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The struggle to end Natal 
violence continues 

Contact between COSATU. UDF 
J Inkalha has started again. A 

joint meeting between delegates 
the three organisations with 

a ANC has taken place. The 
ANC leadership inside the 
country is to meet King 
" iltiini and "his uncle'. Chiei 
munoinii 

During 1989, talks between a 
COSATU/UDF delegation and 
ikalha led to a peace agreement 

on paper. But Inkatha 
sabotaged the peace agreement 

e It could be Implemented 
by Insisting on new conditions. 
Increased attacks on youth and 
residents by warlords end 
vigilante elements to Mowed, In 
response COSATU and UOF 
mobilised about 200 000 people 
through mass marches In 
townships and city centres 
throughout Natal. 

In 1989, King Zwellthinl 
called an "Imbizo" In Kings Park 
Stadium at which he demanded 
that the ANC. COSATU and UDF 
must "leave my people alone*. 
~ is rally, attended by about SO 

0 people, was the beginning ot 
another wave ol attacks and ol 

trot 
Durban and the Natal Midlands. 
Two years ago the violence was 
confined to a tew areas and was 
carried out by a tew warlords 
with the support ol the various 
police forces - the SAP. ZP and 
Kllkonstables. Today entire 
communities are at war with 
each other wllh clear UDF and 
inkalha rones In every 
community. Undisciplined acts 
are so widespread that tt can no 
longer be said lhat the warlords 
are the main source ot the 

The recent peace mission ol 
Cdes Sisulu. Mlangeni. 
Molsoaledl, Kalhrada and Gwala, 
conducted at the request ol the 
Joint Working Committee {JWC) 
oi COSATU and the UDF. is part 
of our continuing attempts to re
establish a viable peace process. 

Pletermarltiburg, Mpumulanga 
and several Durban townships. 
They also mat church leaders 
and big business In an attempt to 
find a new formula tor peace. 
Cde Mandela's address to a 
crowd ol about 150 000 at 
Kings Park on 25 February was 
a continuation of the views thai 
emerged during the peace 

A Joinl Regional Congress mat 
on the 8 January. Delegates at 
this Congress came Irom 
COSATU Northern Natal and 
Southern Naial Regions and the 
UDF Natal Region. The meeting 
held the following general views 

i be no peace without 

Inkalha. Ihe ANC and 
COSATU/UDF, But this musl be 
supported on Ihe ground by local 
peace talks. All interesl groups 
must supporl these efforts. 

• Peace Inlilatlves must not 
mean lhal we lie our hands in 
the face ol attacks. Delence Is 
still very relevant. But II must 
be disciplined and not aggressive 
or provocative. Defence must 
be restricted lo defence only. 
Every effort must be made to 

accomodate all political groups 
so mat a lasting and enforceable 
•peace treaty* can be made. 

• The role of the police must be 
directly challenged by meetings 
with Vlok and police officials. 
Court action alone is not enough, 

• The participation of the ANC is 
essential to any new peace 
Initiative. But wllhout the 
efforts on the ground of all 
COSATU and UDF structures, 
members and supporters to build 
peace, the violence will 
continue. Local and national 
peace talks musl go hand in hand. 
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• The COSATU/UDF Joint 
Working Committee Is presently 
broadening Its structure so lhal 
local organisations and al 
COSATU affiliates can play I 
role In the new process. Ir 
addition, several lull-time 
officials are lo be employed by 
the JWC. 

The response to Ihe ANC peace 
mission and to Cde Mandela's 
speech has been mixed. There 
are reports ol old loes from 
neighbouring areas In Durban 
embracing each other. And 
there are reports of disbelief on 

comrades that any end lo 
violence Is possible. 

Comrades leaving Ihe Mandela 
rally sang * Lets stop kl 
each other. Our real enemies 
In Pretoria" Instead of songs 
attacking Inkatha. And although 

violent attacks and murder: 
ihe pasi weak, We kill rat 
lower than before and a nun 
ol local peace Initiatives I 
already been negotiated. 

Overnight peace Is not possible! 
Neither will peace come from a 
single speech. More hard work Is 
needed by COSATU and all its 
structures, the UDF and Ihe ANC 
to build the new initiative lor 
peace among the people ol Natal. 
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Peace amongst the people - War against the enemy! 


