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9 mm Makarov pistol 

You too Countryman, can be a Freedom Fighter 
9MM MAKAROV PISTOL 

The Soviet-made 9 mm Makarov 
ptisol is designed to engage the enemy at 
close quarters. The pistol fires 9 mm 
pistol cartridges by single shots. The best 
results are attained at ranges of up to 
50 m. 

The pistol is simple in design and easy 
to handle. Its weight and dimensions 
are small, making it convenient to cany. 
The pistol is magazine-fed. The magazine 
holds eight cartridges. Each pistol is 
attached with a wiper, a spare magazine 
and a holster. 

The pistol comprises the following 
main parts:-
L receiver 
2. barrel and trigger guard assembly 
3. slide 
4. firing pin 
5. extractor and safety lock assembly 
6. recoil spring 
7. firing mechanism 
8-grip stocks and their returning screw 
9. slide stop 
10. magazine 

ASSEMBLY AND DISASSEMBLY 
The pistol is disassembled for cleaning, 

lubrication, inspection and repair. Hie 
following rules are to be observed when 
disassembling or assembling the weapon: 

1. assemble and disassemble the pistol on 
a table or bench, and, when in the 
field, on a clean cloth. 

2. put down parts and mechanisms 
following the sequence of disassembl
ing. 

The pistol may be subjected either to 
elementary disassembly (field stripping) 
or complete breakdown (detailed stri
pping). Field stripping will be done when 
you have to clean, lubricate or inspect the 
pistol. Detailed stripping will be under
taken when you have to replace defective 
parts or in case the weapon has been ex
posed to water, rain, dirt or snow. Tlie 
pistol will also be completely disassembl
ed for changing the lubricant and after 
prolonged firing. However, in this issue 
we shall only deal with field stripping. 

HELD STRIPPING 
1. Remove the magazine from the grip 
(Fig. 3). Holding the pistol by the pip 
with the right hand, push the magazine 
catch back as far as it will go with the left 
thumb. At the same time pull the project
ing portion of the magazine cover and re
move the magazine from the grip. 

See that there is no cartridge in the 
chamber. To this end disengage the safety 
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lock (push the thumbpiece down), pull 
the slide into rearward position with the 
left hand, examine the cartridge chamber 
and release the slide. 
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Fig..2. Main parts and mechanisms. 1 receiver, 
barrel and trigger guard assembly, 2 • slide. 
firing pin, extractor and safety lock, 3 - recoil 
spring, 4 - firing mechanism component parts, 
5 • grip stocks and retarining screw. 6 - slide 
stop, 7 - magazine 

2. Detach the slide from the receiver. 
Holding the pistol by the grip with the 
right hand, pull the forward end of the 
trigger guard down with the left hand 
(Flg.4) and shift it to the left or to the 
right so that its lug rests against the 
receiver and retains the trigger guard in 
open position. 

With the left hand pull the slide into 
rearmost position, lift its rear end an 
gradually give in to let the slide move for
ward under the pressure of the recoil 
soring. Detach the slide from the receiver 
(Fig. 5) and then install the forward end 
of the trigger guard in place. 
3. Remove the recoil spring from the 
barrel. Holding the receiver by the grip 
with the right hand, pull the recoil spring 
forth with the left hand and detach it 
from the barrel. 

FIELD ASSEMBLY 

To reassemble the pistol after field strip
ping assume the reverse order of opera
tions. 

1. Install the recoil spring on the barrel. 
Molding the receiver grip in the right 
hand, install the recoil spring onto the 
barrel with the left hand. See that first 
to come over the barrel is that end of the 
spring which is of less diameter as comp
ared with the rest coils. 
2. Couple the slide to receiver. Holding 
the receiver by the grip with the right 
hand, take the slide in the left one, 
insert the free end of the recoil spring 
into the slide hollow and pull the slide 
into rearmost position so that the muzzle 
end of the barrel passes through the slide 
hollow and protrudes outside ( Fig.6). 

Lower the slide rear end onto the re
ceiver so that .the longitudinal ribs of the 
slide fit into the receiver grooves. Press 
the slide against the receiver and release it. 
Actuated by the recoil spring the slide 
will energetically return into forward 
position. Engage the safety lock (raise the 
thumbniece). 

Fto 3. Removing magazine from grip 
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3 Install the magazine into the grip. 
Holding the pistol in the right hand, with 
the left thumb and forefinger insert the 
magazine into the grip through the lower 
opening in the grip base. Press the maga
zine cover with the thumb so that the 
magazine catch (i.e. the mainspring 
lower end) snaps over the lug on the 
magazine wall. A clack should be heard at 
that instant. Check the pistol for proper 
assembly after firing. Disengage the safe
ty lock (i.e.) push the thumbpiece down). 
Pull the slide into rearward position and 
release it. After a short forward travel 
the slide should be retained in rearward 
position by the slide stop. 

Press the slide stop knob. Actuated by 
the recoil spring the slide should energe
tically return into forward posit ion, lea
ving the hammer cocked. Engage the 
safety lock (i.e. raise the thumbpiece). 
The hammer should jump forth to strike 
against the firing pin. 

CLEANING AND LUBRICATION 
Hie pistol should be kept dean and in good 
repair all the time. This is achieved by 
timely and skilful cleaning and lubrica
tion, careful handling and proper storage. 
The pistol should be cleaned -
1. everday when in combat 
2. right after completion of firing 

practice. 
3. at least once every seven (7) days if the 

pistol is out of use. 

Use the following items for wiping, 
cleaning and lubricating the_ pistol: 

/ . alkali compound or liquid rifle oil is 
used to neutralise the effect of fouling 
and to soften the latter on the barrel bore 
walls and other parts of the pistol affec
ted by powder gases, 
2. rifle or liquid oil is used to lubricate all 
metal parts of the pistol, 
6 gun grease is used to lubricate the 
pistol before long-term storage, 
7 Clean cotton rags are used to wipe, 
clean and lubricate the pistol parts. 
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Fig. 4. Pulling down fonmrd end of trigger 
guard 

Fig. 5 Detstching slide from receiver 

Fig. 6. Coupling slide to receiver 


