
The military code of 
Umkhonto we Sizwe 

Preamble the opportunity to serve in the people. We light for their interests. 
Recognising that our army. Dm- forefront of the liberation struggle. Umkhontohasnomercenaries.no 
khonto we Sizwe. must define its to meet the enemy and engage him paid soldiers or conscripted troops. 
aims and objects in clear and pre- with modern weapons, to become a it consists of the sons and daugh-
cise terms, and that the rights and steeled revolutionary who at all ters of the most oppressed, the 
duties of eaclj member should be times, is determined to serve and most exploited sections ofourpeo* 
likewise defined without ambiguity, protect the people and his fellow pic. l-'or these reasons we claim 
the Politico-Military Council, acting comrades-in-arms. with pride and truth : Umkhonto is 
on behalf of the African National We look back with great pride the Spear of the Nation. 
Congress of South Africa, has adop- to the period of militant non-vio- We tight a people's war. not by 
ted and hereby decrees this code lent struggle waged by the ANC. armed struggle alone, but first and 
for the guidance of members in cell During this period our people learnt above all by political education, lea-
positions, through their own experience thai dership and mobilisation. It is a 
j ., ,. „. they could not satisfy their aspir- people's war because the struggle is 
i. untKHontowe^tzwe ations except by means of armed to win the active support and parti* 

T . Af>f?J **! M'V • j n struggle arising out of our mass cipation of all who resist oppres-
The ANC and its alhes created Urn- ^ ^ ^ culminating in sion, discrimination, poverty and 
khonto as a new and indispensable £ revolutionary seizure of power. injustice. 
weapon in the struggle for people s ^ t n e t j m e w a s ri f o r ^ T h e 0 ,e o r l t h e i r a r m y 

fSZ^J*tt* 7 S rth°2fri£ l e n t f o r m s o f s t ruS8 I e- o u r Pe°P ,e ^ Providing it with recruits - tfieir 
HVh if i S K £&%J*£} ^derstood and supported the de- sons and daughters - food, shelter, 

t Z t ZA T T W 5 I < 2 W ^ c i s i o n t 0 take up arJn^They clearly and information about the enemy. 
annihilate, and unlike all other ar- understood as lone ago as December The people open the way for our 
£ l ^ T f r i 2 ? S w 1961, that our Movement had ex- guerrilh/ and make the enemy's 
S 7 a ^ f s *™V °T^i h a u s t e d ^1 peaceful avenues, and path hard. Everyone can become a 
and dedicated to waging a people s t h , h h a d • d Qn f ^ fi^teri T h f i s t ] e n a s 

war for the liberation of our coun- u- a w a r $ u a ( j o n T h e Xmative many fronts and is not confined to 
I I th««* • „ «*-„«!,.« to armed struggle was submission, trained soldiers alone. 

w ^ t ™° « ? T ^ l l ^ Z A s t h e UmkhSto Manifesto dec The ANC mobilises the" people 
^ L n ? T ^ . , » i ^ ™ ^ ? lared: The People's patience is not in support of the revolution 
• r ^ i e f f S n f J Z , 1 e n d l e s s- The time comes in the life through skilful combination of all 

t w t n « m W P t\ / r i m t h Z ~ o f *»y nation when there remains forms of struggle: violent and non* 
^ S T i S S ? , 3 f S S L * K «"& tw<> c h o i c e s ~ s u h > n i t o r ***• violent, legal and illegal, strikes and 
o f ^ J L I f £ no ,nH ^ i ^ y ™at «"* " ^ now come in South demonstrations, boycotts and non* 
^ ^ S t o ^ l t ^ S S Africa. We shall not submit and we collaboration, propaganda, educ-
S ? « J S S f r I h l ^ 8 ! ? « > . « h a v e n o c h o i c e b u t t 0 m t b a c k °y a t 'on and sabotage. A people's war 
^ n ^ ^ f ° l a ? n a» m e a » * within our power in de- is fought by the peoplV with arms 
unui victory or oeatn. f e n c e o f Q u r p e o p J e i o u r f u t u r e a n d an(J a]I o t h e r f o r m s a n d methods of 

in the words of our founding our freedom. • struggle. Without the organised sup-
Manifesto, published on the historic port of the people, armed struggle 
day of 16th December 1961 : 'Urn- Political and Military Struggle is in danger of being isolated and 
khonto we Sizwe will be at the Umkhonto we Sizwe is the fighting strangled. The enemy attempts to 
front line of the people's defence, arm of the ANC and its allies. Our isolate us by launching campaigns 
It will be the fighting arm of the armed struggle is a continuation of to win the 'hearts and minds'of the 
people against the racist govern- our political struggle by means that people-of our people-the oppres-
merit and its policies of racial op- include armed force. The political sed and suffering workers and pea-
pression. It will be the striking for- leadership has primacy over the sants. To defeat the enemy, we 
ce of the people for liberty, for military. Our military line derives must involve the entire people in 
rights and for the their final liber- from our political line. Every com- the National Democratic Revolu-
atk>n.' mander, commissar, instructor and tion. 

The founding Manifesto of Urn- combatant must therefore be The enemy controls the state, 
khonto we Sizwe is our definitive clearly acquainted with the policy its armed forces, police and courts. 
declaration of intent, and an essen- with regard to all combat tasks and 3ut he does not command the 
tiai guide to the reasons for the missions. All of us must know clear- hearts and minds of the people. 
creation and aims of this, the Peo- ly who the enemy is, and for what They are with us in a just war for 
pie's Army. We append the Manifes- we are fighting. Thus MC cadres are national liberation. Their support is 
to to this Code, to be studied and not only military units, they are our chief weapon. What gives the 
understood by every Umkhonto aslo political leaders and organisers guerrilla his advantage is his ppHti-
combatant. ft was no coincidence of our people. That is the major cal superiority and people's sup-
that MC *s first operations were distinction between our people's re- port. As pointed out in Operation 
launched on December 16th, Din- volutionary army and the army and Mayibuye (1963) the most import-
gane's Day. Umkhonto will carry wholly militarised authoritarian ar- ant guarantee of victory is 'the sup-
on the warrior tradition of our med forces of the racists, imperial- port of the people who in certain si-
people under the conditions of mo- ists and reactionary regimes, Um- tuations are better protection than 
dern guerrilla warfare. khonto cadres, with arms in hand, mountains and forests'. 

Those who join Umkhonto are political activists and leaders, as 
we Sizwe, the People's Army, per- well as warriors. This combination Our People's Army 
form a sacred duty to our people, of political and military functions is a) Umkhonto we Sizwe fights to li-
our nation and the South African characteristic of all popular, revolu- berate our people from racial discri-
Revolution. When we have liber- tionary armies espcially in the mination, national oppression and. 
ated our country, Umkhonto will phase of guerrilla warfare. exploitation. 
constitute the basis of the defence b) The common enemy is the racist 
forces of our country and the Revo- People's War . minority which identifies with and 
lution, and will serve as an instru- Umkhonto is a people's army fight- gives aid to the ational Party re-
ment of social progress. ing a people's war. We fight to liber- gimei the creator and driving force 
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Umkhonto we Sizwe Manifesto 
Leaflet issued by Umkhonio we Suwe (Spew of the Nation) 
ont60ecemberl96t 

Units of Umkhonio we Sizwe today earned out planned 
attacks against Government installations, particularly 
those connected with the policy ol apartheid and race 
discrimination. 

Umkhonto we Sizwe is a new, independent body. 
formed by Africans ft includes in its ranks South Africans 
of all races. It is not connected in any way with a so-called 
"Committee for National Liberation" whose existence has 
been announced m the press. Umkhonto we Sizwe will 
carry on the struggle for freedom and democracy by new 
methods, which are necessary to complement the actions 
of the established national liberation organizations 
Umkhonto we Sizwe fully supports the national liberation 
movement, and our members jointly and individually, place 
themselves under the overall political guidance of thai 
movement. 

It is. however, well known that the mam national libera
tion organizations in this country have consistently 
followed a policy of non-violence They have conducted 
themselves peaceably at all times, regardless of Govern
ment attacks and persecutions upon them, and despite an 
Government-inspired attempts to provoke them to vio
lence. They have done so because the people prefer peace
ful methods of change to achieve their aspirations without 
the suffering and bitterness of civil war. But the people's 
patience is not endless. 

The time comes in the life of any nation when there re
main only two choices: submit or fight. That time has now 
come to South Africa. We shall not submit and we have no 
choice but to hit back by all means within our power in 
defence of our people, our future and our freedom. 

The Government has interpreted the peacefulness of the 
movement as weakness; the people's non-violem policies 
have been taken as a green light for Government violence 
Refusal to resort to force has been interpreted by the 
Government as an invitation to use armed force against 
the people without any feBr of reprisals. The methods of 
Umkhonto we Sizwe mark a break with that past. 

We are striking out along a new road for the liberation of 
the people of this country. The Government policy of force, 
repression and violence wil l no longer be met with non
violent resistance only! The choice is not ours; it has been 

made by the Nationalist Government which has rejected 
every peaceable demand by the people for rights and free
dom and answered every such demand with force and yet 
more force' Twice in the past 18 months, virtual martial 
law has been imposed in order to beat down peaceful, non
violent strike action of the people in support of their rights. 
It is now preparing its lorces — enlarging and rearming its 
armed forces and drawing the white civilian population 
into commandos and pistol clubs — for full-scale military 
actions against the people The Nationalist Government 
has chosen the course of force and massacre, now. 
deliberately, as it did at Sharpeville 

Umkhonto we Sizwe will be at the front line of the 
people's defence. It wil l be the fighting arm of Jhe people 
against the Government and its policies of race oppres
sion It will be the striking force of the people for liberty, for 
rights and for their final liberation' Let the Government, its 
supporters who put it into power, and those whose passive 
toleration of reaction keeps it m power, take note of where 
the Nationalist Government is leading the country' 

We of Umkhonto We Sizwe have always sought — as 
the liberation movement has sought — to achieve libera
tion, without bloodshed and civil clash We do so still We 
hope — even at this late hour — that our first actions wil l 
awaken every one to a realization of the disastrous situa
tion to which the Nationalist policy is leading. We hope 
that we wil l bring the Government and its supporters to 
their senses before it is too late, so that both the Govern
ment and its policies can be changed before matters reach 
the desperate stage of civil war. We believe our actions to 
be a blow against the Nationalist preparations for civil war 
and military rule 

In these actions, we are working in the best interests of 
all the people of this country — black, brown and white — 
whose future happiness and well-being cannot be attained 
without the overthrow of the Nationalist Government, the 
abolition of white supremacy and the winning of liberty, 
democracy and full national rights and equality for all the 
people of this country. 

We appeal for the support and encouragement of all 
those South Africans who seek the happiness and freedom 
of the people of this country. 

Afrika Mayibuyel' 

Issued by command of Umkhonto we Sizwe. 

"Africa Return! 

C) Our programme is the Freedom 
Charter; it defines the goals of all 
democrats regardless of colour, race 
or creed. 
d) The interests of the people and 
the demands of the revolution are 
inseparable and the main concern 
of the people's army. 
e) Our MC Manifesto declares that 
the army includes in its ranks South 
Africans of all races. But the over
whelming majority are members of 
the most oppressed and exploited 
people. By this dedication and com
mitment and training, they repres
ent the vanguard of our people. In 
Umkhonto language, the army is 
the Spear of the Nation. 
5. Umkhonto insists on a high stan
dard of selfless devotion to the re
volution on the part of all its mem
bers. They are required at all times 
to: 
a) behave correctly to the people; 
b) respect their persons and proper
ty 
c) refrain from molesting or inter-
ferin9 with their legitimate activi
ties; 
d) assist them to solve their prob-
blems and where possible give ma
terial aid in their labour; and 
e) demonstrate high moral qualities 
in word end deed. 

Revolutionary Discipline and Con
sciousness 
To defeat the enemy in combat, 
our soldiers must be disciplined, 
trained to obey commands promp
tly, and ready to spring into battle 
immediately when ordered. Vigil
ance, alertness and readiness to en
gage the enemy at a moment's not
ice are qualities that can develop 
only out of discipline, proper train
ing and political consciousness. 

Bourgeois and reactionary ar
mies like the army forces of the 
racists, instil a mechanical and' 
robot-like obedience in their units. 
The people's army has a different 
conception of discipline and 
loyalty. Umkhonto soldiers are 
volunteers, willing and trained 
to cany out orders in the know
ledge that instant obedienos is the 
only way to safeguard life, both of 
the individual and his comrades-in-
arms, and to protect the people 
whom he serves. 

Umkhonto soldiers pledge 
themselves to safeguard the revolu
tion aX all times regardless of 
personal hardships, suffering and 
danger. A soldier who breaks discip
line, disobeys commands or by 
improper conduct betrays the high 
standards of our army will be 

punished. Such punishment is ne
cessary to maintain the qualities ex
pected of a people's army. Every 
attempt is made to correct bad 
behaviour and rehabiliatate mem
bers who violate the army's code. 
But punishment is severe in cases of 
serious crimes, treachery and cri
minal neglect endangering the sa
fety of others and the security of 
the army. 

Our procedure and rules are 
well defined, precise and to the 
point. Military orders are issued 
with a definite purpose and must be 
obeyed. It is the duty and responsi
bility of every soldier to know 
and understand the army's code of 
conduct, to recognise his military 
commanders, to be clear about his 
own duties, and to carry out orders 
immediately and without question. 
Orders must be obeyed. It is the 
duty and responsibility of every 
soldier to know and understand the 
army's code of conduct, to recog
nise his military commanders, to be 
clear about his own duties, and to 
carry out orders immediately and 
without question. Orders rtiust be 
obeyed cheerfully, promptly ana 
exactly. A soldier who does not un
derstand an order has a right to 
have it explained. He must know 
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when ro raise problems, to whom 
he must report, and how to obtain 
clarification. He must not, in any 
circumstances, refuse to obey a 
command or argue over the execu
tion of an order. 

Outright disobedience and 
failure to obey an order promptly 
may have serious consequences. A 
soldier who thinks that he has been 
given a wrong order must obey it 
first and if need be complain after
wards to his commander. Our com
manding officers, commissars, ins
tructors and others who are entrus
ted with responsibility to lead must 
be above reproach. They are to be a 
shining example of modesty, sound 
moral behaviour, correct attitudes 
towards all members, respectful and 
helpful to every member of the 
army, regardless of his position. 
Commanders and Political Commis
sars occupy a central role in Um
khonto. Wthout them disorder can 
result. They are the principal target 
of the enemy and must be given 
maximum protection. Umkhonto is 
engaged in guerrilla warfare against 
a powerful and remorseless enemy 
which resorts to torture, banditry 
and terrorism. 

During the_ stage of guerrilla 
warfare, great initiative and resour-
cc fulness are required of every com
batant. Under such conditions, for
malities such as the courtesy of sa
luting commanders are reduced to 
a minimum, while discipline and vi
gilance are maintained at the high
est levels. 

In our external training bases, 
however, we have conditions and 
facilities similar to those of a regu
lar army. Here we insist on full mi
litary procedures, including the 
practice of saluting commanding 
personnel; higher ranks; parades; 
roll calls: and fall-ins. These are ne
cessary for oraeny camp lite and dis
cipline and co-operation among 
guerrillas in combat zones. 

The inner forms of discipline, 
arising from political maturity and 
consciousness of our struggle, are 
far more important and enduring 
than a discipline enforced from 
above. But a proud bearing, alert
ness and quick response to comm
ands, a smart uniform, and respect 
of leadership, commanders and 
commissars are the hallmarks of a 
good soldier who is proud of his 
platoon, detachment and army. 

Wth the triumph of our revol
ution, Umkhonto will be the offi-
cal army of our country, the true 
shield of our nation, defending the 
people against external aggression 
and internal counter-revolution. To 
prepare ourselves for these noble 
tasks, we must live up to the army's 
code of conduct in all respects and 
at all times during the present phase 
of our struggle. 

General Regulations 
1. Al l army units shall preserve and 

safeguard political and military and 
organisational information relating to 
the army's security and well being. 
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The wilful or negligent disclo
sure of classified information to un
authorised persons, and the un
authorised acquisition and/or reten
tion of secrets and classified docu
ments shall be an offence. 

2. Al l combatants must defend the 
ANC and be loyal to it, the army 
and the revolution. The fo l lowing 

acts or omissions shall be an offe
nce : a) Disloyalty or deception de
signed or likely to give assistance to 
the enemy. 
b) Rebellion or revolt against the 
army command or part of it or at
tempts to commit such an act of re
bellion or revolt. 
c) Conduct which causes despon
dency, spreads a spirit of defeatism, 
or undermines morale in iny mem
ber or section of the army. 
a) Cowardly conduct in the face of 
the enemy. 
e) Wilful disobedience or refusal of 
orders properly given by a comman
der. 
f) Desertion from the army. 

3. Al l combatants shall act in such a 
manner that the people will put their 
trust in the army, recognise i t as their 
protector, and accept the liberation 
movement as their legitimate and 
authentic representative. 

The following acts or omissions 
shall be an offence : 
a) Conduct that weakens the peo
ple's trust, confidence and faith in 
the ANC and Umkhonto. 
b) Theft from a comrade or the 
people, looting of property, or 
other forcible seizure of goods. 
c) Abuse of authority and/or power 
d) Cruelty inflicted on a member of 
the army or public. 
e) Assaults, rape, disorderly con
duct, the use of insulting and/or ob
scene language, bullying and intimi
dation, whether against a comrade 
or member of the public. 
0 Shameful conduct likely to dis
grace the ANC, army or the offen
der, or bring them into discrepute, 
or provoke indignation and con
tempt against them, such as viol
ating the rights and dignity of the 
opposite sex, whether in operatio
nal or base areas. 
g) Unjustifiable homicide. 
h) Ill-treatment of prisoners of war 
or persons in custody. 

4. Al l combatants shall protect the 
.. leadership and property of the ANC 

and Umkhonto. 
The following acts or omissions 
shall be an offence : 
a) Falure to protect commanders 
and commissars against assaults or 
attacks. 
b) Wilful or negligent destruction, 
neglect or misuse.of the property 
and/or funds of the ANC and army. 
c) Failure to submit and hand over 
to the commanding authority pro
perty seized or acquired during mi
litary operations. 
d) Negligence in handling, using or 
storing and loss of weapons. 

-
b. Al l combatants are required to nave 

! 

tht> permission of a competent 
authority to travel, move from one 
place to another, or leave a camp, 
base or residence to which they are 
assigned. 

The following acts or ommissions 
shall be an offence: 
a) Absence without permission. 
b) Escaping or attempting to escape 
from the custody of a competent 
authority. 

6. Al l combatants and members of 
the ANC and Umkhonto shad 
observe high moral standards and 
show an adequate sense of responsi
bility. 

The following acts or ommissions 
shall be an offence : 
a) Smoking dagga or using other 
harmful drugs or being in unauthor
ised possession of the same. 
b) Neglect of duty. 
c) Drunkenness on duty and/or in 
public. 

7. Al l members of the ANC and 
combatants are required to promote 
and preserve the unity of the ANC, 
the army, the liberation movement 
and the people. 

Any act or speech that provokes 
tribal or regional animosities or 
spreads disunity by means of fac
tionalism and/or racism shall be an 
offence. 

8. Punishment. 
All members of the ANC and com
batants are required to respect the 
terms of the Geneva Convention on 
the Treatment of Prisoners of W&r 
in line with the formal acceptance 
by the ANC of these terms in 1981. 
Any violation of these terms shall 
be an offence. 

All members of Me ANC and 
Umkhonto shall tactfully observe 
the general regulations and. shall be 
liable to the penalties pfescHbeffl for/- * 
offences under the regulations. The. 
purpose of punishment is to deter 
members from commuting an offe
nce, assist' offenders to rehabilitate' 
and protect the ANC, Umkhonto, 
liberation and revolution. In impos
ing punishment,-the competent au
thorities shall be guided by high 
political principles to the exclusion 
of personal animosity or any trace 
of vendetta. Punishment' shall fee 
administered humanely and with
out undue harshness or cruelty. 

The following punisnments may 
be ordered for offences under the 
regulations according to the gravity 
of the offence and the circumstan
ces under which it was committed ; 
1. Reprimand or rebuke adminis
tered in private or public. 
2. Suspension from duty for a spe
cified period. 
3. Fatigue and drills. 
4. Restriction with hard labour for 
a specified period determined by 
tribunal. 
5. Demotion from a position of res
ponsibility. 
6. Restriction in a rehabilitation 
centre. 
7. Dishonourable discharge. 
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8. Solitary confinement for a pe
riod determined by tribunal. 
9. The maximum penalty. 
10: Any other penalty not included 
herein but appearing in the sche
dule of penalties for grave or se
rious erimes and violations. 
Rules and Regulations Covering the 
Handling of Weapons and Explosives 
of our Movement. 
Introduction 

Among the most sacred duties of a 
soldier in NK is to protect and pre
serve the weaponry and other war 
materia! of our army - in cerain cir
cumstances even with his life. The 
loss of a weapon would be regarded 
in the same light as the loss of a 
limb and has serious consequences 
for the body of our army. 

Our weaponry and other war 
materials are there to be used 
against our enemy and must, at all 
times, be maintained in a proper 
state . of combat readiness and 
must only be used to further our re
volution. This is the duty of every 
organ and individual soldier entrus
ted with the task of handling such 
material. 

In the interest of our revolution the 
following rules and regulations will be 
ftrictly enforced. 
1. The Politico-Military Council un
der the direction of the NEC shall 
be the organ which decides on the 
distribution and use of all weapons 
and explosives in any given area. 
2. All members of the ANC who 
possess a personal weapon or wea
pons are under obligation to declare 
it or them to the authorised organs 

10. The use of materials for emer
gency purposes has to be reported 
to the appropriate authority. 
11. The security and care of wea
pons shall *« the responsibility of 
those entrusted with them. 
12. AU transfer and movement of 
war materials from one area to the 

other shall be entrusted to the Or-
danance Department 
13. Safety measures must be obser
ved when handling weapons and ex
plosives. 
14. Authorised persons are not al
lowed to handle weapons under the 
influence of liquor. 

I 
THE BATTLE 

OF 
NYATUWE 
(Related by Comrade Rogers, a Wankie veteran). 

WE reached Nyatuwe early in the 
morning before sunrise. After estab
lishing an outpost and detailing 
some comrades for guard duties. I. 
Masimini and the overall comman
der left for reconnaissance around 
the area. Nyantuwe is a river but it 
was dry at the time 

On the side 

sand all around me. 
This sudden volley from the 

enemy, coupled with white men voi
ces shouting "surrender" unnerved 
some of the. comrades. There was 
some little confusion. But fortun
ately some of the .comrades took 
position and returned fire. Masimini 

there was a small bush which provi
ded good cover against airplanes, 
helicopters, and distant people. A 
hundred metres from this bush, on 
the north-western side of the river, 
there was a hillock with huge rocks 
on top. On the other side there was 
dry elephant grass. 

The hillock was a very strategic 

or persons in the Movement for re- f ? s i t i o n „ " ? ! ^ I T Lffl".,!0,!*! 
gistration and for determining Whe- lo b s?, r v e a l l ™ " ! * t 7 ! 
ther the comrade should be author!- ' '° s '<8" ' ° s £° ' f%*»$% J ™ 
sed to keep the weapon or surren- fc™^fB^ %*£$?£ 

we had camped was shouting on top of his voice 

der it 
3. AH weapons not supplied by au
thorised persons in the hands of in
dividuals or groups must be report
ed and declared immediately. Fail
ing to fulfil this requirement con-

cupy it because of lack of cover 
from the air. After scouting the 
area we decided to have only one 
outpost with all-round defence, 
everybody sleeping at his position. 

The sun was about to rise. We 
stitutes a serious offence against the , , , . . , . ., 
Movement and carries with it a heavy $&***" £ canJP f

 h e r e / ' " 
punishment. I6-3 0 ho™: * w P u l d l l e n cleaF punishment. 
4. Unauthorised possession and use 
of weapons is strictly prohibited. 
5. It is strictly forbidden Fo point a 
weapon, loaded or otherwise, at 
any person other than our enemy, 
6. It is serious offence to abandon 
without proper cause, lose, misuse, 
neglect or damage weapons, ammu
nition and explosives. 
7. Unauthorised exchange, barter or 
transfer of a weapon(s) is strictly 
forbidden. 
8. All weapons, ammunition and 
explosives must be handled by au
thorised persons and must be totally 
concealed in public except during 
combat marches in our training 
camps and schools and where permi
ssion is granted to have weapons for 
the defence of ANC personnel and 
property. 
9. All records, inventories of all war 
materials have to be kept by Ord
nance, Security and by any organ 
entrusted with such material. 

the area of traces for an hour and 

saying he will shoot any son-ol-a-
bitch who ran away, ordering them 
to lire back. Others had merely 
taken cover and were not firing at 
the enemy. 

I heard Masimini calling my 
name, coming towards my direc
tion. Besides him there were Kid 
Marongrong (ZAPU) and Sibanyo
ni, nicknamed Ntsimbikayigobi. 
They saw I was pinned down, Masi
mini and Kid had sub-machine guns 
and Sibanyoni a light machine-gun. 
With long burst the three guns spoke, 
and the enemy was forced to take 
cover. 

In a few seconds I was up. took 
my bag and gun, told Masimini andt 
Sibanyoni to follow me and orde
red Kid to cover me. On the way I 
met Zami (Bothwell Tamane) who 
was alone manning another posi
tion, firing at the enemy. The fire 

continue with our march at 17.30 that side was very heavy. I thought 
hours. After having meals I went to the enemy could be trying to make 
sleep. Our outpost was near, just at a breakthrough that side. I instruc-
the edge of the forest, and my posi- ted Sibanyoni to take position be-
tion was+20m from the outpost. sides Zami with his L.M.G. and or-

At about 0.7.00 hrs a spotter dered Zami to cease fire and wait 
plane circled over our position till the enemy was 50m away. I told 
twice. We ignored it. Just when I him that the day was still young 
was beginning to fall asleep, I think and we had to be careful not to ex-
at 08.30 hrs, a deafening salvo of haust our supplies of ammunition. automatic rifles fire from all direc
tions broke the silence. From the 
sound it was clear the weapons 
were not ours. Then I heard a boer 
voice bellowing: "SURRENDER" 

"Our survival depends on our accur
acy," 1 said'. I also gave them their 
sectors of fire. 

Suddenly the enemy burst out 
from the trees and there were heli-

When 4 lifted .my head a long copters hovering over us. Vc took 
burst went off and the ZAPU com- positions (I and Masimini), joined 
rade who was manning the outpost by Sharp (MC ). We were five. None 
20m from me was hit. The enemy opened fire. The enemy was firing 
was firing from hip position and the from the hip. rushing towards us 
noise made by their weapons over- When I estimated they were 50m 
whelmed ours. Their fire pinned me and their fire was already pinning 
down. I lay flat as I was on the us down, I replied with my sub-

I ground, with bullets hitting the machine guns. 
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