
Privatisation what it does 
BOTHA has said that state-
owned companies art going 
to be privatised. He says 
they will be more efficient if 
the bosses ruo them than if 
the government runs them. 

The state/public sector 
provides services like health 
care, pensions, transport, 
housing, rubbish removal, 
road maintenance, TV. rad' 
to, telephones, postal ser~ 
vice* and electricity 

Top of the list for privat
isation are Eskom (emp
loying 60,000 workers) and 
Alusaf ID Richards Bay. 

Then Iscor, Foskor, the post 
office and telephones. Mos-
gas. what's left of SASOL, 
parts of SATS and the 
municipalities and hospitals 

This means that comp
anies that are owned by the 
state in the name of the 
people — even though they 
arc controlled and run by the 
government — are going to 
be sold cheap to the em
ployers 

They will change from 
being owned by the public 
(public sector) to being 

owned by individual private 
businesses (private sector) 
Any profts they make in fu
ture will go to these busi
nesses — today these profits 
go 10 the state. If a workers* 
government took over tom
orrow, these profits would 
be used by the government 
to benefit the workers. 

The state-owned public 
sector has been built up by 
the taxes of ordi nary people 
— especially the workers of 
the country. Now Botha 
says these companies — 
which the workers have paid 

for — must be sold 10 tht 
bosses. 

COSATU demands -
along with millions of other 
who support the Freedon 
Charter — ihw the wealth o 
the country must be restore 
to the people By privatisini 
Botha is taking the wealtl 
that should belong to iht 
people —and is giving it u 
a handful of bosses. 

What will this mean* I 
means that the huge suit 
industries will become thi 
property of the big mono 
polies which already dom 
inatc and control ou 
country. 

They will raise the price 
of these services — l i t 
electricity, postage ant 
transport — because there t 
DO competition or govern 
mcot regulations to sto] 
them- They will retrencl 
thousands of workers u 
improve productivity be 
cause the bosses bavi 
always complained that iha 
is "sheltered employment" I 
the public sector 

They will force wage 
down to increase profit 
ability, They will creat 
many different types o 
work contracts — like sub 
contracting, short-term cor 
tracts, home working, pan 
time wurtt and more casual 
— which will make unio 
organising more difficult. 

Privinsation will make th 
monopoly bosses richer an 
the workers poorer It wil 
mean higher prices, fewc 
jobs and lower wages 

COSATU rejects pnvat 
isation Workers' solution U 
the economic crisis is t< 
nationalise the big mono 
polies under the control en 
workers so that ihc wcalrt 
we produce can he u\ed It 
improve the lives of ihc 
working people (Info ffon 
LRSl 


