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May 1st this year, marks the 101st anniversary of May
Day or International Labour Day. In SA and the world
over May Day symbolises the struggle, solidarity and
unity ol the working people.

Workers remember their bitter struggle at work
against slave wages and long hours, against
unemployment and starvation, racist employers,
retrenchments and little social security

Workers remember their struggle at home against
high rents, poor faciliies, inadequate transport and
housing shortages.

And on this day, through expressing their unity,
their power - workers rededicate themselves to the
struggle for a decenlt life.

Today under_the banner of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions (Cosatu), workers throughout
S.A. are demanding a living wage.

Congress calls the WORKERS in the Indian
community to:

— join in the struggle for a living wage,

—join Cosatu and its affiliates (particularly those
previously belonging to TUCSA),

— unite with and support the struggles of African
workers,

— not to divide and weaken workers by indulging in
scab labour.

We call on the UNEMPLOYED

—j0in or form progressive trade unions linked to
Cosatu.

— demand the right to work

— demand better unemployment benefits

We call on the EMPLOYERS

-—recognize May 1st as a paid public holiday for
workers

— give workers off on May Day every year

— be sympathetic to the struggle of workers for higher
wages and better working conditions.

Mas Day Rally 1835 Durbar

We cal' on the HOUSEWIVES

— give dumestic workers off on May 1stevery year as
a paid holiday

— improve the working and living conditions of
domestic worrers

—encouyrage domestic workers to join the South
Africar Domestic Workers Union (SADWU)

We call on the COMMUNITY

— attend public rallies cultural and the May Day
activiies wherever tney are held

— Support the struggle of the workers; the workers
struggle 1s our struggle: Our struggle is the workers
struggle!

STOP PRESS

Congress condemns the brutal killings of 6
striking railway workers by policeon 22/04/87.
We extend our healtfelt sympathies to the
families and fellow workers of those killed, as
well as to the Cosatu-affiliated South African
Railways and Harbours Workers Union.
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WHITES ONLYELECTION
&

WHAT IS IT ABOUT?
WHO WILL WIN?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR US?

PFP AND THE INDEPENDENTS?

THE

CONGRESS
VIEW...

THE ELECTION IS
NOT LEGITIMATE

The elections are about a small
minority taking decisions for a
huge majority. it is not legiti-
mate for the white minority to
try to determine the lives and
future of the 30-million black

majority.

THE ELECTION
SOLVES NOTHING

The slections will not solve the
political and economic crisis
facing this country. It will not
end the growing conflict
between lellow South Africans.
it wil not end widespread
unemployment and inflation. it
does not address the funda-
mentally democratic demand
of the majority for one person,
one vote in one parliament.

THE POLICE AND
MILITARY WILL WIN

Botha Is a dictator. He has
destroyed basic freedoms -
freedom of the press, the
freedom to organise, freedom
ol speech and even the
freedom to pray for detainees.
Botha has allowed the military
and police to run this country.

The State Securlty Council
composed of the sacurity, mili-
tary and intelligence, is the
effective Inner Cabinet today. It
rules at a local level through
secrel structures called joint
management committees

The white slectorate will vota
in the Nats and enftrench
Botha's dictatorship. But it is
really the security, military and
intelligence eastablishment
which is returned to power.

CHANGE WILL NOT
COME FROM THE

WHITE PARLIAMENT

We will have freedom and
democracy in South Africa
only when the African majority
is free. This will not come
about from the Nats and their
white parliament. True change
in the interest of the majority
can come about only through
the participation ol the major-
ity.

Already the African people are
talking of controlling their own
lives and determining their
own future. it is the struggles of
the African majority - outside
parliament - which can influ-
ence the coursa and outcoma
ol events in South Africa. And
no one can prevent this reality.

PFP AND INDEPENDENTS
OFFER NO SOLUTIONS

Both fail to address the key
issue of majority rule on a one
person, one vote one
parliament basis. Thalr
solutions will not change the
daily misery of the majority of
South Alricans. Only certain
white business Interests will
really benefiL

There is no fundamental differ-
ence between the Indepen-
dants and the Nats. Their dis-
agreemeant is over how best the
status quo can be maintained.

The PFP still foolishly believes
that it can bring changes
through the white parliament. It
refuses to accept that parliam-
ent is loaded in favour of the
Nats. The PFP is also doing
everything to avoid genuine
democracy — non-racial
majority rule.

NATS ARE AGAINST
PEACEFUL CHANGE

The Nats deliberately wrecked
the Commonwealth’'s Eminent
Person'd Group, (EPG) initia-
tive to find a peaceful solution
to South Africa's problems.

The EPG said the government
has no genuine intention to
dismantle Apartheid. It said Nal
intransigence could result in
the worst bloodbath since the
Second World war. With every
day we see greater strife and
conflict in our country because
of Nal policies.

CONGRESS VISION

For the Transvaal Indian
Congress (TIC), the Freedom
Charter forms the basis of a
future majority government A
government under which all -
both black and white - shall
enjoy full and equal political
rights and access fto the
country's wealth, where basic
human rights are guaraniteed,
where basic freedoms, like that
of speech, beliel, travel and the
press are guaranteed, where
the security of family life,
housing and employment, as
well as free medical care and
wellare is guaranteed.

Under the Freedom Charter
traders have equal rights to
trade where they choose, and
workers are protected against
axploitation. Under the Free-
dom Charter a true South
Africaniam will be promoted
and created with all having the
nght to develop their, customs
and language.

THE ROLE OF
THE INDIAN PEOPLE

The Indian people have an
interest -in ending apartheid
and can only gain from this. No
seclion ol South Africa's
people can be free for as long
as the African people are not
frea. To achieve freedom and
democracy in South Africa, we
have to fight for the liberation of
the African people.

The Indian community has a
proud history of siding with its
fellow oppressed. But we
cannot rely only on past con-
tributions to the struggle. We
need to meet the challenges of
today.

We call on our paople - In the
schools and universitias, at
home and at work, in the
mosques, temples and
churches - to play an active
role in the ever growing fight
against apartheid. Take a
stand today for a better
tomorrow! The Botha govern-
ment has long missad the boal

There will be a majority
government in this country.
take a stand, make the sacrifi-
ces, and benefit. Thera is no
middle of the road.

END BOTHA DICTATORSHIP

SUPPORT DEMOCRACY!

SUPPORT MAJORITY RULE!




M.ay 15t has been celebrated throgughout
ine world as Internationa! Worker's Day
(May Day) for over a century. lts history
dates back to 1856 when workers in
Australia went on a work stoppage for an
B-hour working day
= |n 1886 workers i America supported
the struggle for an 8-hour working day
with massive strikes and demonstra-
uons Labour leaders were then
charged with conspiracy - and
hanged. These were the workers' first
martyrs

World Unite!” had become a popular
slogan.

1918 Is regarded as the beginning of
May day for Black South African
Workers because ol their meetings,
processions etc, thal year

In 1931, the Alrican May Day
Committee organised a March
through the streets of Johannesburg.
The procession led to clash with the
police. Many workers were injured
and some were senlt to prison

HISTORY OF MAY DAY

stayaway on May 1st. The highly
successiul stay-away led to clashes
between workers and police in
Orlando, Alex, Brakpan and
Sophiatown. Nineteen workers were
killed and 20 injured.

In 1959/1960-1 the Government
abolished May Day as a paid holiday
lor workers in SA, By this time pro-
gressive trade unions like SACTU,
which was affiiated to the World

* In 1890, May 1st was accepted as the
Workers' International Day of
Solidarity. By this time “Workers of the

Federation ol Trade Unions, had
come under severe attack from the
Government.

* |n 1950, the ANC (Tvi), TIC and the
Johannesburg District Committee of
the CPSA jointly organised a

SADWU’S GUIDLINES FOR
DOMESTIC WORKERS

The South African Domestic Workers' Union
(SADWU) has outlined the following guidelines for’
doinestic workers:

Suggested minimum wages for domestic workers:

Semi-skilled person: R150 per month.

Someonce with special skills or special respon-
sibilities such as cooking, baking or looking afler
small children: R200 per month.

Both suppested salaries are for an eight-hour
working day.

Workers should be
day and working clothes.

A transport cost should be provided for workers
living out.

If you cannot afford the full recommended wage,
then pay for the number of hours you can alford.

A part-time living-out worker. for example, could
then be emploved on a pro ruta percentage of the
recommended wage for a full-time living-out domestic
worker. r - -

A daily casuval worker: Minimum wage: RI8.10 ~
per day plus transport. Meals must be pruvided. A .
morning i lour hours, but should be paid rather
mwre than hatl of an eight-hour day as one works
harder during the first four hours

A pardiner should earn the same as domestic
workers, except the daily casual who earns R20 per

" day. Meals and transport should be provided.

Mouriy rute: R2 per hour.

i ~vertime: R2.50 per hour. r

Baby sitting: R1.50 per hour.

with three meals a
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Continue struggle for May Day

* May 1st 1986 was the 100th * COSATU has rejected this so-

Anniversary of May Day. Last
year's call by COSATU 1o
celebrate May Day as a paid
public holiday was an outstand-
iNg SUCCess.

Thus roupled with the growing
striiggles and solidarity of the

workers forced the Government
to recognize the importance of
May Day. But instead of recog-
nizing May Day as Workers Day,
the Government has declared
the First Friday of May as =outh
African Workets' Day.

called concession and has
pledger itself to continue the
struggle to recognize 1st May as
a pad public holiday for all
workers in SA,

The TIC fully stands behind
COSATU.
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