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AFTER the ~nd of 1956 the Adams College we have known for the past 100 yea" and
l"'\.. more, will cease to be, and will live only in the memory of those who hold her dear.

As Adams has been refused registration by the Minister of Native Affairs to continue
to operate asa private school, she has to cease to function from the end of the year. It is truethat
the Government intends to come in like a hermit crab to inhabit the empty shell and run its own
institution on the premises, but Adams College as we have known it, will cease to be. Never
theless it will not be forgotten. Wc will REMEMBER ADAMSI

Remember her long and honourable history. At the turn-off to the College premises
there is a sign board which says "Historical Monument". What the monument commemorates
is the site ofDr. Adams' old Mission Station, but now the College itself becomes the memorial
to over a hundred years of devoted Christian service in education. It has been the custom,
instituted by Or. Edgar Brookes when he was the principal, to hold an annual celebration of
Builders' and Founders' Day: On that day the COllege, whenever the weather was kind enough,
would assemble in the cemetery near the graves of Dr. Adams and his first convert, Mbalasi,
there to pay tribute to those who had gone before, and to pray for God's grace to continue in
their footsteps. There in the quiet shade of stately old trees planted by early missionaries, the
past seemed to live again, and to inspire the present generatIOn to renewed effort to continue
m that same brave Christian spirit. The work must now come to an end, but what those men
stood for must not be forgotten. REMEMBER ADAMS!

Remember her pioneerin& spirit. In 1953 she celebrated her centenary as the oldest edu
cational institution in the ProVInce. Not only in her foundation, but all along she has pioneered
advances in African education. The introduction of co-education, appointing African teachers
in the High School, teaching Science, post-Malric teacher training, are some of the innovations
begun at Adams and afterwards adopted by other institutions. There are more recent ventures,
in which Adams College has made a unique contribution. Notable amon~ these is that she
was first to appoint an African head of the High School with a mixed White and non-White
staff serving under him. Another important step concerns the Governing Body of the College.
In 1940, The American Board Mission, by which she was founded, handed the College over to
a local board of governors on the condition that they used it as a "Christian educational
institution for the Bantu of South Africa and adjacent territories". The College was then con
stituted as a non-profit-making company that elected its own governing council. Provision
was made in its constitution for increasing control by Africans, ex-students and others. When
the the Government speaks of Bantu School Boards giving control to the Africans it should be
remembered that in tile Adams College Board there was opportunity for real control, not the
spurious, dele~ated, circumscribed control envisaged by the Government. This opportunity is
now closed WIth the closing of the College, but the memory of it will persist. REMEMBER
ADAMS!

Remember the friendliness at Adams. In spite of her own shortcomin~ and the frust
rations that come from living in a land that emphasizes the things that diVIde and separate
people, here differences have been to some extent overcome and lar~ly for.s.0tten in the high
purpose that has united all members in their common task. Suspicion, distrust and hatred
have melted away in an atmosphere of trust and co-operation. The staff by and large has been
united into a community that has worked together, played together, and prayed together in
hannony. Residents who have left remember with nostalgic lon~ng the happy spirit which
prevailed, visitors are struck by the peaceful atmosphere and mter-racial hannony. This
living, working community that has been welded together through the years is now to be
disrupted. Something beautiful that cannot be easily replaced will have gone. But, it will not
be forgotten. REMEMBER ADAMS!

The killing of the Adams community is tragic in itself, but it is more so when it is realised
what a centre such a community can be in the building up of friendly relations and under
standing far beyond its borders. Adams has been a centre to which many have been glad to come to
breathe it freer air and get new vision for a friendlier world. Individuals and groups of all ages
and various faces have found at Adams a happy meeting ground, and have left with deeper
understanding and renewed hope. That hope is now to be stifted, but it n~ not die. RE
MEMBER ADAMS!



What has been the strength and inspiration of the College's whole life has hoen the fact
that it has been Church centred. The Christian education that she has sougbt to give has not
been simply the matter of having Scripture lessons on the time table, but has been the very
warp and woof orber whole life. lmpeifectly, it is true, but none the less sincerely, the attempt
has been made to carry the faith that she professes into every aspect of the life of the commu
nity. A regular stream of young people has voluntarily attended classes in preparation for
Church membership each year, a membershi~ that is accepted by many denominations. not
only one. The training in Christian discipleshlf has been tned out by the free and democratic
methods of discipline that have been suocessfu in turning out many who are prepared to take
up responsible leadenhip. I

The academic work has been carried out faithfully with due regard to the necessary edu
cational and departmental requirements. There can be no accusation that Adams has failed
in this respect. What the College has sought to turn out is nonimply young men and women
with educational certificates, but responsible, well·informed Christian young people. To
Adams the leadership of Christ and the tenets of the Christian faith have always been para
mount. Whenever again: Christian principles such as truth, justice, mercy. freedom and
love are sacrificed to the Moloch of Apartheid, remember that Adams was sacrificed.
REMEMBER ADAMS!


