
REPRESSION 

Workers under attack 

The Botha government, the bossea and vigilantes have massively 
stepped up their attacks on democratic organisations under the 
State of Emergency of the last three years. 

Mass detentions, prison deaths, 
executions, mass dismissals and 
lockouts are the order of the 
day, according to a report of the 
Human Rights Commission.There 
have also been bannings, trea
son trials, house arrests, closing 
of newspapers, trade union 
bashing and smear campaigns. 

The report looks at repressor! 
between June 1987 and June 
1988. Some of the attacks listed 

• Detentions - 4591 held with 
1500 still inside. 

• Physical and mental assaults on 
detainees. 

• 19 applications for interdicts to 
restrain police from hurting 
detainees. 

• Brutal treatment of Kwandebele 
detainees. 

• 29 organisations including 
UDF. NECC. SATCO and 
many civics banned. 

• COSATU restricted from civic 
campaigns and many political 
struggles. 

• Trade unionists harassed and 
detained. 

• LRA which attacks the Living 

Wage Campaign and trade 
union rights. 

• Over 50 new restrictions on 
individulas. 

• 308 people serving sentences 
for security offences against 
the state. 

• 2000 to 3000 serving 
sentences for "crimes-
committed in political 
circumstances. 

• Political prisoners over 10 
times the figure released by the 
government. 

• Numerous political trials which 
take our leaders away. 

• 101 death sentences from 1984 
for "unrest related" offences. 

• 55 people on death row in 
September 1988. 

• Nobandla Bani, Sithembe 
Zokwe, Alfred Makaleng 
(CAWU organiser) die in 
detention. 

• 4 people die in police custody. 

• Vigilantes and warlords, 
especially in Natal and 
bantustans, where thousands 
have bee killed. 

• Khotso House and Khanya 
House bombed. 

• Elimination of opponents of 
apartheid, including D 
September, S Dlomo, and 
Dr F Rebiero. 

• Many disappearances, including 
shopstewards David Mofokeng 
of FAWU and Siyolo 
Mashiquana of CWIU. Stanza 
Bopape of Mamelodi who 
disappeared out of police 
custody. 

• There have been a series of 
trials in which COSATU 
members have been charged 
with murder treason and other 
crimes.These are some: 

• Moses Mayekiso, General 
Secretary of NUMSA. and four 

• members of the Alexandra 
Action Committee on trial for 
treason. 

• One NUM member. Tyetovuyo 
Mgedezi. sentenced to death 
for murder. 

• Three Putco drivers, all 
members of T&GWU, and one 
unemployed worker have been 
sentenced to death in Durban. 
They are Stanford Ngubo, 
Johannes Buthelezi, Bethwell 
Sabeto and William Khuzwayo. 

• Two ACTWUSA members, 
Wellington Nkwandla and 
Michael Lubambo, are charged 
with murder following the 
strike last year in Afcol. 

Attacks like these are growing 
and growing. They will not go 
away. Botha, the bosses and 
vigilantes are forced to attack us 
to maintain their profit system. 
All their attacks have one thing 
in common: to destroy our or
ganisations and crush the labour 
movement. 

No-one will defend us. We, to
gether with our allies in the mass 
democratic movement, have to 
build our own defence. This is 
what we resolved to do in our 
National Congress. 
Then let us do H now. 

Organise to fight back! 
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