
H V V C I H W I i w y w o w i u n c w o r a g e o 

Every day Ihe bosses and 
Botha are lulling workers and 
the world that if is only 
workers who are going lo 
suffer from sanc t ions . 
COSATU NEWS asked 
General Secretary Jay Naidoo 
about this : 

"Sanctions arc not here 
because of workers, ITiey are hoc 
because of Botha and the bosses. 
Thcv must and will suffer from 
sanctions - not the workers. 

Something like sanctions bus 
been coming for a long lime. For 
years and years, the ANC, PAC 
and our allies in the progressive 
movement internationally have beai 
campaigning for the isolation of the 
Souih African government 

In the past two years, our 
struggle has grown so much inside 
the country that ihe eye* of the 
whole world have turned on us. 
Because of our struggle many 
countries have begun to think - what 
can wc do to show Botha thai we 
also hate apartheid ? Sanctions is an' 
attempt to pressurise the 
government and bring on end to 
apartheid. 

COSATU supports all forms 
of pressure on the Botha 
government. We know only too 
well bow stubborn ibis government 
is* We know only loo well that ihe 
only language the government 
understands is the language of 
struggle and pressure. 

But the bosses arc wrong if 
they think we intend to carry 
sanctions on our backs. Wc are 
suffering too much already. 

CAPITALISM 
CAUSES POVERTY 

Starvation wages, mass 
unemployment, stifferinp and 
hunger - these are not caused by 
sanctions. We know these things 
already. They are caused by the 
policies of Botha and the bosses. 
Whether sanctions make these 
things worse or not is not our big 
problem. Our big problem is how to 
end this system which breeds mass 
unemployment, poverty ahd 
despair. 

Long before sanctions were 
imposed, wc organised ourselves 
into trade unions to fight these 
things. And we will continue to 
fight to defend jobs and for a living 
wage - sanctions or no sanctions. 
Wc will continue to fight for a 
society based on the needs of 
workers and not bosses profits -
sanctions or no sanctions. 

Sanctions arc not new to 
COSATU workers. For years 

BOTHA & 
THE 

WILL 
SUFFER, 
NOT US 

already wc have been asking, and 
often rccieving, worker imposed 
sanctions from our class comrade* 
in other countries. 
INTERNATIONAL WORKER 
SOLIDARITY 

TTits is in line with COSATU 
policy which says that the most 
important form of solidarity action 
wiih our struggle is intcmauonal 
worker solidarity action. 

Australian dock workers have 
refused lo off-load South African 
products: Scandanavian workers 
have come out on strike in solidarity 
wtlh out straggle and workers in 
many other countries have refused 
to handle Souih African products. 

In COSATU wc know that 
this is the strongest form of 
solidarity action with our struggle. 
Il strengthens workers in other 
countries. We know thai wc can 
never rely mi the Thatchers and 
Reagans and bosses governments m 
other countries to help our struggle. 
These people are opposed to 
workers in their own countries so 
how can they help us ? 

Our most consistent and 
reliable ally is the workers of the 
world. COSATU will continue to 
lum to the international working 
class for help to strengthen our 
struggle and wc will continue to 
support all forms of pressure on the 
Botha government. And here we 
will make sure that it is bosses 
profits - and not our jobs - which 
are affected by sanctions/ 


