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THE INDUSTRIAL COLOUR BAR

RECENTlY the apartheid struggle has moved more and more into the industrial
sphere. II is understandable that it should do so because it is here that the
advocates of separation face some of their greatest problems. It is here also that

~he United Party, in advocating "economic integration", finds itself skating on vcry thin
Ice.

During the last month onc of the Govcrnmenl's busiest and most vocal members
has been Senator de Klerk. He has been travelling the oountryside, predicting the
eclipse of "white civilisation" if Coloured artisans are allowed 10 continue training
White apprentices and calling on European parents to see that their children are given
the highest possible educational qualifications. He has urged the halt, the lame and
the blind. the aged and the crippled to come forth and work for the preservation of
"Baasskap". He has told the people to whom he has spoken that "everyone must work
-even if he must crawl there". There is no record of the reactions of Mr. de KJerk's
audiences to his harangues. No doubt the immediate one, generated by the emotional
fervour of the moment, has been favourable. No doubt the later one, after people have
had the opportunity to reflect on the effect his suggestions would have on their present
leisure and anticipated retirement, is less enthusiastic. Only time will tell what the
eventual response to these appeals will be. In case it should not be good and White
people should not show themselves willing to work hard enough to ensure their domi·
nation, or should not be prepared to make full use of the superior educational facilities
with which they are provided, precaUlions must be taken. It is therefore the intention
of the Government to allocate jobs to people on the basis of their race. It is not quite
clear whether aD jobs in certain industries will be done by people of one race or
whether certain jobs in aD industries will be done by people of one race. It seems
safe to predict that the latter is what will happen and that it will be the best jobs in
all industries which will be reserved for Eur0peans, while the worst are kept for Non
Europeans. Otherwise, what would be the point in Mr. de Klerk's repeated insistence
on Europeans acquiring skill? Surely, if we are to have complete apartheid there will
be plenty of donkey,work for them to do in their own factories? No, Mr. de KJerk
visualises the best jobs for Europeans and he has the support of Dr. Verwoerd, who
has told us that, in the European community, there will be no place for Africans above
certain forms of labour. It is at this point that the Nationalist policy of "apartheid"
and the V.P. policy of "economic integration" come so close as almost to touch hands.

In November last year the United Party accepted economic integration as an
accomplished and indisputable fact. At the same time it accepted "the colour bar in
industry as it had been traditionally exercised". What does this amount 10 if it is
not the categorising of jobs according to race? It may be more elastic but it is
certainly no more moral. The Nationalists may justify their policy by arguing that
eventually-after the two or three hundred years which we are told will be required
td. attain our state of perfect separation-Non-Europeans will have their own :ueas in
which there will be no limits to their development. The V.P. does not support this
pious argument; it seems content to keep pace with "tradition" where the exercise



involves not necessarily moving against the interests of Non-Europeans in industry but
preferably not moving at all.

But in the end the Industrial Colour Bar. whether it is operated by the Nationalists
or the V.P.• amounts to the same thing. Whether it is regarded as a fairly permanent
arrangement or as a temporary one of only one or two centuries duration-even if it is
only a temporary arrangement to last one generation-it still amounts to the same
thing. It is a denial of a man's right to develop the talents which God has given him.
For the duration of his life it can condemn a man to a position of inferiority. It puts
no premium on hard work or intelligence. It is the most colossal waste of human material.
It manufactures poverty. frustration and bitterness. The people who advocate the main
tenance of the colour bar sutfer nothing from its restrictions. They restrict others. Most
of them. at some time or other. speak in the name of Christianity. Have they ever con·
sidered that only one generation of Industrial Colour Bar in South Africa will stunt
the lives and corrode the spirits of several million people? Have they ever thought that
these people. like themselves. have only one life to live? Have they ever thought very
much about it at all?

THE GOVERNMENT
AND THE APPEAL COURT

THE question of the relationship between the Government and the Courts has once
more come into prominence with the announcement of Mr. Swart's plan for
changes in the constitution of the Appeal Court. The cbanges are:

(I) the total number of Judges of Appeal is to be increased from six to eleven;

(2) the number of~Judges wbo must sit to hear any ordinary case is to be increased
from three to five;

(3) in ca~ involving the validity of an Act of Parliament. all eleven Judges must
sit.

Mr. Swart has not yet explained the reasons for his proposals, but he will be hard
put to it to convince the country that there are any reasons other. than a desire to find
a new way round the constitutional obstacles 10 the removal of tbe Coloured voters
from the common roll.

The increase in the number of Appeal Judges will not enable the Appeal Court
10 deal with any larger volume of work. The maximum number of cases that can be
heard simultaneously is still two. It may be suggested that cases will be better decided
by the combined wisdom of five Judges than by a mere three. There has. however.
been no demand for such a change from the Judges themselves. or from the legal
profession. or from the public. There is a certain amount of danger in numbers when
it comes to courts of law. since confusion can be created by the production of different
reasons for their decision by different members of the Court. The modem tendency is
to reduce the size of Appeal Courts rather than increase it. In England. for instance.
a Court of Appeal with a quorum of three has replaced such unwieldy institutions as
the old Court of Exchequer Chamber. in which as many as ten Judges sometimes
sat. The old procedure of referring important points of law for the consideration of
all the judges of the Supreme Court has also been abolished.

In future eleven Judges will hear cases relating to the validity of Acts of Parlia
ment. and among the eleven, the Judges who gave the decision in the Coloured Vote
case in 1951 will be outnumbered by the new Judges of Appeal appointed since 1951.
Of the six new appointments (five under the new plan and one to fill a normal vacancy).
only two have gone to Judges who are generally regarded as among the most eminent
in the country. Men with every possible qualification for selection have once again been
passed over. The whole plan smells of politics.


