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Badge of slavery. Thai ' s 
what workers called the 

dompas.Now the dumps* is 
going and Botha says there Is 

4 new ID for everyone. Bui 
the controls over black 
workers have not gone with 

the new ID. COSATU rejects 
the new ID. This educational 
column explains why. 

The dompfis was a plan to 
control the life and movement of 
workers. I: was also a plan to rob 

South Africa's black people of 
citizenship* To cui us off from the 
riches of ibe country in which wc 

were bora. To deny us the fruit of 
the hard wort: we put in to make the 
country nch and strong. 

So passes go hand in hand 
wiih exploitation of workers. Many 

bosses today arc trying hard to say 
that they arc the black peoples 
friend. They arc liars. It was the 
bosses themselves who came with 
the plan of the dompas. 

Passes go hand in hand with 
the governments plan of making 
ham us tans. They are the 
government's dumping ground. 

This is where they push those 
people they don't need on the mines 

and in the factories. They don't 
want millions of suffering and poor 
people in the cities. 

They know that in the city 
these people will sec the country's 
riches in the hands of a few. They 
will unite and organise. So the 

government sends them to 
bantustans to be controlled by the 

Sebes. Matan/imas and Mangopes. 
These arc the gangsters of apartheid 

who are only after making money 
and controlling people. They are 
against the workers. They have 
banned trade unions* 

The oppressed people and 
workers have always haled passes. 
Many have died in the fight against 
passes. 

* In 1956 women said NO!' 
to passes. Thousands of women 
from all over the country marched to 

the Government in Pretoria, They 
demanded that women must never 
carry the dompas. But the apartheid 
government forced women to have 

ihe Badge of Slavery. Those who 
would not were arrested and put in 

jail. 
• 1960 was the year of the 

big ami-pass fight led by ANC and 
PAC- All over the country people 
started burning their passes. But the 
Government answered with bullets. 

At Sharpeville 69 people were 
killed: police shot them while they 
burnt their paper* outside the police 
station. 

* Crossroads in Cape Town 
is known all over the world for 
fighting against the pass. The 
women of Crossroads came from 
"homelands" to be with their 
husbands who worked in Cape 
Town. The government would not 
give them papers: still they came. 
They built shacks to live in because 
[he blackjacks chased them from the 

hostels. For over 15 years the 
government tried to smash 
Crossroads. Again and again the 
bulldozers came to break the 
houses. But the women always built 
their houses again. With the help of 
the churches, they told their story (o 

the whole world. Last year the 
government did an evil thing. They 

got thugs - the wiidock fathers -
to do away with Crossroads. The 
thugs killed people. They bumed 
houses. Today, the Crossroads 
shacks are gone and the brave 
fighters are scattered. 

* Last year COSATU gave a 
big warning to the government: 
"Gei rid ol pass laws now) If you 
don't we will start the biggest fighi 
against passes. We might even bum 
them in the streets," 

So in June the government 
changed the law, From July I black 
people no longer had to have 
passes. Everyone must now have 
identity documents. 

The new ID book will not 
have the boss's stamp* This is 
because you can work and stay 
where you like — if you can find a 
house or a job. 

Clearly the government 
changed the pass because this law 






