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Neville Rubin, of Cape Town, and I went to India and Cerlon (0 attend (WO university
conferences. Wc spent two brief months, August and September, in seeing something of both
countries and meeting their people.

Wherever we went we were given most kind hospitality. A mark of the deep interest that
Illpians have for South Africa is that sooner or later in any conversation (usually sooner) we
were asked our views on race. Sometimes the query was polite and circuitous, at others it
was quite blunt, as when we were asked by a lady M.P. in New Delhi, "Which side are you
on ?". They were delighted when we told them Ihal we believed in a common society, but
even if we had been segregationists we would have been treated with the same graciousness.

We were fortunate in spending a few days in Delhi, the capital city, where a Bihari Member
of Parliament took us into his home. We listened to a debate in the Lok: Sabha, the Lower
House, and met many Government and Opposition M.Ps. Mr. Nehru's Congress Party has
an enormous majority: it still sails on the tide of the victory it broulht India in Independence,
though some observers predict that when Nehru ~oes the Party wi I disintegrate. The Prime
Minister i~ held in extraordinary esteem by the hIghest and humblest in India.

He is opposed in Parliament by many national and regional parties. The Hindu Maha
Sabha has an exclu~ive nationalism which wa~ an unwelcome reminder of home. The Corn·
muni~ts are a small force in Parliament, discredited by acrobatic policy chan~es and past
incitement to violetlCe, though their influence in the student community IS conSiderable.

The small Praja Socialisl Party (PSP) impressed us deeply. Their policy appears to be too
close to that of the socialist Congress for them to win mass support. It seems that the PSP
are playing a self-appointed, and in a sense sacrificial role as honest and independent critics
of the Government, an invaluable role in a democracy, especially where the ruling party i~
overwhelmingly strong.

We met the former leader of the PSP, Jayaprakash Narayan, when we travelled for three
days in Tamilnad with Vinoba Bhave, famed leader of the Bhoodan (Land-Gift) Movement.
Jayaprakash was, before he left Parliament, perhaps the most outstandin/? figure in Indian
politlc~ after Nehru. Steeped in the Gandhian tradition, with a great mind and complete
lIltegrity, and that characteristic Indian gentleness, he might have succeeded Nehru at the
head of Govemment, such i~ the esteem ill which he is held.

Now he has dedicated his life to Bhoodan. Bhoodan is the creation and life's work of
Vinoba Bhave, Gandhi's friend and disciple. Through his gentle ministry, landowners have
given nearly four million acres "to God" to be shared through Bhoodan among India's
landless. Vlnoba lives and preaches the supremacyofloveandcompassion in human behaviour,
and seeks to abolish caste by eradicating the attitudes of supenority and inferiority which
perpetuate it. Like Gandhi, he believes that by decentralisin/? small industry and making
villages self-supporting in food and clothing, the rapid urbanisation of India with its attendant
social evils will be checked.

Vinoba and Bhoodan are held in high regard by the Government of India, who are pur.
~uing the socialist construction of India through a series of five-year plans which embrace
almost every sector of the countrls economy, culture and socialltfe. The education SY1tem,
from basic school to university, IS undergoin~ unprecedented reform and expansion: in the
firSI five years after IndependetlCe seven millton more children were in school than in 1947,
although 80 per cent. of fndia's 390 million people are still illiterate. Power stations, coal and
Sleel works and secondary industries are bemg urgently developed. The first atomic reactor,
built entirely by Indian scientists, was opened while we were there. Family planning centres,
health, hygiene and nutrition clinics, and social education centres are being spread throughout
India.

But the astonishing progress which the coming of Independence in 1947 has equipped
India to make, has nOI erased the desperate poverty of scores of millions in village and city,
nor could it have. It will take many, many years to cleanse the disease-ridden (so many of
whom raise withered and leprous limbs to the train window as you pass by), to nourish the
hungry (who be/? from you in almost every street), to educate the illiterate, to irrigate the
barren land, to gIve worK to the unemployed (who sleep on pavements, in gutters, under carts,
on station platforms, in every city), to give houses to the homeless.

India presented many similarities and contrasts with South Africa. The illiteracy, poverty
and squalid slums were distressingly familiar. Of outstanding interest were the contrasts.
We were for the first time in our lives in a democracy. The poorest peasant in the paddy field
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had the same status, rights and responsibilities in the e;es of the law as the men who sal in
f:ovcrnment over him. The superb newspapers were Ddian, the civil service, commerce,
mdustry, the professions, Parliament-all Indian. And Illough onc felt anger that in while
South Africa the Indians are the most despised and rejected armeD, onc could not but recall
with hope the great spirit who had suffered in the cause of justice and charity in his own land
and in ours.

Parliamentary Report
The No COlIfidenee Debate.

Mrs. Ballingcr used this occasion 10 do two things: first, to emphasize the cardinal points
of the Liberal approach to South African affairs, for the benefit of tllose on the Government
benches who continually and deliberately misrepresent it, and secondly to warn against the
consequences of the growing use of third degree melhods in the government of Ihis counlry.

She offered the Party's good wishes 10 the new Leader of the Opposition with ralher more
decoTllm than the Minister of Transporl who spoke before her, and made it plain that in its
opposition 10 the present oligarchy the U.P. could count on Liberal supporl. She set the
Pnme Minister's mind at ease by reassuring him that the U.P. leadership had so far made no
offers to form a united front against the Nationalists. "I thinl:: that is a pity myself, but it is
not an;thing like the pity it would be if the Leader of the Opposition were the least bit likely,
whic_h hope he is not, to accept the invitation of the Prime Minister which he has been rather
anxious to repeal in recent months, Ihat the two major parties should stand together so that
they might solve togelher the non·European problem in this country",

The Prime Minister, according to a repon in his Press, had described the Liberal Party
as' one "waann die nie-Blanke uiteindelik dIe politieke baas in Suid-Afnka sal wees". He had
also said that Liberals were committed to full and equal rights for all people in this counlry.
We are committed to full and equal rights for all people in this COUnlry. We are in fact com
mitted to the thesis that this is one state within which all sections must seck Iheir full citizen
ship ... ; and we make no bones about it ... But we have never said that it was our intention
that ultimately the Black race should be "baas" in this country. As a matter offact, that is not
the sort of language we would use in any case; we repudiate emphatically all questions of
baasskap al all. We are against White baasskap and we are against Black baasskap.

To iIIustrale her second point, Mrs. BaJlinger did not have to look further afield than
the actions of cabinet:tninisters themselves: dawn arrests, boycott-breaking and group areas
provided, if anything, too much material for comment. This sort of thing, she urged, is a
"spreading disease". '" regard it as my bounden duty as a responsible White person to voice
these views in .order to warn the Government of what it is doing and to give some little en
couragement to the non-European population by showing that there are still people in South
Africa who hope for a peaceful solution of our problems. . .. This Government is shoving
the country on to the rocks at an alarming pace. NOlhing on this earth will induce them to meet
responsible African opinion...." .

In the Senate on February 1st Senator Leslie Rubin moved: "That in the opinion of this
house-

A. The recent arrest of 156 South African citizens took place in a manner and under
circumstances which have given rise to widespread public concern in that-

(i) All the arrests took place in the early hours or the morning.
(ii) Some of the persons arrested were women who were separated from their young

children without being permitted to arrange for their proper care.
(iii) Some of the persons arrested were removed with great haste from their homes and

their work to another town, and
(iv) All the persons arrested were denied the normal opportunities. in accordance

with the accepted practice, for obtaining legal assistance and advice at the time
of their arrest.

B. There is, as a result, a grave risk that, in the absence of appropriate steps b).' the
Government, public confidence in the police and prose<:uting authorities WIll be
damaged, and

C. A full inquiry should therefore be undertaken into the manner and circumstances of
these arrests without delay."

Senator Rubin'S motion was boycotted by all but 15 Nationalists Senators, because of
certain remarks Senator Rubin had made about the police earlier in the week. The U.P.
decided to take 00 part in the debate. "The Party's attitude was to leave the matter in the hao~s
of the Government to see that law and order were maintained" said Senator J. M. Cooradle.


