
It's time the workers VIVft 
dictate to the dictatorsvlE% 
Like in South Africa, the 

class struggle in Chile is 
gelling sharper as workers 
build ami *• -:(S mMSS action 
against the bosses mijjtarv 
dictatorship in Chile. 

In the past 6 months there 
have been a number of worker-led 
mass demon strati ons against 
Pinochet's dictatorship. The 
wrongest action was a successful 2* 
day national general strike in July. 

But, after an assassination 
attempt on Pinochet in Septemer. 
the dictatorship has hit hock at the 
mass movement. A State of Siege 
has been declared. 

Under the State of Siege the 
uppostion press has been closed 
down; thousands of trade unionists 
and acnvists have been arrested and 
opponents of the dictatorship have 
been murdered by death-squads. 

At the moment there is a 
stalemate in the struggle. Th; mass 
movement opposing the dictatorship 

is too strong to be smashed by the 
Suite of Siege. And the leadership 

of the different opposition 
organisations are too divided to 
unite in mass action against ihe 
Siege. 

The Pinochet dictatorship has 
been in power in Chile for over 13 
years, in 1973 Pinochet led a 
military coup against the 
democratically elected socialist 
government of AJIcndc which had 
mass support among workers. 
About 30.000 activists were killed 
by the army after the coup and 
thousands and thousands went 

"missing". 
Since then Pinochet has ruled 

through a reign of tenor against the 
exploited of Chile. His brutal 
dictatorship has enjoyed the 
unconditional support of big bosses 
in Chile, monopoly capitalists of the 
whole world and American and 
British imperialism in particular. 

His political and economic 
policies have been designed to make 
sure that bosses profits rule 
supreme and that any resistance to 
this is crushed. 

But today things arc 
changing. With over 11% of 
Chileans unemployed and 7 5 * of 
all workers earning less than R200 
per month, workers have been 
forced to fight hock. 

The Revolutionary Left 
Movement (MIR) * which has 
joined together with other left-wing 
socialist organisations in the 
Democratic Popular movement 
(MDP) - and the Communis! Party-
linked Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic 
Front (FPMR) have strong support 
amongst the urban working class, 

Bui they are not the only 
opposition groupings in Chile. 
There are a wide range of 
organisations opposing Pinochet -
including the liberal National 
Accord - some of which have 
support from disillusioned bosses 
and the middle class in Chile. 

Like in South Africa, the 
problem of unifying the oppressed 
behind a common programme of 
action is a big one. The leader of the 

MDPG. Correa. says that the 
"weakness and division of the 
opposition is the main reasons 
Pinochet is still in power/ 

The immediate tasks facing 
Chilean workers are how to defend 
themselves and their organisations 
against the State Of SicgC- An 
attempt to mobilise another general 
strike in September against the 
Siege (ailed because of division 
amongst the leaders of opposition 
organisations over whether to build 
die sirike or not. 

Now Chilean workers arc asking 
How can we unite the 

opposition organisations in common 
disciplined action lo defend 
ourselves against the State of Siege? 

•How do we organise that 
united action with different 
organisations keeping their 
independence? 

•How can we guarantee the 
political programme of united 
action? •What do we want 
after Pinochet - capitalism or 
socialism? 


