
Attack on media: 
Botha govt out to 
silence opposition 
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THIS could be one of the 
last copies of COSATU 
NEWS you will ever see 

The Bolha government is 
determined to .silence any 
views that promote a South 
Africa free from exploitation 
and oppression 

To do this Stoffcl Botha 
has introduced a whole lot 
of laws under the emergency 
regulation* which seriously 
raarict what newspapers can 
say. 

And they arc using these 
laws to ban newspapers 
which, according to Botha's 
judgement, arc not obeying 
his laws. 

Already The New Nation 
newspaper has been banned 
for three months. The New 
Nation covered the kind of 
issues thai the bosses* 
newspapers ignore — like 
the struggles COSATU 
wocken are fighting. 

Because of that P-: New 
Nation has a lot of support 
among COSATU members 
and in the mass democratic 
movement Botha regards 
the combination of prog
ressive ideas and mass 
support as too dangerous — 
so he banned the paper. 

A cumber of other papers 
have also been threatened 

with banning^ They include 
the South. Grassroots and 
Out Of Step newspapers in 
Cape Town, the Saamstaan 
newspaper in Oudshoorn; 
the Sowcian newspaper and 
Work In Progress journal in 
Johannesburg. 

Long before the media 
regulations were introduced. 
COSATU's media was 
under heavy attack from the 
government. In the period 
between April and July 
1987, the security police 
confiscated literally hund
reds and thousands of 
copies of issues of 
COSATU NEWS aod other 
COSATU publications. Two 
issues of COSATU NEWS 
were banned outright. Our 
offices, our printers and our 
distributors were all reguarly 
raided by police looking for 
COSATU publications 

On one occasion the pol
ice confiscated 200 000 
pamphlets tn one go 

Because of the serious* 
ness of the attack an our 
publications — which was 
costing COSATU lens of 
thousands of rands without 
COSATU members getting 
the information that was 
needed — COSATU stop-
pe^>ublishin^h 

paper in August last year. 
Since then the publishing of 
COSATU NEWS was 
further delayed by a lack of 
response from affiliates as to 
their distribution needs. 

Now COSATU NEWS is 
coming out again when the 
lights of the progressive 
newspapers are being put 
out one by one. It is unlikely 
that COSATU NEWS will 
be able to survive very long 
in this situation — especially 
when II is "illegal" to write 
stories on most of COS-
ATU's policies and resol
utions. 

Not satisfied with the 
silencing of progressive 
newspapers in the country, 
right wing elements are 
conducting a massive disin
formation campaign. 

Hundreds and thousands 
of fake pamphlets arc being 
reguarly distributed on the 
mines and in the factories. 
They almost always claim to 
come either from COSATU 
or one of its affiliates Great 
care is taken to make them 
look genuine 

Their aim is to cause 
confusion and division and 
to undermine the campaigns 
that COSATU is mobilising 
around 
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Workers stag* a protest march upon h u r l n g Ihft n#wi that Th« Naw 
Nation nawapapar hat b M n auspandM. 

COSATU workers will 
need to be vigilant to guard 
against the effects of the 
disinformation campaign. In 
a situation where all avenues 
for reliable information are 
being closed downt disin
formation can lead to 
dangerous rumour monger* 
ing. slander and division. 

COSATU is trying to 
counter the effects of the 

clampdown on our own and 
the progressive media by 
setting up media units at 
every level of the organi
sation. 

These units will be acc
ountable to the structures 
ihcy come from — at local 
and regional level — and 
will be responsible for 
communicating information 
to and from COSATU. In 

addition, the media units 
will be able to produce 
media and information on a 
more local basis 

COSATU hopes thai 
through the media units a 
basis will be laid for a truly 
grassroots workers media to 
emerge in South Africa — 
no matter how much 

.repression there is against 
workers ideas. 


