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Working class 
power is 
all we want 
COSATU WORKERS. 

rhc stale of emergency is aimed at stopping our day I D day 
organising work and breaking our wi l l to build organisation. 
Bui all around ihc country from the small town* to Ihc big 
cities, wc sec organisation and struggle growing despite the 
emergency repression. 

In the factories, mines, farms and shops. COSATU 
shopstewards arc building up workplace committees and local 
snopstcwaid councils. In the townships, the students arc 
organising SRCs in the schools, whilst workers and youth 
arc building street and area committees in their communities. 
Even in the countryside the rural poor arc organising 
themselves in village committees. 

ORGANISATION GROWS 
Everywhere organisations of workers and youth are 

being built to lead the mass suigglc against the poverty and 
oppression of the capiialist system of the bosses andlhcir 
apartheid government. Workers and youth are fighting to give 
an organisational home to a l l the oppressed masses of our 
country - a home where the ordinary workers and youth can 
take control of the decisions that govern their lives* 

Through these organisations workers and youth are 
learning to practice democratic debate and organisation* They 
are discussing and deciding what the demands Of working 
people are. Tlicy arc advancing the interests of the working 
class and youth- *Hicy arc taking control o f their lives by 
deciding democratically what the nods and demands of 
workers and youth are. 

AH of these organisations of workers and youth share 
a commitment to worker leadership and democracy. AH of 
them share a common hostility to ihc poverty ami waste of 
human resources that is the product o f the capitalist system of 
the bosses. Al l of them share the common burden of the 
apanhcid governments opprcsskffl-

WORKERS DEMOCRACY 
In COSATU wc have Die strongest tradition of 

workers democracy and workers control- In COSATU wc 
have long experience of resisting the exploitation of the bosses 
capitalist system and the poverty this breeds- In COSATU tre 
are building the strongest force against the oppression and 
repression o f the apartheid government - the organised 
strength of workers. 

Now in COSATU, and tn many other local 
organisations of workers and youth, wc C3n sec that the 
capitalist system has nothing to offer us except more poverty 
and exploitation, more police repression and racist 
oppression. So many workers and youth art saying lhat the 
only alternative 10 this system is a socialist system - a society 
controlled by workers and organised to meet all the needs of 
workers 

If the masses of workers and youth arc demanding a 
socialist solution to the crisis, then it is COSATU"* task to 
take the lead in discussing with all organisations: 

* the principles and policies o f 
workers democracy and control 

* the socialist solutions wc need, 
and how to Achieve them 

Right now there art major struggles going on. In ihc 
townships hundreds and thousands of workers are refusing 
to pay rent Around the schools, millions of youth arc in 
struggle. And on the mines, hundreds and thousands of N U M 
members - together with members in other unions - are 
fighting far a l iving wage 

COSATU comrades* how can we help build struggles 
like these with the methods of worker democracy and control? 
What programme of action and organisation do wc need to 

unite our stniggles together towards our common goal ? 
How can we build the bridge from the struggles of today to a 
society where the needs of workers and youth wi l l govern ? 

S A F E T Y B E F O R E P R O F I T S 

ITie bosses law of profits is that safely is not as important as 
profits* There wi l l only be as much safety as profits wi l l allow 

The workers law is that workers needs and workers 
safety come first * no matter what it costs. It is not bosses 
who are dying underground or in the factories. U is wxkers. 
And as Cde Cyri l Ramaphosa said; • Every death is one too 
many for us. 

Safety can never cost mo much, You can't put a price 
on workers lives. And in any case, all the profits the bosses 
have come from our labour. It is workers money. 

NO - Conditions must be made healthy and safe before 

anyone talks o f profits. 


