
Cosatu ban: state hopes to 
smash apartheid resistance 
COSATU has recently been 
in lb* fropilme of the attack 
on the mass democratic 
movement as the state 
moves to try and smash all 
forms of resistance against 
apartheid 

Months of threats from 
government ministers and 
senior police officials finally 
culminated in the restriction 
of the federation on Feb
ruary 29 — together with the 
outright banning of 17 org* 
anisations 

The banning under the 
state of emergency, effect* 
ively bars the organisation 
from involvement in key 
areas of struggle directly 
affecting its one million 
members. 

Il comei at a time when 
the country is facing one of 
its deepest crises On the 
economic front* the govern
ment has run into serious 
problems as the country 
staggers from one crisis to 
another with every year that 
passes. 

And on the politico! front, 
the mass democratic move* 
ment has ensured thai black 
local authorities havt lost 
what little credibility they 
previously enjoyed. 

Mass resistance camp
aigns also deepened the 
crisis that had been created 
by years of apartheid rule. 

The divisions between 
state and capital became 
more apparent as the gov
ernments failure to aridrci* 

the crisis threitened the 
bosses* ability to continue 
increasing profits. 

The government respond
ed to the situation by mov
ing to smash all forms of 
democratic resistance It 
declared the state of emer
gency, detained thousands 
of people and introduced 
tough press curbs. 

These measures, coupled 
with the wage freeze and 
privatisation, have bolstered 
bosses' confidence in the 
government once again 

At another level, vigi
lantes and clandestine hit 
squads bombed trade union 

offices, auackrd and killed 
workers and abducted lead
er? and activists. 

VIGILANTES 

Vigilantes and the clan
destine hit squads have 
proved to be powerful de-
stabiiiing forces Much of 
the grassroots militancy and 
organisational energies have 
been deflected away from 
the state and capital u 
people ore forced to form 
defence committees to repel 
these attacks 

Street committees have 
been smashed through 

detentions and harassment, 
which has forced many 
activists into hiding. 

The programme of build
ing organs of "peoples 
power" has been brought to 
an almost complete halt. 

Cosatu was lew vulner
able to the attacks than most 
other organisations As i 
result, it provided an im
portant focus of resistance 
under the circumstances 

The Living Wage Camp
aign and the adoption of the 
Freedom Charter provided 
the basis for joint action 
with democratic allies in 
many areas The best exam

ple of mass resistance in the 
middle of the state of emcr* 
gency was the masssive 
May 5 and 6 stayaway. 

The response from the 
state was to ban the living 
wage campaign, bosses re
sorted eo mass dismissals 
and police laid siege on 
Cosaiu House. Hit squads 
resorted to arson attack* and 
bombings to destroy Cosatu 
officer 

The combined effect of 
the state of emergency and 
the physical atttacks weak
ened organisation at every 
level But the government 

was not satisfied and still 
considered them a threat. Il 
banned 18 organisations 

Among them are national 
structures such as the Nat
ional Lducation Crisis 
Committee (NECC), the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF) and Sayco 

The bannings are viewed 
as an admission on the part 
of the stale of the limitations 
of the emergency as a 
permanent weapon </ con
trol 

CRACKDOWN 

And the crackdown it 
seen as pre-emptive action 
aimed at forcing the trade 
union to limit itself to 
ecooomism while destroying 
the progressive mass demo
cratic base that has been 
built since 1983 

In this way the govern
ment hopes to regain poli
tical control 

But the unity of workers 
has not been destroyed by 
the restrictions. This was 
reflected in the massive 
demonstration during the 
Sharpeville stayaway on 
March 21. 

This also demonstrates 
that while the government 
has through its state of 
emergency and bannings 
weak end the democratic 
organisations, it has not 
been able to win any poli
tical support from among the 
on mr used 


