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LCOPYRIGHT SECTl
STANDARDS OF ·"VALUE·····················

PEOPLE often sneer at the Liberal Part)' because it claims to be a party of principles.
Nevertheless, that is what it is. Its princIples arc laid down in black and white, they arc a
compass in what can only be described as dangerous seas.

Meanwhile in the last eidlt years, principles, and especially moral principles, have suffered
serious erosion in South Atrica. This largely due to the fact that the NatIOnalists uphold a
face morality, not an absolute morality. There is only one way to resist this erosion, and that
is to reject race morality absolutely.

That is why many of the opponents of the Government fail to opP.,Ose; tbey do not reject
race morality absolutely. They think the Group Areas Act is good, If only it can be applied
justly; they think University Apartheid is good, if only Ihe various tribal universities are
equal to one another; they think it reasonable 10 give greater power to Location superinten
dents. so long as they do nol abuse it.

The plain truth is that moral values have changed radicallr in Ihe last eight years. Each
and every one of them has losl its old validity. There are globa as well as local causes of this,
but we are concerned wilh those that are peculiar to us. What has happened to us is that the
values, after centuries of absolute rule, have today only secondary validity. They are valid
only in so far as they can be fitted into a race morality.

Whelher a man is dying by the roadside is no longer an all im~rtant fact; a prime con
sideration is whether the ambulance that rushes to his assistance IS intended to carry people
of his race. The ambulance may be scnt back even though the man may die.

Whether a child's life may be ruined by expulsion from a school is no longer important;
what is important is that his race should be forever determined.

Such cases could be many times multiplied. There is one feature common to all. In all
of them the life, liberty and happiness of the individual person has taken second place to some·
thing else. The greatest of democratic values is under relentless attack.

ln sucb times of erosion some people lose their heads. Whether they know it or not,
their standards of value change. Sometimes they do Irnow it; they change because it is easier
to do so. Sometimes they do not know it, haVIng been deceived, even self-deceived, by fear.

There is no doubt that the Government's arrest of 140 South Africans on charges of high
treason has further spread fear among certain sections of its opponents. The word "treason"
terrifies them, but "treason" at this point is not the operative word. What we need to remem
ber is that here are 140 persons who are r,resumed innocent until they are found guilty; who
should be defended by the best talent avai able so that justice may be done; whose dependants
need assistance and care.

No person who is devoted to Liberal principles would desire anything less than Ihat these
values should be uf.held. To neglect to uphold them out of self·interest or fear, is to strengthen
still further the ho d of a vicious morality on our country. There arc times when one must be
ready to stand up and be seen; such are the times we are living in now.

He. who will not strike a blow for the rights of others, no matter who they are, will soon
lose his own. And what is more, he will lose the very taste for being free.



The Knock on the Door •In the Night

A T the time ofwriling over 140 people have been arrested on charges of treason. By now
the number may be considerably more. Many of these people were known to members
of the Party, many of them belonged 10 organisations with which the Party has worked

closely during the last year. The manner of the arrests was familiar.

The matter is before the courts and discussion about what has happened must be limited.
But while we may not be able 10 say all that we would like 10 about wliat is happening at the
moment Ihat is no reason why we should not be doing a great deal of thinking and talking
about what has 10 be done in the future.

With the removal from !:'ublic life, even ifonly temporarily, of a large pan of the leadership
of non-white political organisations and of many people who have been outspoken opponents
of the Government, the responsibility which devolves upon the Liberal Party is tremendous.
More and more will the Party be caned upon to be aellve and outspoken in order to fill the
gap left by those who can no longer act and who may no longer speak. More and more will
the Party have to call upon its members to work harder and longer in ordr-r to ensure that the
ideas in which we believe are consistently and effectively advocated. More and more does it
become of the greatest importance that we should stand uncompromisin~y and steadfastly
where we have decided to take up our stand. There can be no retreat. All there can be is more
and more hard work.

We do not believe that members of the Liberal Party will shy away from the work or from
the risks involved. For let no one deceive himself that there are no risks involved in member
ship of the Party. There are, and they will increase as time goes by. It is futile to pretend that
the road to the Common Society involves an easy placid stroll. Nothing could be more wrong.
The road which lies ahead is hard, rough and extremely dangerous. Let us hope that we are
all ready for it.

WE BUILD TOGETHER . ..

WAR''ON THE COLOUR BAR
by Jordan K. Ngubane

I N a recent issue of Drum somebody described Or. Wilson Conco, a senior Congress leader
in Natal, as reserving for the Liberal Party's pacifism the same degree of venom which he
has for the advocates of violence. I was surprised by the reference to pacifism because I

do not know that we are a pacifist party. But there was an important moral here. The fact
that a responsible magazine like Drum could publish a statement of such obvious inaccuracy
against a responsible political party merely showed that people have very wrong notions of
what the Party stands for.

To call a man a Liberal, in the African community, is certainly not to pay him a com
pliment. This is very largely because the record of people who called themselves liberals in
the past tends to confirm African suspicions that very many of them were conscious or un·
conscious agents of the race oppressor.

We, who call ourselves Liberals today, are heirs to this unfortunate reputation. To live
it down we need to publicise what we really are-uncompromising enemies of the Colour Bar.
To do that successfully we need, first, to state our ideals 10 the clearest manner possible. After
that we need to give to Liberalism a meaning which wiIJ have practical validity in the day-ta-day
life of the humblest non-European. I cannot think of a more effective or mote convincing way
to start doing this than by declaring open warfare against the Colour Bar in every walk of the
nation's life and carrying on this fight with a single-mindedness of purpose which South Africa
has yet to see from tht' anti-apartheid side.

Such a campaign, sponsored by the Party. would also be an important contribution towards
the creation of the atmosphere ID which the united front proposed by the Bloemfontein
conference of African leaders would be set in motion with the mimmum ofdiffieulty. It would



have another advantage. It would throw into convincingly bold relief the real difference be
tween our philosophy of life and that of apartheid.

A careful study of the Afrikaans and English press, among other media, leads onc to the
conclusion that very many people on the White side of the colour line are vaguely aware of the
real injustices of race discrimination. Now and lhcn a race riot shocks them into realising
that something has gone wrong somewhcre-pr«isely where, very many of them cannot tell.

Most of these people are excellent human material and wonderful men and women to
know. They must be persuaded 10 think. critically and then constructively on the evils of our
time. To challenge tlie Colour Bar in a concerted, national campaign would sharpen the
contrast between Lberalism and Apartheid and in that way force some of the people to answer
a few of the questions which now and then enter their mmds in a vague way and which they
dismiss equally vaguely.

One of the most important functions of the Liberal Party is to get people to think con
structively on and to infuse realism into national discussions of the race problem.

One point must be made clear: It must not be assumed from the above that race prejudice
is'somethlOg to which only the White skin is susceptible. You find it in greater or lesser degrees
among the African, Indian and Coloured communities. In waging war against it we would
have to fight it with equal determination on both sides of the colour line.

Talk of a campaign in this counlry immediately conjures up pictures of masses of men
marching in processions, police squadrons and the Suppression of Communism Act. These
do not enter the picture here. Race prejudice has its roots deep in the minds ofmen. We should
direct our attacks there. The real 6ght then, is not for the way men do things; it is for their
minds. We have set ourselves the goal of changing the way men think on the race problem.

We can do that by ad0r.ting slogans which attack the Colour Bar or discredit it or ridicule
it in the minds of reasonab e people. We can do other things. We can put up notices on our
gates sayin~ There is 1/0 Colour Bar Here. We can even persuade store~eepers t0J'ut up sign
boards saYlOg there is no Colour Bar in their establishments and we could teU a people dis
criminated against for their race or colour to go to stores with the sign, There is no Colour Bar
Here.

This opens up tremendous possibilities. You could start with one store in one town and
go on to the next until, perhaps, balfthe stores were against the Colour Bar. Turnover has the
same meaning to a businessman whether he is for the Colour Bar or against it. With people
beginning to &oYCOll the Colour Bar stores, South Africa would realise that Liberalism means
business when it says it wants a common society.

I said that the idea opens up tremendous possibilities. Indeed, it does. Without breaking
any law; without inconveniencing anybody, to start with, we would soon find ourselves wen
on the way towards launching one of the most effective boycott movements this country bas
seen. Without exposing the under-privileged to additional police pressure we would get the
No Colour Bar stores to indicate their moral support for the victims of race prejudice.

Race prejudice remains entrenched in our national life and injustice is perpetrated against
millions because the Colour Bar is not challenged openly with enough determination. Can
we not set ourselves the goal of launching the campaign against the Colour Bar as one of our
targets for the coming year?

THE DRUMMERS

A "DRUMMER"-in North American parlance-is a travelling salesman. Someone who
goes from place to place trying to "sell" something to as many people as possible. There
are many drummers on the road, everywhere, an the time, and unless the wares they

olTer are new, attractive, well-made, reliable and not too expenSive the drummer doesn't do
well. Competition is keen.

Two members of the species, political drummers, have lately been "doing" Natal. Both
offered "the latest", "something new" and "the only answer". Both addressed themselves
exclusively to the European section, speaking-as one African journalist puts it-onIy to
White men. The twO travelling salesmen did not call on Indian or African customers because
there is no political purchasing power tbere--or so the drummers th.01)ght.



First, there was Dr. Tromp, the Pretoria professor, with his Central Party model. He sold
this to quite a few people. Dr. Tramp-with fine simplicity-reduced his sales points to no
morc than two claims, to wit: Teach the non-Europeans birth conlrol and dangle the promise
of an ultimate republic before both European sections.

Period. Thai is the Dr. Tramp Panacea. The device [0 save South Africa. Nocomplicated
mechanism. No moving paris. No thought expenditure required.

Reduce the birthrate of the non-Whites. Restore manageable proportions to the numerical
relationship between Herrenvolk minority and-lO quote the Professor's own recorded ex
pression-the majority of "poor Barbarians".

Allhough experienced drummers are careful not to make disparaging remarks about
rival brands. Dr. Tromp-who is not an experienced salesman-did so. He Uf$ed the customers
to get rid of "the Party in power". Why? Because (he said) that Party is domg too much for
the non-Whites. And he proved it, with wall charts and diagrams and plenty of statistics. He
proved to his customers that, unless Dr. Tromp's political contraceptive becomes standard
equipment of very non-White household in the Union, there is grave danger that the people
who compose these households up-lifted, "evolved" and educated by the bounty of "the
Party in power" will one day turn in the manner of the well-known worm, and upset everything.

Although, as we stated above, no approach was made to non-White prospects, the
Professor, mindful of many customers' concern for their poor barbarian friends, offered
uns~ified and undated political bonus to Indians and Bantu alike, a sbare in government,
political responsibility, full professional opportunities-the lot, if only they would keep the
number of their families down. Down to what? The drummer didn't say.

His second sales point, if you can call it that, was the promise of a republic. Neither space,
nor the available time, nor the pressure of more serious problems permits ofa discussion of this
No. 2 prong of the Tromp fork, but it is obviously not a strong one. It is not the form but the
contents that matter when it comes to new political devices. Not the picture on the package,
but the goods inside it.

Professor Tromp was followed-only a week or so ago-by Mr. Bailey Bekker, M.P., the
super-salesman of the political Dinky toy known as tbe Conservative Party. A drummer of
vast experience, with a fine flow of persuasive talk, a resonant voice, a vast vocabulary, im
pressive physique and what is known as "the full bag of tricks", this seasoned traveller last
week. moved in the Durban Parliament "that this House endorses a New Deal for South
Africa". Well, who woi:lldn't?

When, after some 20 minutes of stirring, but totally irrelevant, talk the shape of this new
deal had failed to emerge, Mr. Bckker was pressed to open his sample case, as it were, and let
Hon. Members 'have a look at the thing.

This is what they were shown: The Baily Bckker Three-Point Cure-All consistin~ of
(I) Unity among the two main European sections; (2) Refusal to waste time over the repubhcan
question (see above) ; and (3) A humane approach to the non-White sections.

The Leader of the Opposition, when his turn came, pointed out that (I) was not "new";
(2) was not a "deal", and that the term "humane" used in (3) somehow or other reminded him
at once of the abattoirs.

Drummers, of necessity, are people of resilience. They can take it. Nothing that you
say to them hurts, or makes them think, or pause. They are there to sell something. Ethics,
logic, common sense, concern for the futuro, Justice, reason, fair play-none of these come into
it. They come into the patter, of course-but they are not for one mstant allowed to interfere
with the sales appeal proper. And what is the sales appeal proper? None other than our old
stand·by FEAR, which has done so much in the past for the proprietors of other patent
medicines.

Outside of politics, the existence of vast markets on both sides of the colour bar cannot be
ignored, but the political salesmen of the day-with the notable exception of those travelling
for the Liberal Party-profess utter astonishment when it is pointed out to them that the one
valid test of any new-or allegedly new political programme for this country is its attitude to
racial discrimination, its attitude to colour. Unless that attitude differs radically from that of
"the Part)' in power"-or from the varying attitudes of those who profess to oppose that Party
-it is neIther new nor a programme. .

That is the ODe Yillid test.



The trade names under which the drummers sell (or "shoot") their lines may differ.
Substantially, all these models-again exceptin~ the Liberal Party-are the same. Not one
would pass the test, the only valid lest, for politIcal advance in South Africa.

The market, then, is still "wide open".
One day, acumen, "savvy" vision and common sense will reward those who-unlike the

political drummers of the day-believe their eyes when their eyes tell them that the South
African consumer market, fOr politics as much as for pots, pans or plastic toys, is an indMsab/e
markel. .

Wilh Qckf/Owledgemenrs to "Indian Views".

HERE and THERE ..

The Pietermaritzburg Arrests
by Chnt. Gesa

TH E participation of Violaine JUDod and six other European Liberals in the Pietermariu
burg prolest against passes for African women and their subsequent arrest with over 600
other women is one of the most important events affecting the Party in Natal. The effe<:t

on non-Europeans could wilhout exaggeration be described as sensational. These people have
demonstrated that not only are members of the Liberal Party prepared to denounce discrimina·
tory legislation, and to snare platfonns with non-European political organisations, but that
some of them are prepared to Join forces in protest with those directly affected. Even if, as in
this case, such partiCipation results in inconvenience and danger of arrest.

These people have not only given themselves personal satisfactiou (which was probably
intended), but lIave done the Party no end of good. Talk among non-Europeans has been
mainly of Miss Junod, though she was only one of 623. Which of course is a tribute to her
personally but also, we can 6e sure, of tremendous publicity value to the Party.

A Lesson for South Africa
Events in Hungary have been in the headlines. World reaction 10 Soviet action there has

been one of concern and sympathy for the Hungarians. But it is noteworthy, and not a little
disturbing, that the average non-European in Durban has been quite unconcerned over the
plight of the Hun~arians. In contrast there was tremendous interest in Egypt: street-corner
anil bus conversatIon, for a time, was on little else but the invasion of Egypt. The question
arises-why apathy over Hungary and anger over Egypt?

The reasons for this attitude probably are:
(a) The South African government has condemned Russia. It couldn't possibly be right.

Therefore Russia could not be wrong.
(b) Russia is a Communist state. Communists have shown that whatever their faults,

they are against colour discrimination. Anyone who is against the Colour Bar is a friend of
the non-European. Therefore Russia could not be wrong.

(c) Britain and France attacked a non-European State. They are among the loudest in
protesting against Russian intervention in Hungary. But they have not been noted for cham
pioning the cause of non·Whites in the Union. Therefore they must be wrong. (The role of
the United States is lost sight of.)

(cl) Almost all of the most respected non-European political leaders in the Union have
been banned or listed under the Suppression of Communism Act. If the Government says they
are Communists,then Communism cannot be such a bad thing. So why attack Russia?

This reasoning of mine may be an over-simplification, but I do nOI think so. That is why
it is so worrying.



PARTY NEWS
NATIONAL AND CAPE

Last month brief mention was made of the visit paid by Alao Patan, Patrick DUDcan and
Peter Brown to Cape Town. This month we can give morc detail.

The public meeting, which was addressed by Messrs. Paton, Duncan and Molteno was
beller-attended than any meeting of this sort held in Cape Town recently. Some 400 people
were there and gave the speakers a very good hearing. There was also a long period of question
and answer after the meeting. PublicIty was good, especially in the Burger which has carried
a series of vicious attacks on the Party ever since! The visllors had talks with the Provincial
Committee and with as many members as they could meet. In addition, meetings were held
with non-members and (mosl important) an extremely enjoyable cocktail party was held by
Leslie Rubin.

The occasion was also used to make preliminary arrangements for Conpess. These are
virtually the same as mentioned in last month's COn/act-·National Committee meeting on
Friday 11th, Public Opening that night and then private se~lion throughout Saturday and
Sunday. Resolutions, or most of them, have been sent to all delegates and the Agenda for
both National Committee Meeting and Congress is almost ready.

The national statement on the mass arrests, issued at the time they took place, is repro
duced in Zulu in this issue.

NATAL AND TRANSVAAL
The Natal Division usually lapses into a slump between its Congress and Christmas but

that has not been the case this year. During the month a public meeting was held at Stanger
and was addressed by Ronald Morris. As usual in Stanger, the allendance was very good.
Then there was a public meeting in Verulam. Speakers were Alan Paton, John Didcott and
E. V. Mahomed. This was the Party's first attempt at an open-air meeting. It poured with rain.
Net result, an adjournment to a small room, disappearance of most of the expected audience
and disappointment for the organisers. But there is plenty of potential support in Verulam
and we Will return there in the New Year. Towards thc cnd orthe month the Kloof Branch
held its first house-meeting since it was fonnally established. The meeting was held at the
Patons' and was a great success, from all accounts. Speakers were E. V. Mahomed, Mlahleni
Njisane and Alan Paton. Since this meeting the membership of the Branch, only established
two months ago, has ris6n to some SO members.

The annual Christmas Gin Stall was held in Pietermaritzbuq~ over the last week-end of
November. £SO was taken on the day and a further £20 to £30 stili has to be collected. This
was a very gratifying result and our thanks go to all those who contributed so freely.

The Party's representatives on the Group Areas Vigilance Committee are being kept busy
and will no doubt be kept even more so in view of recent developments. Members have also
been active in helping to organise and in speaking at meetings held subsequent to tbe treason
arrests.

In the Transvaal the Provincial Congress has been followed by further efforts to clear up
outstanding subscriptions. These have been quite successful. The campaign against the
Group Areas Act is ~therjng momentum and various methods of fighting the Act have been
explored in conjuncllOn with the Transvaal Indian Congress.

LITABA TSE TSOANG O.F.S.
Hona le Isoclopcle e ncha sebakeng sa IcfalSe la batho ha balSO la Herschel. Ka Iilemo

lse tclele huku ena e 'nycnyane ea sebaka sa Ciskei ha ea ba le tsitsinyeho ea letho ea lipolitiki.
Baahi ba eona. bao boholo eleng Basotho le Bathepu, ba iphelela ka bopheJo bo khutsitseng
hole-hole le lerata la metse e meholo ea litoropo.

Empa kajcno hona le sehlopha se senyanyane sa batho ba bolokolohi (Liberals) hona teng.
Ba 16 ba keneng mokhatJong feha ho eso ho be le phutheho ea batho e ileng ea etsoa teng.
Ba kene mokhatlong ka baka la cheseho ea Moruti J. J. Skomolo. Bakeng sa tsebetso ea
tlhopho ea Mokhatlo ba abetsoe ho ocla lekaleng la 81ocmfontein sehlopheng sa Free State
kaha ba le hole le tulo tse seng li ntse li sebetsa tsa Mokhatlo.

Haufi morero kc ho etsa phutheho. Etla lokera ho etsoa ka hloko. Empa hoD re seng
re ho bone ho bontsa hore mokhatlo oa rona 0 nkile molaelsa 0 sebetsang oa tokoloho ho 0
hasanya ka hare ho mafatse a batho ba batso, joaJeka ha 0 tesa joalo le metseng e meholo.



INCWADI ETHUNYELWE EMAPHEPHENI YEBANDLA LENHLALA-liIfi..E
LASE SOlITH AFRICA

Ukubanjwa kwabantu base South Africa abangama 140 ngecala lokuvukela umbuso.
ineogi labo ku ngabaholi abaziwayo bezinhlangano czinkulu zalefizwe, iBandla lenhlalakahle
lasc South Africa liyakusola lcakhulu.

Kuyisifiso saleliBandla ukuba abantu base South Africa bangangenwa itwetwe n~enxa

yaJesehlo. futhi bangakhohlaniseki ngokungathi kungathi urna benqaba ukuthobela Isimo
esingafaneJe esithwelwe ubandlululo baveJelwe ingozi.

Ngaloko iBandla Jeli lixwayisa bonke abamhlophe base South Africa ukuba kufanele
balwe nakho konke okuqonde uJrulimaza inkululeko yabantu, nokuba baqonde ukuthi alikho
izwe elingaba nempatho-enhle nenkululeko urna kungekona okwabo bonke ahantu balD.

Uma abamhlophe balelizwe lase South Africa bengenako ukuvikela izimfanelo lezo bona
uqobo lwabo abazikhonzile lorika ilanga abolahlekelwa yizo.

lbandla ligcizelela enkolweni yalo yokuhlanganyela kwazozonke izizwe izimfanclo nama
lungclo empilo kulelizwe lapho ubandlululo koba yinlo elinyala efana nokuvukela umbuso.

LIBERAL PARTY BALANCE SHEET
DEBIT

I. Apartheid was applied to the renewal of
taxi licences in Durban recently. This
principle does away wilh licences for
carrying both European and non-Euro
pean passengers.

2. School officials at Clinton (Tennessee)
have asked the U.S. Attorney-General to
help stamp out organised "race-bailing"
if they are nOI 10 have to close tbe local
school.

3. It is rumoured that the racecourses al
Milnerton, Kenilworth and Durbanville,
in the Western Province, will soon have to
comply with the government's apartheid
policy and provide separate enclosures
for all racial groups.

CREDIT
I. A deputalion of executive members of the

Road Passenger Transport Association
has mel the National Transport Com
mission and asked it to stay Its hand in
rigidly applying apartheid to major
transport services in South Africa.

2. The lrincipal of Natal Universily has
state that at the next graduation cere
mony, in March, compufsory segregation
will be dropped.

J. The first African Bishop of Ihe Catholic
Church in the Belgian Congo has been
installed at Lcopoldville.

liberal Party addresses in the larger CCIllres are: 47 Parliament Street, Cape Town; 240
Church Street, Pietermaritzburgj 25 Plowright Buildings, Plowright Lane, Durban; clo
Mrs. S. Slakemire, 21 Princess Road, East London; 69 New Kcmpsey Buildings, Fox and

Joubert Streets, Johannesburg.


