
Sir,

LEITER TO THE EDITOR

r am writing in answer 10 your invitation 10 define my concept of the term .. Liberal"
as it applies to our Party.

The word .. liberal" comes from the Latin word .. liber "-free. and in its political
sense has been defined as .. advocating democratic reforms." It also means, inter alia
(according 10 the Oxford Dictionary) unprejudiced, open-minded.

Our South African society is built on the axiom of the white person's superiority.
Througb the logical and practical consequences of this assumption an economic condition
has been created in which the Non-European ipso facto fonn the Proletariat. The political
rights of Don-white people are virtually non-existent. Furthermo~nd Ihis is possibly
the most painful injustiee.---the human dignities and privileges are to a very great cxtent
denied to tbe Non.European.

For reasons historical, economical and-most importantly-ethical, we of the
Liberal Party of S.A. feel that democratic refonns must be brought to bear upon these con
ditions. We believe that if we can educate public opinion' away from the heavy and tragic
prejudices which imprison it now, if instead of having so many sharply defined sections of
our community, we have one common society-we shall become a much stronger and
more prosperous country.

As for the argument that the Non-European masses are too far behind our civilization
it is an accepted fact that security-emotional and practical-as well as a loving accep
tance of the pupil are an incompara6lybetter ground for education than an assumed superiority.

To conclude, I feel that our Liberalism stands for the right of all the peoples of this
country, and of course in a wider sense of the world, to be free to have ad the means whereby
each human being can develop to his own greatest fulfilment, thereby rendering the maximum
service to the community as a whole.

85 Ferguson Road, Durban.
Jenny Brookes (Mrs.) J. Brookes.

Further letters, defining " Liberal" as it may apply to our Party, are ;mdt.d.
-Editor

PARTY NEWS
NATIONAL AND CAPE

At its meeting in Cape Town at the end of January the National Executive Committee
confined itself largely to the discussion of questions of reorganisation. Mr. R. F. Spence
and Mrs. J. Boerne, who have served the Party so well as National Treasurer and National
Secretary respectively, have both been forced to resign from these positions. Mr. Spence
will be away from South Africa for most of the next 18 months and Mrs. Boeme will be leaving
for South West Africa in the near future. Both of them take with them the Party's best
wishes. Their loss, however, is a very serious one, especially as far as the National Office is
concerned. In the meantime arrangements have been made which will be reviewed at the
next Executive meeting, early in March.

At the March meeting the final recommendations of a number of Continuation Commis
sions, which have been busy on various policy statements since the National Congress, will
be considered by the Executive. The meeting will also provide Mrs. Ballinger and other
parliamentary representatives with an opportunity to report on developments during the
present session.

TRANSVAAL

The first Provincial Congress of the Liberal Party in the Transvaal will take place in
Johannesburg during the Easter Parliamentary recess. Senator and Mrs. Ballinger will
attend and it is hoped that other prominent members of the Party will be preseDt.

There has been a considerable expansion in membership in the Johannesburg area
during the last year, with the result tbat many branches have grown too large to be able fO



function efficiently. It has now been decided to divide some of the larger branches and,
from the seven existing branches. to create eleven or twelve which will be based on Parlia
mentary constituencies.

An extremely successful meeting of Party members and a number of non-member
Africans was held during January at the Party's Johannesburg Office. A number of new
members were enrolled at the meeting and it was agreed that such meetings should become
a regular feature of activities in Johannesburg. The success of the meeting was largely due
to the work of Mr. A. Mhlungu who was responsible for its organisation.

During March it is intended to hold a special Olive Schreiner Centenary meeting for the
benefil of members.

NATAL

The first public meeting of the Party in 1955 was held at Stanger on the afternoon of
Saturday, February 5th. In spite of the fact that the Province was in the middle of its recent
deluge the meeting was very well attended. There were about a hundred people present to
hear Alan Paton, Leo Kuper and Paw Phillips speak:. Of these the vast majority were
Indians but it was good to see a sprinkling of Africans and Europeans in the audience. The
speeches were followed by a number of questions and, judging by the distribution of member
ship forms which took place, it should be possible to establish a strong Branch in this area.
This will be done at a later meeting to be held during the coming month.

LffiERAL BALANCE SHEET
DEBIT CREDIT

I. Sir Harold MacMichael, one time
Governor of Tanganyika, has written to
The Times in support of the principle of
apartheid.

2. Representatives of the European Mine
workers' Union of Northern Rhodesia
and South Africa decided' in Salisbury that
any undue inroads by Africans into jobs
normally performed by Europeans on the
Northern Rhodesian Copperbelt would
be resisted to the utmost.

3. Mr. F. D. Conradie, chairman of the
Uitenhage Native Affairs Committee,
addressing the recent Advisory Boards
Congress. said tbat "in His wi~dom

God had seen fit not to endow all human
beings with the same talents. the same
privileges, the same potentialities or the
same opportunities." The Africans
should be prepared to make the best of
the opportunities that life did offer them
in the country today.

4. Speaking at the S.A.B.R.A. Conference,
Os. W. A. landman said he sometimes
wondered whether South Africa realised
how little time it had to get its affairs
right. The world was moving at a dis
turbing tempo. Sabra's ideal of terri
torial separation must be propagated as
much as possible.

I. The New York Times, commenting on
the visit of the U.S. Carrier" Midway" to
Cape Town and the discriminatory laws
laws which non-white sailors would meet,
said "South African law is one thing,
but elementary morality is another."

2. Commenting on the findings of the
Commission of Inquiry into separate
training facilities for Non-Europeans at
S.A. Universities, N.U.S.A.S. says that
the findings have clearly shown the im
practibility of University apartheid •• and
as such the report IS welcomed by
N.U.S.A.S."

3. Mr. L. H. samuels, senior lecturer in
Economics at the Witwatersrand Uni
versity, in an address to the Institute of
Race Relations, said •• The bulk of the
African and Coloured peoples are so
thoroughly incorporated 10 the industries
of the Union that to exclude them and
require them to live in certain areas
would produce a catastrophic fall in
living standards of all groups."

4. Speaking at the same meeting and re
ferring particularly to tbe reserves, Prof.
Hobart Houghton of Rhodes University
said, .. I would like to see tbe whore
pattern of segregation destroyed through
out the country because it inhibits the
economic development of all sections."
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