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INTERVIEW. WITH COMRADE MZWAI ' PILISO 
ON NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT IN HAVANA 

• « 4 » * * • 

Que-gt ion: 
"^omracTe Mzwai, having been part of the African 
National Congress delegation to the Havana Sum-
nit of the Non-Aligned Movement could you briefly 

' tell us in what capacity the ANC attended the 
.summit in Havana. 

Answer: 
firstly, we participated in this conference as 
official observers. This means that we' had the 
opportunity to speak, as any other delegat ion cou
ld speak in that conference, to contribute as 
fully as we possibly could. The President of the 
African National Congress, thanks to the other 
liberation movements, had the opportunity of 
speaking at the inaugural session on behalf of 
the liberation movements. 
Secondly, we had thejo- poitunity of taking part . 

in the different commissions, particularly in 
the Political Commission. . 
Thirdly, we had an opportunity, as the delega

tion of the African Ktional Congress, to address 
the meeting on the lasf day on behalf of the 
African National Congress, on behalf of the peo
ple of South Africa, appealing to the Non-Aligned 
nations - and that appeal was world-wide insofar 
as this was the biggest Non-Aligned Conference 
ever to be convened- with 92 official delegations 
and 54 heads of states;and government. 
Our participation was of course not confined 

to the rostrum. It also included lobbying th,e 
delegates, bilateral discussions, not only on the 
question of South Afripa, but also on the burning 
question of what direction the Non-Aligned Move
ment ought to take. ; 

Question: • 
How did the members of the Non-Aligned Movement 
understand the situation in South Africa? 

Answer: ' 
We are fortunate in South Africa in that the 

presentation of our situation by ourselves inter-
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nationally, and by the progressive world on our 
behalf in international forums, has made it impov 

* ssible for anybody, not even the imperialist 
countries themselves, to come out openly in 
opposition to the measures which must be taken 
to correct the repression and oppression of our 
people. 
Everybody appeared to understand the question 

of South Africa. One illustration of this was 
when we presented our resolutions. There were 
certain resolutions which we thought might be 
controversial, but in this particular conference, 
and I should imagine it was because of the set
ting of the conference itself, nobody dared to 
question any of the.-resolutions that were put 
forward, and all of them were passed without 
question. 

Question: 

In general what wer these resolutions on 
South Africa? 

Answer: 
There were a number of these resolutions. 

Like appealing to the international community 
for an understanding of our situation - that is, 
support for the liberation struggle, not only 
(as some people like to put it) delimiting it as 
a civil rights movement - we hsd a resolution 
recognising that the struggle in South Africa is 
for the seizure of power by the oppressed people. 
We had expected that there would be some people 
who would object to this resolution. 
We had resolutions condemning South Africa 

end its allies and actually naming the imperia
list countries, and this was passed. We had 
resolutions on the non-recognition of the bantu-
stans which was accepted. There were long lists 
of resolutions calling for the international 
support of our movement materially, financially, 
diplomatically. And all these resolutions were 
accepted unanimously by the conference, which 
I believe puts our struggle on a new plane 
insofar as the international-community is 
concerned, 

-3 5-



Question: 
During the conference the western mass media 

were reporting that there were controversies in 
the IJon-Aligned Movement. Would you comment on 
this? 

Answer: 
I have read some of the reports on the Havana 

Conference from the west and I must say honestly 
that when I read them I didn't knew what confe
rence they were referring to. I felt within my
self thet it was not the conference which I 
attended. 
Let me illustrate. When, for instance, Comrade 

Fidel Castro made his closing statement - I 
cannot quote him verbatim - but at two end of his 
statement he said something like: ! Oar movement 
has not been as strong as it is today. Our move
ment has never been as united as it is today. 
Our movement has never, been as independent as it 
is today. Our movement has never been as much 
ours as it is today17. • And when he ended on that 
note, virtually the whole hall surged forward to 
the rostrum and he was acclaimed for something 
like half an hour. That, to me, is not an indi
cation of failure, and if it is not failure, it 
must be an indication of the failure of the atte
mpts at divisiveness of imperialism. That, to 
me indicated the success of the conference - the 
agreement of the delegates on the direction of 
the conference. 

Imperialism had pitted two leaders against one 
another before the conference started - President 
Fidel Castro as against President Tito of "Yugo
slavia. That struggle never even started. And 
the ideas which the African National Congress 
holds, the ideas which I believe Cuba holds, the 
ideas which the majority of the I\Ton-Aligned 
countries hold," won the day in Cuba. These ideas 
are thet in the world today, it is not possible 
to ride on two horses at the same time, that the 
Non-Aligned Movement is in factand indeed aligned 
against imperialism, because essentially tbe Non-
Aligned Llovement was formed to fight the evils of 
imperialism - imperialist exploitation of the 
developing countries. 
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Of course, within the conference there appeared 
at a certain stage a few people who wanted to 
divert the 'movement from its correct direction 
but they were put in their place by members of 
the conference. I should say that if it had not 
been so in (any other conference, in the Non-
Aligned Conference in Cuba the line was put cor
rectly and {there was nobody to go o«:ainst it. 
The ITon-Aligned Conference, the Non-Aligned 

Movement ig a movement formed to support the 
struggling.people of the world against the ravages 
of imperialism and world reaction. 

Question; 
AncT what was the stand of the African National 

Congress on this particular question? 
Answer: 

THe African national Congress is a movement of 
todey and of tomorrow. It is a movement that has 
stood in the leadership of the oppressed masses . _> 
of .our people from 1912. It has fought serious I 
battles since then to this day - bettles not only 
against the racists of South Africa, but battles 

' against the colonialists, against imperialism. I 
think it is quite clear to everybody that South 
Africa could not have existed to this day if it 
was not for the support that it gets from world 
imperialism. 
Therefore, because of these battles which v/ere 

fought in the past, which we are fighting today, 
and which v/e are going to fight tomorrow, because 
of the plight of our people, in the country that 
is about the eighth or ninth oir.tenth most deve
loped country in the world, and yet the Black 
people are some of the poorest, some of the most 
super-explbited in the world, the African National 
Congress chnnot be anything else but anti-imperi
alist, ant-i-colonialist. The ANO cannot be any
thing else but an ally of the world progressive 
forces against imperialism. Cannot be anything 
but allies against the" forces of oppression and 
exploitation, allied against imperialism, against 
fascism, against colonialism, and this is the line 
that our President put before the conference of ; 
the Non-Aligned states in Cuba. 
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