
Mrs. BALLINGER'S RESIGNATION

MRS. BALLlNGER'S resignation from the leadership of the Liberal Party
has come as a great blow. But to say that her decision was unexpected
would be untrue.

For some time Mrs. Rallioger has fell that it was no longer possible for her
to continue to carry the dual burden of her responsibilities as a representative of
African voters and those which her position as leader of the Liberal Party eotailed.
Her burden was undoubtedly made greater by the Party's inability, for financial
reasons. to provide its leadership with the organisational support which it was
entitled 10 expect. As a result. as leader of the Party. Mrs. Ballinger found herself
involved in additional responsibility and worry which should never have been
hers. She has carried aU this nobly for two and a half years. even at considerable
cost to her own health.

The first two and a half years of the Liberal Pany's life have not been easy
ones. It was not to be expected that they would be. The early days of a new
organisation are bound to be difficult. Ordinary members of the Party will probably
never know all that Mrs. BaHinger has done during this time. But those who
have worked with her wiIJ. and they will have learnt to appredate the great value
of her practical experience and good-sense.

As leader of the Party Mrs. Ballinger will be greatly missed. It is good 10
know Ihat she will still be with us as a member, as a counsellor and as a friend.

PARTY NEWS
NATIONAL AND CAPE

The National Committee will be meeting in Cape Town on January 14tb. In
addition to routine matters for discussion the Agenda will include the questions
of the Party's Agricultural policy. a Constitutional policy, and that of the appoint
ment of a new leader in Mrs. Ballinger's place.

The Cape Provincial Congress will be held over the same week-end as the
Nalional Committee meeting. It will commence with a public meeting which will
probably be held in the Banqueting Hall of the Cape Town City Hall on the night
of January 13th. On December 23rd a Christmas Dance will be held in Cape Town
10 raise wnds. It is hoped to sell something in the region of 1.000 tickets.

The first printing of the Handbook has already sold out and a further issue
has been ordered ~nd should soon be available.

The second meeting of the Eastern Province Regional Association of the
Party took place at Grahamstown on November 27th. Members from Port Elizabeth.
East London. Grahamstown. Alice and Kingwilliamstown attended. These meetings
arc held occasionally to afford members of the region an opportunity to meet one
another and to discuss matters of common interest. On this occasion the meeting
was also held to enable members to discuss and finalise resolutions for the Cape
Provincial Congress. The chairmanship and secretaryship of the Association rotate
amongst branches and at this meeting. Mr. Stuan. of the Alice Branch was elected
as chairman in succession to Mr. David Lang of Port Elizabeth.

TRANSVAAL
After a lull in activity while many members were working for Dr. Friedmann.

the Party has resumed work with the greatest vigour and the last sill weeks have
been some of the most active and profitable in the history of the Division.

Here are some of the lhings which have been done. Two successful and
widely-publicised meetings have been held in collaboration with other organisations
to prolest against the police raids. A successful members' meeting was held.
despite the fact that bad weather kept a number of people away. Three hundred
pounds has been raised in donations from sources outside the Party_ Four well
allended house-meetings have been held. and a number of new members enrolled
as a result. A new branch of the Party has also been started in Kimberley. Finally.


