Privatisation: Botha
listens to the bosses
FOR a long time, thr bosses
have been saying to Botha:
"Cut public sector jobs,
wages and benefits and
privatise and deregulate the
economy This is the only
way to solve the crisis*
Zac de Beer, a director of
Anglo American and a leader
of the bosses' Progressive
Inderal Party, said recently:
T h e remedy for our economic illness is free enter*
prise, achieved through deregulation, privatisation and
reduced government spending "
He also said there should
be no minimum wages and
bosses should be able to pay
workers what they liked
Botha listened to the the
bosses. First he cut back on
jobs Hundreds and thousands of workers have been

dismissed or retrenched or
have left their jobs without
being replaced in SATS, the
Post Office and other public/state sectors.
Then Botha attacked
workers* benefits. Last year
the public sector bonus — a
13th cheque — was taken
•way. All workers — including the white workers
— were very angry when
Botha said they must tighten
their belts, while the bosses
and the politicians in parliament got big fat cheques for
oppressing and exploiting
us.
This was one of the things
that led EO the militant strikes
in the railways* post offices
and hospitals last year.
This year Botha ha* carr-

ied out the last of his instructions from the bosses
He has said there will be no
wage increases for public
sector workers this year
(wage freeze) And he has
promised the bosses that he
will sell off (privatise) to the
bosses most of the wealth
that is presently owned by
the state in the name of the
people
When the bosses talk
about "economic illness"
they arc saying that their
capitalist system is lick because it is not making
enough profits for them
And the only cure they can
offer for the sickness is to
attack workers — to make
workers pay for their crisis
by making more workers
unemployed and making
employed workers get no
benefits and no increases.

To make matters worse,
they want to sell the wealth
that actually belongs to the
people — even :f we don't
control it now — to the
bosses
Botha's policies o< mass
unemployment, wage freezes, privatisation and deregulation are no different from
his policies of banning**
restrictions, mass detentions
without trial, states of emergency and more and more
repression. They are all
attacks on the organisations
of the working people.
They arc all designed to
create a climate of political
stability so that the bosses
can suck as much profits as
they warn from us without
any resistance They are all
in the interests of the
employers and against the
workers-

