paediatric 
admissions to King Edward Hospital in Durban during this 
period, had suffered from severe malnutrition. Medical care 
had been unable to save the lives of 24% of these children." 

At the same time, according to the source mention above, 
two surveys in the Tongaat area in Natal revealed that 60/Q 
of Indian children in the area were malnourished. This is 
the truth about a country whose regime, last year only, spent 
well over RllO-million to keep behind bars a huge prison 
population. 

These shocking statistics can never be complete. South 
African official statistics do not provide trathful information 
on the welfare situation for blacks in the country. This is 
precisely because the white government is doing absolutely 
nothing to solve the problems. Here we have just tinkered with 
statistics of some areas of bouth Africa, but they are suf-
fient to expose the honest realities of the South African 
socio-political situation. 

E D U C A T I O N 
The white fascist republic has continued to intensify its-

denial of equal and free education for blacks. This is in 
accordance with the intentions of the architects of apartheid, 
that education for b l a c k s should be aimed at preparing* 
them to understand their role as servants of the white master. 
This diabolic design has met wihh fierce resistance on the 
part of the people. Past and current campaigns against Bantu 
Education have received much coverage and publicity. F o r 
the purpose of brevity this article will not dwell upon the 



issue of inequality in the education system and poor schooling 
conditions. But it is important to note that this is yet 
another charge which we level against the P r e t o r i a 
rulers and their 'republic1. 

May 31st is not our Day! 
At 20 and under Piet Botha, does the South African 'repu

blic1 show any signs of a change of heart, are there any pro
spects of a future development to the better, and above all, 
what is there for the black man to celebrate? 

The history of white minority rule in our country, is in 
itself ample proof of the fact that, the character and conduct 
of the South African regime has never been more horrid and un
acceptable to the black South Africans as it is today. The 
declarations and promises of past boer leaders - the Malans, 
Verwoerds, Vorsters - and the professions and sloganeering of 
the present Botha-Malan rulership only serve to expose the 
revolting nature of apartheid rule. The Pretoria regime is 
false to its own supporters - who are told that they are devine 
appointees of God - and worse still, wears a false smile to 
its own stooges at home and props abroad. 

With a distorted Bible, it outrages humanity in the name 
of 'western civilisation1 and it has trampled freedom in the 
name of the 'free world'. Let us denounce vehemently all that 
which aims at the extention of the life-span of this obnoxious 
r e g i m e aoid its false republic. 

May 31st to the Black man is a day that expose to him the 
gross injustice, humiliation and degradation which he has suf
fered at the hands of the white minority regime. May 31st is 
simply not our day - our subject on this day should be; "Ho w 
best can we forge and implement effective measures to defeat 
fascism in our life time." 
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DAWN politiXword No. 2 Answers 

ACROSS; l . Coup 3 . Moral 6. Mutiny 7 . Bee 
7 . Knight ' 1 1 . Tool 12. SA 13 . Mandela 

16. Mi l i t a ry . 

DOWN; 1 . Combat 2 . Ustinov ? . May 4 . Rib 
,5. Lieutenant $. Neon 10. G a m e 

12. Sam 14. Apt 15. DDR. 


