
COMRADES AT WORK 

Minimum 
wage set 
atR4,10 

Ttat struggle for l iving wage 
look a big step forward with 
CWlU ' s wage v ic tory at 
Ciba-Geigy. 

200 workers, all members of 
CWIU, will receive an increase of 
Rl 53 per month (87 cents per hour) 
from January In 1987. This brings 
iheir minimum wage to R4.10 per 
hour. A* far as COSATU NEWS 
knows, this is the highest minimum 
wage in the country. 

The R153 per month 
represents a 27 percent increase on 
the minimum wage. The CWIU is 
in the process of several wage 
negotiations and the topping of 
R4.00 per hour minimum wage at 
Ciba* Geigy represents the 
beginning of a strong attempt by 
the umon to achieve minimun wages 
of R4.00 per hour plus in 1987. 

The struggle for a living wage 
is gaining strength day by day. All 
unions in COSATU in major 
industries are fighting for a living 
wage. The starvation wages that the 
bo&scs are paying workers can no 
longer be tolerated* 

Next year COSATU unions 
will join their wage struggles 
togetho- into a national campaign foi 
a living wage. Only the mass united 
strength of the organised working 
class con succeed in achieving 
CQSATU's goal - a living wage for 
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can no longer get financial 
assistance from overseas 
supporters. 

The Botha government ba| 
been forced to take this drastic step 
because of the mass suppon UDF 
has amongst workers and youth in 
South Africa. 

COSATU condemns this latest 
attack on the UDF It will not stop 
the exploited and oppressed people 
of South Africa from building mass 
Twmnttsivnnnlinrjtl nrramcmnn to 
take forward the struggle for 

Thousands and thousands" 01 
workers arc refusing to buy any 
Clover products. Workers ire not 
buying in protest against the 
dismissal of FAWU comrades Iran 
Clover's Pietftrmaritzburg dairy. 
Wo rkers are sayiong they will 
continue not buying Clover 
products until all workers have been 
unconditionally reinstated and 
detained workers have been 

7H 
MK hi 

strong Hotel and 
Restaurant Workers Union 
(HARWU) has affiliated to 
COSATU. 

HARWU has organised hotel 
and restaurant workers on the 
Witwatersrand, Pretoria. East 
London, Port Elisabeth and the OPS 

li is currently involved in talks 
with 2 hotel unions outside 
COSATU (in the Cape and Natal) 
about forming a national union. 
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SAMZACTU MERGE 
ni^onse^auve Trade Union 

Council of South Africa (TUCSA) 
has dissolved. In 1983 TUCSA 
affiliates had over 500,000 
members. Now they are nothing. 

The reason is clear. Workers 
wont a Hghting unity against the 
bosses and the government - not a 
federation of collaborator*. Ex-
TUCSA workers will find a truly 
workers home in COSATU where 
the unity and needs of workers 
come first. 

Every worker in South Africa 
belongs in COSATU. That is what 
we are fighting for: One Federation 
* One Country, 

Meanwhile the 2 remaining 
federations in South Africa - CUSA 
and AZACTU - have merged. 
COSATU welcomes any step that 
brings workers together. COSATU 
hopes the CUSA/AZACTU merger 
will lead to the unification of 
CUSA/AZACTU with COSATU. 
The unity of the Souith African 
working class is top of the agenda 
forC 
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LOVED 
W O R K E R S 
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The Unemployed Workas Co

ordinating Committee (UWCC) arc 
co-ordinating the organisation ol 
unemployed workers for 
COSATU*s National Union of 
Unemployed Workers. 

UWCC are organising 
unemployed workers in the 
Transvaal and liasing with 
organised groupings of unemployed 
workers throughout the country. A 
series of national meetings are 
planned where the structure and 
functioning of the Unemployed 
Workers Union will he worked out 

Unemployed workers and 
youth * you arc millions and 
millions. Unemployment has never 
been so bad as it is today in South 
Africa. And everyday it is gelling 
worse. 

COSATU believes that 
unemployment can be solved and 
that everyone should have work. 
But we can only get there through 
organisation and struggle. Organise 
yourselves wherever you are and 
moke contact with the UWCC 
through COSATU. Employed and 
unemployed workers, together in 
COSATU, will march forward to a 

•society which garantces jobs for all 
ai a living waj 
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affected organisation. This means it 

Plans for launching a 
COSATU Construction Workers 
Union are far advanced. The 
proposed time for the launch of the 
new union is the end of November 

A Coordinating Committee -
with delegate! from all COSATU 
unions with members in the 

construction sector - has been 
setting up the structures for the new 
union from members of the 
different COSATU unions: 

discussing a draft constitution and 
identifying key companies that will 
form the core of the new union. 


