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THE NEW RESERVES
LIKE MORE FAMOUS MEN before him Senator de Klerk has become involved in
the intricate problems of establishing "reserves". But unlike Shepstone in Natal and the early
administrntors of the Ciskei and Transkei, whose reser..es ""'ere blocks oflllnd in which Africans
were to feel some security from the depredations of White adventurers. Senator hn de Klerk's
"nserves" arc to be areas ofemployment where Europeans are 10 feel secure from Ihechallenges
presenled by a rising tide of non-White skill and industry. We are told that one of the reasons
for the establishment of the older type of reserve was to preserve African tribal culture from
the too-sudden onslaughts of a dynamic new way of life and to prevent Africans being com
pletely driven from the land. We are told that onc reason for the new "reserves" is to protect
the White worker from the challenges which confront him from the integral ion of non-Whitc
particularly African-skilled and semi-skilled workers into the SOUlh African industrial system.
Wc arc told that one reason for the earlier reserves was to protect Africans from a threat they
could not meet. Senator de Klerk suggests to us that his reserves are designed to offer exactly
the same protection from a similar threat to While workers.

The vicious stratification of employment according to race. for which the Industrial Con
ciliation Act provides, was exposed by opposition members of all persuasions when the Bill
was before Parliament. The Bill had a singularly difficult and prolonged journey through the
Assembly. In response to this opposition the Nationalists threw in an unimportant amend
ment hen: and there and altered the principles and main pro\·isions of the Bill not a jot. They
armed themselves well. Now, with a General Election in tbe offing, they have fired the first
sah·o. They propose jo~reservation in the clothing industry.

Whether their barrage has gone off half-cod: remains to be seen. What is quite certain
is that they have managed to raise an uproar in a variety of circles whose interests onen
con.ll.iet. Both Trade Unions and employers have protested, and in some places done more
than protest. against the Minister's directivC'. White trade unions hne come: out in support
of non-White rights. Overseas labour may also be drawn into the whole SOil)' business,
certainly not to the GO\'C'mment's advantage.

These have been some of the more obvious, immediate reactions to jo~reservation. The
long-term threat contained in the Act is almost impossible to gauge. Although the Minister
seems to have retreated slightly in the faee of a wave of protest we do not for one moment
believe that he seriously admits any error. What the Prime Minister had to say recently at
Queenstown confirms us in our view. The cabinet will back Mr. de Klerk whatever follies he
indulges in. After all, they were warned of the possible eonsequences or the Act long before
it became law. They know that the Act provides specifically for the restriction of non-White
employment in industry. That is precisely what they wanted when they passed it. They will
not change it. The Minister may make a token retreat and not enforce the present reservation
at once. He may choose to leave the non-While workers of the clothing industry, with the
threal of dismissal at any moment hanging over their heads. He will use his power when he
calculates il will be most to his party's advantage.

We may look: rather cynically upon the Minister of Labour and his intentions. What
reason ha\'e we to look on him in any other way? His avo.....ed intention is to prote<:t the
White worker. He will nol act to prote<:t him if it is liable to lose him votes, as it might well
do today. He will take action when there is a threatened r~ssion in the industry whieh might



cost White workers their jobs. If he ean llssure their jobs it may well be thllt he will ensure
their votes at the SlIme time.

In the meantime the effect of this policy on industry and the non·White worker can well
be imagined. What .security wiJI there be for the industrialist? None at all. He may have to
face job-reservation and its consequent dislocation of his business al any moment. Already
overseas industries hesitate to establish factones iD the Union. How much more hesitant wiJI
they be now? They will go elsewhere.

There will be no such easy way out for the non·White worker. Whate\'er his talent and
his skill he can be faced with a blank wall of legislative prohibition at any point at which the
minister chooses to put it and al any time. The: past operation of the industrial colour bar in
South Africa has been bad enough. We are now seeing how much worse it may soon become.
Mr. de Klerk will enjoy the dubious right of being able to introduce determinations which will
make it possible for him to send a man. who has spent a lifetime improving his status and
competence in the job he has chosen, back to the job in which he started as a small boy.

Time has turned the old reseo'CS into a liability, in a modem agricultural community
geared to the demands of the times. Minister de Klerk is busy turning secondary industry,
perhaps the country's most worthwhile achievement in the last twenty years, into a rickety
structure which will be an object of ridicule to the rest of the industrial world. In doing so he
will set back industrial development drastically, store up for the future a fund of ill-will and
frustration terrifying to contemplate and, ironically enough, he may well throw out of their
jobs the very people he is trying to protect. If there are no factories it won't only be non
Europeans who will be looking for jobs.

Last month we said "In a crazy world the Nationalist Party stands out as a ridiculous
anachronism". How right we were!

The Johannsburg Municipal Elections
by Marioa FrkdmaDll

"A SAFE LIBERAL SEAT", remarked my spouse, "is a seat where • liberal doesn't
lose his deposit.l.' And even such seats are not common, it seemed, aOer an election where the
Liberal Party lost fh-e out of se\'en deposits, although one was lost by a minute martin in a
67-plus y. poll. Polls were prodigiously high all round.

What brought all these: people to the polls? Is it possible to deduce wh:lt the voters were
voting for-or against? In any situation abounding in variables like this one, one cannot
draw conelusions: one can only speculate and give expression to one's own experience. For
what they're worth. then, I'd like 10 ffi:lke some observations. I must emphasize that I am
expressing purely personal viewpoints.

In the first place I should like to s:ty that the atmosphere in which the elections took
place was that of a General Election. For this the Press, especially the morning Press, was
responsible. The large polls and the high V.P. vote resulted, I think, from two motives among
voters. The firsl was a desire to show the Nats. that Johannesburg is againstlhem by registering
a sort of vote of confidence in the largest Opposition group. The second motive was induced
in the e1ectorale directly by the Press which said in so many words: "If you vote for the
Liberals now, you will encourage them 10 fight more seats in the General Election and thus
hindcr the V.P.'s efforts to gct the Nats. out". My guess is that this was the "Iinc" most
effective against us. What I am of course saying is that the large vote for the U.P. was less a
vote against us than it was a vote against the Nats. The overwhelming majority of voters were
1/or expressing their views on the United Party's civie administration.

About 3,100 voters voted Liberal, I,BOO-plus of them voting in three wards. Were they
votingfor the Liberal Party programme or were they just disgruntled citizens? My view, and



it is based on the reception I got canvassing six times a week, is that a very large number of
them were voting for the Liberal Party's solution to national problems. I have canvassed in
every election the liberal Party has fought in the Transvaal since its inception and I really am
impressed with the increased sympathy for tbe liberal Party's case which the electorate now
shows. A high proportion of the electorate now accepts that there have to be major changes
in S.A.'s social, political and economic structure and, notwithstanding a really deep desire to
see the Nats. go, there is a fairly widespread acknowledgement that neither the V.P. nor the
Nat. party has any answer to S.A.'s real problems. This admission was made, I ought to add,
by many people who expressed their intention to vote U.P.: they would not abandon the U.P.
just before a General Election and many of them have not given up hope that the V.P. in
powe~ would embark on an extension of rights to non-Whites. ([ncidentally, the number of
V.P. supporters who don't know what the V.P. is offering-or, rather, not offering-the non
Whites is enormous!) Other people voted for us in the hope that there would be some opposi
tion in the City Council: whether these people stood firm against General Election fervour is
anybody's guess.

Lessons to be learnt? There are two, I think. One is that, even at present worker-strength,
the Transvaal should have fought four seats and not seven. We must canvass the whole ward,
not half or less than half as in this election. The other is more important. General Election
fever militated against us in October; by the time the real General Election comes along,
it will reach epidemic proportions and a large number of those who stood firm in October will
not be able to withstand its contagion. Reason and realism will be early victims in theepidemic.
The anti-Republican "referendum" virus ("vote V.P. to record opposition to a Republic")
will take its toll of our supporters too. It will not help us to point out that the Liberal Party,
unlike the U.P., is unequivocally opposed to Nat. ideology, chapter and ve~. Almost an
the anti-Nat. support going will go to the only party big enough to oust the Nats. even though
that Party has failed miserably to take either a morally worthwhile or a realistic stand on
S.A.'s problems.

One tbing I must concede to those whose assessment differs from mine: the General
Election-"slant" given to the municipal elections did not, on the figures in my ward at any rate,
seem to cause much "switching" of votes. At worst, it kept a small fraction of our supporters
away from the polls and brought those of our opponents there in full force.

I must add that I am not suggesting that prognostications, gloomy or otherwise, should
necessarily affect our decisions about General Election activities.

•
•

Blessings of Apartheid ...
•

By A. P. O'Dowd

No. 3

"LET ME JVST EXPLAIN TO YOU," said Jan. "Tbat house represents the whole
of my late father's savings. He paid eighteen hundred pounds for it before the war. It must
be worth at least three thousand today. And I've been relying on it all the time. My father
told me that I should get it, and that if I wanted to go overseas to specialise, that's where I'd
get the money from."

"Yes, I quite understand, Dr. Swart," said the estate agent, "but I've done my best. The
house is west of the railway line, and the draft Group Areas plan for Cape Town provides for
that whole area to become White. You can't expect any Coloured man to pay three thousand
for it. if he may lose it in a few years' time."

"Well, sell it to a White man then. I don't mind."
"Come, Doctor, you're being a little silly now. The whole street is Coloured-always

has been. You can't expect to sell to Whites until the Group Areas proclamations are through.
That is, assuming that the area does become White."

"But how long wiII it be before they make up their minds'?"
"Who can say'? I'd advise you to bang on for the present. After all, one can specialise

in this country now, can't oneT' "



lan smiled wanly. "Yes, if you'cc White."
"But surely-I didn't think there were any restrictions ..."
"Oh, there's no colour clause in tbe Medical Council regulations. But you see, the first

essential is to get a registrar's job in a teaching hospital, or something with similar scope.
And those jobs involve giving orders to White nurses, so they're not for the likes of me."

"I see. Well, as I said earlier, I've got an offer of a thousand. I'm afraid you'll have to
take it or leave it."

lan took the offer. le would mean coming back with nothing, but his wife was a qualified
teacher and they could always manage somehow. He completed his arrangements, booked his
passage, and applied for a passport. A mont!l went by without any word from the passport
office. His sailing date was coming near. He weD! in to the office to make enquiries.

"Your application has been referred to Pretoria," said the young woman in the office.
No, she could not say how soon there would be a decision.

lan postponed his booking. What could it possibly be? There was the time he had
addressed that student meeting, and there had been a detective sitting at the back. His wife
was a member of a rather left.wing teachers association. He could not think of anything else.
He went to see his former Professor, and the Professor wrote a testimonial for him, which he
sent with a letter to the Min.ister.

Another month went by, and he postponed his booking again. Finally, a letter arrived,
on Her Majesty's Service. It read:

"lan Swart,
Cape Town.

Greetings,
In reply to your letter of the 10th ultimo, I am directed by the Honourable

the Minister to inform you that the granting of passport facilities to you is not
deemed to be in the public interest. With regard to your request to be infonned of
any information against you which may be in the Minister's possession, I am directed
to inform you that tbis request cannot be acceded to.

Greetings,

A, van der Merwe,
Pril'ate Secretary.

"Oh, to be in England now ... "
THE OFFICIAL South African technique of walking out of or boycotting any discussion
of our affairs which is likely to be unfavourable to those currently responsible for their conduct
might well have wrecked the debate organised in London on 2nd November, 1957, by tbe
Committee on Science and Freedom together with tbe Association of University Teachers.

The Union's High Commissioner in Britain, Dr. l. E. Holloway, would have nothing to
do with it. The subject of the proposed debate being the Universities Apartheid Bill, Dr.
Holloway not unreasonably suspected that criticism of this piece of draft legislation would be
loud and strong. Lacking, one can only assume, any logical or ethically sound debating points
with which to counter such criticism Or. Holloway declined to play or to send any member of
his staff to do the job for him.

It was then that Professor L l. du Plessis of Potchefstroom University volunteered to go
to London and put the Government's case for the Bill. Well done, Professor I The organisers
of the debate were delighted and gladly found the money for the Professor's return air fare
and his London hotel accommodation.

According to Press reports which readers of Contact will have seen at the time, the Professor
confined himself largely to quoting his illustrious master, the Minister of Education. He would



not answer a number of questions put to him "by hon. members opposite". but be did-at
the very end-voice opinions which may safely be presumed 10 be his own. It is these which
merit a second look.

"If I were in England," the ProCessor is reported to have told this critical audience,
"or in America, I would be an integrationist. too."

"We do not," be said, "believe in the inferiority of any race."
"The Bantu, Indians and Coloured," he said, "would destroy our national character,"
Here are three significant pronouncements which reveal, probably in all innocence, that

not only the particular piece of dran legislation under discussion that evening, i.e. the Univer·
sities Apartheid Bill, but the Government's entire policy is onc based on/eaT, stark and naked
-though not unadorned. •

If he were in England, this sporting champion of a lost cause proclaimed (surely to the
astonishment of his own friends), he wouldn't mind integration in the least. ]n South Africa
he cannot contemplate it without cold shivers. What is it that makes the concept of integration
one thing when the integrating is to happen in Britain and quite another when it is to take place
(as eventually it will) in this country? The answer is "numbers". Overseas, the Professor and

• those who think like him would-they reckon-feel safe. At home they would be afraid.
They would be afraid of having their national character destroyed.
One is tempted to ask here "whose national character?" or "which national characterT'.

but rather than complicate the issue with awkward and provocative (though quite pertinent)
questions of this calibre let us point out that these greatly feared and fiercely resisted changes
are in reality processes of evolution affecting human societies in many parts of the world at this
very moment.

Professor du Plessis knows this. The Government which he went to Britain to defend
knows it. It is an established fact. "National character", the term used by Professor du Plessis
when he spoke in London, is not-or perhaps we should say is no longer-a mathematical
constant. It could be argued, of course, that it never was, and that the universities in Britain
and America which the Professor claimed "suit the national character" (of these countries)
would, in fact, be horrified to find themselves so impossibly restricted. What may be of
greater importance is that our debater's insistence on this motive for Mr. Viljoen's Bill strips
that Bill of its dummy trappings of sympathy, benevolence and nobility of purpose. There is
no longer any need to dwell on the academic aspect of the Bill. All that could possibly be
said or written about that has been given the widest publicity by the ablest and most competent
of advocates. It has been left to the Professor from Potchefstroom, batting on an "away"
ground, to admit that it is not academic considerations at all that we should look. for. It is
quite simply fear for the safety of "the national character".

When Professor du Plessis astonished his audience by stating that those he spoke for
"do not believe in the inferiority of any race", he said nothing that observers close to the
South African scene have not known for a long time. It all fits in. A government that did
believe in the inferiority of any race would not consider it necessary to have a University
Apartheid Bill, nor-for that matter-any of the other legislation designed to "develop the
Coloured people to self-determination in all respects .. _ successfully and democratically"
(to quote Professor du Plessis).

PARTY NEWS
NATIONAL AND TRANSVAAL

Arrangements for Congress are going ahead slowly. No final count of delegates is yet
available but it does seem that there will be good representation of all divisions. Delegates
are e:tpected to start arriving in Durban on the 12th or 13th December, in time for the National
Committee meeting on the Friday morning and the public meeting on the Friday night. Final
agendas for the Congress and for the National Committee meeting will have reached members
by the end of November. •

Patrick: Duncan will have spent a week late in November in Kimberley trying to establish



membership of the branch there on a sounder basis and endeavouring to draw more members
into the Party. We hope to be able to report some success in our next issue.

In the Transvaal the municipal elections took place on October 30th. We carry an article
elsewbere giving one candidate's personal impressions. Since polling day the emphasis has
been shifted from canvassing for VOles to canvassing for members and a large-scale recruiting
drive is being planned amongst tbe 3,000 odd people who voted for the Party. A general
meeting of members has also been arranged to discuss the National Congress and 10 elect
delegates and so on.

O.F.S. AND CAPE

The Annual General Meeting of tbe Free State Branch of the Party took place in Bloem
fontein on November 9th. A small number of members attended and Pete~ Brown came up
from Natal for tbe meeting. ,

Resolutions for the National Congress were discussed and protests were recorded against
the report of the Commission on Undesirable Publications, the refusal of passports and job
reservation as well as on the whole structure of the colour bar in South African society. The
question of the General Election was discussed and it was decided to recommend to the
National Commiuee that the Party should not oppose the United Party in the 1958 elections.

Office-bearers elttted for the coming year are: Chainnan, Canon F. Makhelha; Secre
tary, Mr. J. van Riet, with Mrs. P. Duncan as an additional member of the committee. The
Division hopes to send its full delegation to the National Congress.

The Cape Provincial Congress has also taken place during the last month and we hope
to carry a detailed report in our next issue.

NATAL

The fifth Provincial Congress of the Party in Natal took place in Pietermaritzburg on
November 1st and 2nd. For tbe first time the Congress was spread over two days. The public
opening took place in the Supper Room of the City Hall on the evening of Friday the first
and most of Saturday was spent in private session.

The public meeting. was attended by some two hundred people. There were two speakers,
Leo Kuper and Alan Paton, and, after they had given their addresses, three resolutions were
moved in public session. The first, moved by Alan Paton at the conclusion of his speech,
dealt with the threat to freedom of association which confronts all of us today. E. V. Mahomed
seconded and the resolution was passed unanimously. The second resolution, dealing with
the Group Areas Act, moved by Ken Hill and seconded by Cassim Bassa, also went through
without a dissenting vote. The third, relating to the Press, did not have such a happy fate.
Moved by Jordan Ngubane and seconded by Pat Poovalingam, it was eventually referred back
for re-drafting.

The first session on Saturday morning consisted of the Secretary and Treasurer's Annual
Report, discussion of plans for the coming year and a very full debate on the question of the
General Election. The secretary's report revealed a growth in membership, not as spectacular
as that of the last two years. but still a fairly satisfactory increase. The debate on tbe General
Election was only completed in the post-lunch session of Congress and it was eventually decided
by a substantial majority to recommend to the National Committee that the Party should
take part in the eltttion in Natal.

During the pre-lunch session, which was open to the Press and public, a number of
resolutions were passed. The most important dealt with "black-spot" removals and the
African women's campaign of protest against the~extension 10 them of the Pass Laws. The
first were deprecated, the second was supported. Important resolutions dealing with local
aspects of group areas plans. ethnic grouping and provincial matters were also passed.

After tea, matters of more particularly Party concern were on the agenda and Congress
wound up with the eltttion of Office-bearers. Those e1ttted for the coming year are: Chainnan,
Peter Brown; Vice-Chairmen, Jordan Ngubane and Richard Robinow; Secretary. Mrs.
June Somers; Treasurer, Miss Kathleen Holland.



In the evening a braaivleis was held at Mr. and Mrs. Peter Brown's home. As usual on
these occasions the mist came down and the heavens opened. A fair proportion of guests got
lost and a slightly smaller proportion got stuck in the mud. However, these adventures did
not seem to detract from people's enjoyment and a great deal of meat and currie was consumed
within a very short space of time.

SEBOKA SA MOKHATLO OA TOKOLOHO OA
SOUTH AFRICA BLOEMFONTEIN!

KA MOQERELO 9Pulungoana 1957 Karolo ea Orange Free Slate ea Mokhatlo oa Toko
loho oa South Africa e ile ea kopana Bloemfontein. Ho i1e ha buisanoa ka litaba tse Dgala
tse fapaneng, empa e kholohali eo e Deng e le eona hlooho le motheo oa litaba, e De e le ho
tiisa hape sepheo sa Mokhatlo, e leng ho hanyelSana le khethollo har'a sechaba ka mebala
ea sona.

Tse ling Isa litaba !seO seboka se ileng sa li ama e bile ho haDyetsa ho hang litholoana tsa
commission ea Cronje mabapi le libuka le mengolo eo ho Ihoeng e khope; sa boela sa hanana
le mokhoa oa 'Muso oa ho hanela ba leng khahlanong le oona ka mangolo a ba lumellang ho
etela mahatseng a mose le tse lingjoalo-joalo.

Qetellong ea scboka ho ile ha khethoa executive e neha.
Leha palo ea Mokhallo 'ona e e s'o be kbolo ha kalo mona Freistata ke ntbo e kholhatsang

haholo ho fumana hore mona Freistata e leng setsing habo ma·Nationalist ho na le banna le
basali ba batso le ba basoeu ba ikemiselilseng ho loanlsana ho hang le tsoble Ise senyanga
thatana har'a lichaba, baD morero oa bona e leng South Africa ke naha eo e leng ea baaki bohle
ba eona e: seng ea baitseng feela.

Ho da ba hotle hakakang mohla likhang likhethollo le tse joalo li felisitsoeng, mohla ho
seng ho sa thoe enoa ke Mosotho enoa ke Mo-Afrikaner, enoa ke Mo-English eropa ho thoe
bana bohle ke baahi ba South Africa 'me e mong le e mong a fuoa ka moo a nehiloeng ka
teng, a sebeletsa katleho ea South Africa.

UMBIKO NGOMHLANGANO WONYAKA WE NATAL
UMHLANGANO wesihlanu wonyaka wesigodi sase Natal ubuse Mgungundlovu ngo
November I no 2. Ubuqala ukuba uthathe izinsuku ezimbili. Uvulwe ngolwesiHlanu kusihlwa
eSuper Room kaThawiniholo ngomhla wokuqala enyangeni ka November, ku umhlangano
ka wonke wonke. NgoMgqibelo kwaba owamalunga odwa, wathatha lonke usuku.

Kumhlangano ka wonke-wonke kwakukhona abantu abangamakhulu amabili; Izi·
k.lmlumi zabambili oLeo Kuper no Alan Paton, okwathi ngemva kwezinkulumo ~bo.
kwaphakamiswa izinqumo kuwo lowomhlangano ka wonke-wonke. OsiphakamiWo60kbqala
esenziwa uAlan Paton khona nje ukuba aqede inkulumo yakhe saba ngddaba 'olusikaza°
ink'ululeko yokublangana phakathi kwezizwe. esase~elwa u E. V. Mahomed, samukelwa
ngokuzwana okuhle. Esesibili isiphakamiso esasingomthetho we Group Areai, esaphakamis
wa u Ken Hill sasekelwa u Cassim. Bassa, nase samukelwa ngaphimbq linye. Esesithathu
esasiphakanyiswe u Jordaan Ngubane sase kelwa u Pat Poovalingam, esasimalunga
namaphephandaba, kasibanga nayo impumelelo enhle, kwafuneka kesiyohlelwa ngokunye.

NgoMgquibela isigaba sokuqala kwangena umbiko kaMbhali nosiKhwama, nokuxoxa
ngamacebo amalunguselelo onyaka ozay~angodaba lokhetho Iwaamlunga ePhalamende.
Umbiko wombali wabonisa wabonisa ukwanda kwamalunga, noma kambe kungabanga
ngangokwanda kwawo eminyakeni emibili eyedlule, noko kwaba ukwanda okwenelisayo.
Ingxoxo yokhetho lwamalunga ePhalamende yabankulu yaze yaphela ngemuva kwamadina.
Isiphetho sayo kwaba ukuba kunqunywe ukuba kucelwe iSigungu soMgWamanda ukuba
silungisele ukulungena lolukhetho lapha eNataJ.

Ngesikhathi amadina engakashayi sabakhona isitbuba somhlangano ka wonke-wonke



lapho kwavunyelwa intatheli zamaphephandaba ukuba zingene. Kwakhiwa iziphakamiso
ezphumeleliswa lapho. Esikhulu kakhulu kwaba esiphathelene kuleundawo okuthiwa ama
pulazi abantu asc:zindaweni zabelungu kanye nempi yepasieliwa abesifazane osekuthiwa naOO
rnabathwale ipasi. Umhlangaoo kawuzwananga nokugudlulwa kwabantu ezindaweni zaOO
ngebhaxa lokuba kuthiwa ziphakathi kwezindawo zabelungu: ngamandla impi eliwa abesi·
fazane yepassi. Kwapunyeleliswa futhi izinqumo ezibalulekile ezimalungana nokusebenza
kwe Group Areas kwezinye izindawo. nokwehlukaniswa kwabantu ngobuzwe babe kanye
nerinye eripbatbelele kulesigodi saseNatal.

Ngemva kwekhefu kwaxoxwa ngerindaba ze~andla kwase kuqedelwa ngokhetho Iwaba-
Holi olwaphuma kanje: '

USIHLALO: Peter Brown,
lSEKELA LAKHE : Jordan Ngubane no

Richard Robinow,
UMBHALI: Mrs. June Sorners,
USIKHWAMA: Miss Kathleen Holland.

Kusihlwa umhlangano wase uya emrini kaMnu. no Nonkosikari Peter Brown ukuyokosa
inyama nokudla izitshulu. Ngenxa yemvula namafu, amanye amanxusa alahleka, amanye
abhajwa endleleni, kanli konke loko akubupbazamisanga ubumnandi OOkubungazana.

CORRESPONDENCE . ..
St. Philips Mission,
GRAHAMSTOWN.

The Editor,
Contact.
Sir,

Land legislation affecting non-Europeans, especially Africans, is a process of gradual
economic strangulation of the majority of the inhabitants of Ihis land.

By the time the ruling minority has leaned to love the ruled majority, by force of aulhority,
will have learned to hate. This land legislation, which has had the effect of rendering money
almost worthless 10 the; non-Whites, is a vicious process which no democratic country in the
world of God has put on her statute books to discriminate against some of her inhabitants.

We liberals, in our struggle for complete human equality, must be thoroughly well-read
in the evil Acts affecting people of colour. White prosperity rests on cheap black labour.
If the people 01 colour are not to enjoy the fruit of their sweat it is quite useless to frighten
them with talk of Communism, unless something better than what Communism offers on the
question of colour is put forward at once. People do not care for theories but for practice.
The practical side of the question, not its doctrine, is the basic faith of the African way of life.

Non-Whites have no security on the land-the lifeline of any people. Liberals and all
democrats must leave no stone untumed to remedy this position before it is too late.

It seems to me that most of us Liberals are ignorant of the dangers which confront us q
the result of South Africa's worship of colour. This is a clarion call 10 all Liberals. The whole
world is up against the colour discrimination which is the creed of South Africa. East and
West is against it. Here is my question. Do we prefer extinction at the altar of the god of
Colour Discrimination or do we prefer life and happiness at the altar of the God of Mankind 1

Your!! faithfully,

(Rev.) J. 1. Skomolo.

Liberal Party addresses in some of the targer cmtra lire: 47 Parliament Street, Cape Town; 268 Long
market Street, Pictermaritrourg; 25 Plowrighl Buildings, Plowright Lane, Durban: «8 Highcourt Buildings
cor. FOll and Joubert Slreets, Johannesburg; c/o Mr. Frank Green, 5 Ridgevale, Pcrridgevale, Port

Elizabeth; c/o Mrs. S. Slakemire, 21 Princes Road, East London; P.O. Soll 77, Maseru, Basutoland.
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