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PARTY NEWS
NATIONAL AND CAPE

Two statements were issued by the National Chairman during the month. The first was
a protest against the refusal to register Adams CoUege as a private school. The second pro
tested against the threat of Mr. de Klerk to ban people from the Union Buildings and ofDr.
Verwoero to take suitableaetion against the African National Congress "when the time comes."

In the Western Cape the Provincial Division has formally associated itself with the Group
Areas Co-ordinating Committee which has been set up primarily to £fotect the interests of the
Non-European community during Group Areas investigations. n the Eastern Cape the
Grahamstown Branch has been actively recruiting members, largely due to the efforts of its
secretary, Miss E. M. Thompson. East London has had a visit from Senator Les1ie Rubin
who addressed two meetings, one a report-back meeting to his constituents, the other a Branch
meetin.s. to which the public was invited. In the same town members of the Party have lead the
camp8lgn against the application of the new Urban Areas Amendment Act and are agitating
for a meeting to be called by the City Council at which citizens wiU call upon the municipality
not to use the powers of banishment given to it under the Act.

TRANSVAAL
The Transvaal Division has been particularly active in municipal matters during the month.

As a result of agitation led by the Party and supported by other organisations in Johannesburg.
plans to introduce regulations restricting meetmgs of Africans in the City have not been prom
ulgated by the Council. It is hoped that these regulations will eventually be rescinded. The
Committee which was established to deal with this matter will continue to function. under the
chairmanship of the Chairman of the Liberal Party in the Transvaal, and will oppose all in
roads on civil liberties in the municipal sphere.

During Miss Ruth Hayrnan's election campaign one of her main planks was a demand
that the City Council should refuse to administer the Locations in the Sky Act and particularly
that it should drop its proposal to move Africans from flats to hostels at Dube. It was felt
that these hostels should be used for homeless Africans. The City Council has now postponed
its plans for compulsory removals and will use the hostels for Africans who have no other
accommodation.

Following recent riots in Johannesburg the Liberal Party has petitioned the City Council.
askint': it to avoid taking precipitate and repressive action, but rather to investigate the whole
question of the supply of liquor to Africans and the provision of recreational facilities for
African workers.

A deputation led by the Bishop of Johannesburg and including representatives of the
Liberal and Labour Parties visited Evaton to investigate conditions brought about by the bus
boycott.

NATAL AND a.F.s.
A number of small meetings have been held in Natal durint': the month. New ground

was broken in the Transkei when Messrs. Alan Paton, MlahIem Njisane and Peter Brown
visited Holy Cross for a small private meeting. About thirty people attended and it is hoped
that a separate branch of the Party will eventually be formed in this area. A visit was a.J.so
paid by the Provincial Secretary to Greytown and, during July, Mr. Jordan Ngubane spent
a week at Charlestown collecting material for publicitr purposes. In the Coastal Region a
most successful Jumble Sale was organised by Crysta Rogers. Profits were affected by a
shortage of helpers but this is a fault which will be remedied next time. In the Maritzburg
area the Edendale Branch Committee has drawn up plans for house-meetings during the
second half of the year and it is also hoped to bold an inter-racial variety show nearer Christ
mas time. In Mantzburg itself Jordan Ngubane and Peter Brown addressed a meeting of the
Political Thinkers Club at the University. The meeting was followed by a spate of questions
lasting for about an hour and, eventually•.by a few new recruits to the Party. At Pentrich
l.eslie Weinberg and Peter Brown attended a small meeting to discuss theeffects of the Group
Areas Act in tliis area.

Jean van Riet has submitted a report on the recent Bloemfontein Volks-eongress. He has
also been carrying on a considerable correspondence in Die Volksblad and nie Friend on
his impressions of the Congress. Dr. Aaron Lebona reports that a house-meeting is planned
for Bloemfontein. The a.F.S. Committee of the Party is due to meet on <>etober 13th to
discuss a programme for the province.


