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COSATU office-bearers say: 

Forward with 
the struggle 
COMRADES. 

About 1500 delegates will 
meet at COSATlfs Special 
National Congress on Miy 
14 and IS to discuss the 
muation facing us and to 
decide the way forwml 

About ten months ago, at 
COSATUs last Congress, 
workeri adopted the Free
dom Cfcancr and resolved to 
build permanent alliances 
with proRreiiivc organi
sations. OB Febuary 24, 
Botha banned 17 progress
ive organisations — in
cluding the UDF and SAY-
CO — and restricted CO
SATU from liking up any 
political issues 

This has raised questions 
for enry comrade in the 
struggle: What it the way 
forward for the workers 
struggle? How will we con
tinue our march towards a 
democratic society free of 
apartheid and expluctauon'* 

For COSATU this means: 
How do we continue to pro
gress as the mass democrats 
movement and bow can we 
continue to make gains on 
behalf of organised work* 
crs? How can we defend 
and extend our organised 
suengih on the shopfloor in 
the face of massive repress
ion from the bosses and the 

government? What must we 
do to defend ourselves 
against the Labour Bill, 
restrictions, wage freezes, 
pnnusauon? 

Now, more than ever, 
clear decisions and direction 
are needed from the mass 
democratic movement. On 
the one hand, the govern
ment is using its many 
weapons of repression to try 
and break democrat ic 
organisation. On the other 
hand, it has no support 
among the people who arc 
angry, and determined to 
win their freedom 

At the COSATU 
Congress we must look 
carefully at our strategies — 
remem-bcring all the time 
ihss our strength lies in the 
masses, and not in a few 
people in offices* The 
successful def-ence of our 
straggle depends on whether 
we can mobilise the mass 
support -into s t r o n g 
democratic organisation in 
every sector of our struggle 

Our main discussion at 
Congress must focus on 
these burning issues How 
can we build and strengthen 
mass democratic organi
sation? How do we continue 
to struggle for short-term 
demands around our imme

diate needs together with oar 
longer term demands which 
willsolve our problems for 
good? Our people are 
mobilised and determined — 
but widwui clear leadership 
and direction our initiatives 
can easily be defeated 

The key issues facing 
COSATU now are the res* 
trictions, the Labour Bill and 
our demand for a living 
wage The Bill and the 
restrictions are a direct an
swer to COSATlTs grow
ing strength and the massive 
mobilisation around our 
living wage campaign last 
year 

The issue of a living wage 
remains a burning issue for 
workers. But the Labour 
Bill wants to take away 
workers weapons — strike 
action and solidarity act inn 
If the Bill becomes law. we 
will have no legal weapons 
left 

The adoption of the 
Freedom Charter last year 
by COSATU and the UDF 
demonstrated the growing 
unity in the ranks of the 
oppressed and exploited 
Our living wage campaign, 
and the power and strength 
of the strikes which sus
tained U, showed that work
ers can and must lead the 
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mass democratic struggle 
But there arc sull many 

weaknesses Tlie bosses and 
the government know these 
problems — that is why 
they feel confident to force 
through the Bill and restrict
ions now Iv.r> are weak
nesses that are within our 
power to solve bocause they 
are weaknesses within our 
organisations 

Our Congress must find 
ways of correcting these 
weaknesses. They have 
been raised many times 
before in our structures. 

They include: 
• Weak local and regional 
structures and leadership, 

• Weakness of structures in 
some affiliate*. 

• Divisions, suspicions and 
and a lack of co-ordination 
within and between affil-

• Poor participation by 
affiliates m many COSATU 
structures 

These, and all other issues 
which weaken us, must be 
discussed by all workers m 

COSATU. The Congress is 
our most powerful forum 
and it a there thai the voice 
of workers must be the 
loudest COSATU workers 
— make sure your delegate 
conies with your strong 
maodate on how to 
strengthen wr organisation, 
how to build the maximum 
unity and solidarity and how 
to take forward our struggle 
rt freedom. 

Yours in struggle, 
Cosatu National Office-

bearer? 


